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CHAPTER I. 

The Death, of J en want. 



The great Jaswant Si ugh of Marut-dcs or M&rwftx 1 

hraLthed his Inst at K a Ini I ill Itf&h Weary of living, 
worn unt with grief, and with h;i rd ly a tatne of his former 
i-irOL'gy mid courage, Jnswatit would willingly I li vc igjicd 

his life to his Maher; his Muster the Emperor need not 

have [ml liimsd [ to tin: trouble of hiking il l>y stralagctti. 
Mm the Emperor wa§ on thorns as kmjj :ts jaswant Jived, 
and shore was nothing he •Itiijrerl nrivru | laLSHionatel y ihan 

to bring- about hts death. 

For mare than twenty years the power of the Emperor 
had hern defied by the proud Rajputs. A score of times 
during this period did he scheme and plot to kill the brave 
J a* want, but the latter was surrounded day arid night by a 
valiant band of his kinsmen, and their unwearied vigilance 
set at naught all the Emperor's devices. The prowess of one 
of his guards, Moknnd Dag, the Kumpawnf, will illustrate 

i 

tile; valour of (he rest. Ltmy years before, when hoth 
, las want and he were yot.ug, the Primoe had, ^cme out to 
meet a friend in the vicinity of a haunted well, known jls 
U hobi BavadL He .was suddenly seized with faintness and 
fell seiwe(t5E to the ground. Ilis followers rushed in, and 
file Purollit (the family priest) who was among (hem said 
(fiat the Prince had fallen a victim to the spirit of the 
tnntrik Brahmin ivha had died in that well years ago, and 
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that unless sonic one came forward and offered his own 
life to this spirit* the heir of Marwar had no chance of 
recovery, The men present hung their heads, for the 

dread of this powerful Brahmin spirit was great in all 

■ 

the country round, and none dared confront the fiend, 

At this moment Mokund Das arrived on the specie and 

when he learnt what was necessary in order to save the 

life of has young master, he turned to the Puroh.ii and 

asked him to liegin his exorcism, 'the priest thereupon 

sat down I k; for* a vessel of water and droned forth a long 

siring of incantations., When this was finished, he look the 
vessel in Ids hands and waving it thrice in front of the 

undismayed Kumpawat, a sk«d , ■ tu drink the 

■ -i SB ' 

liquid to the last drop. Mokund Das cheerfully did Sfl, 
to the surprise of all, the unoemsdous Jaswant awoke as from 
a pleasant sleep. When che Prince learnt what had taken 

place* he embraced his faithful kinsman, and ever after the 
two had been inseparahle on their path through life. 

A-s the result* perhaps, of his encounter with tEte spirit, 

Mokund Das was henceforward a changed man — changed in 
the sense that* always fearless,, he now Ijecame utterly 

reckless* and none dared to incur his ire,, with the sole 
exception of his friend and master. On one occasion the 

Emperor sent him a message through one of his courtiers, 
and Mokund Das„ thinking that the wording lacked courtesy, 

m 

sent hack an insulting reply. This enraged. Aurangazehe, 
and as a punishment, Mokund was condemned to fight for 

hk lifej if he dared, with a huge tiger, into whose cage he 

was thrush Without the lease hesitation he approached 
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lilt 1 crouching monster boldly, taunting it with the words, 
"O Tiger of the Emperor, face now the Tiger of Jan rant 

Hue chronicles state that so fierce was the visage of the 
Rajput with its. bristling moustache and its bloodshot eves, 

that the tiger lowered its gaze, relaxed its muscles, and r 
turning round, stalked back to the end of the cage. 



il 



Look 



ye! u cried Mokutid n? ls, 14 The brute dare not face me, and 



ct is. against the creed of a Rajput to fight with one who 

turns tftf ” The whole audience, including the Emperor, 

■ 

burst into admiring shouts, mad Awing* Eebe not only 
pardoned him but pressed costly gifts upun him. In answer 
to Aurangazebe's question whether he had any children to 

inherit hb pfowus^ the dauntless ^fokund said* ■'"Sire, how 

E 

cqn we have children, when y«u drive lis away from our 

homes to the far lands beyond Attock:" From that date 



Mukund came to Lie known in the annali of his counfry as 

hiahur Khan, that k, Hie T3ger-l.ord, 

The presence oi Eirtn such as these around Jaawant 
frustrated the Emperor's designs. At last a solution 
suggested itself to him, antf he resolved to send this most 

■I 

formidable of his generals into exile an the inhospitable 
wastes of Afghanistan. It was in an evil hour that Jaswant 

left for Kabul. He left hk eldest s-oo, Frithvi Singh, 

behind him to r n k: Marwar, while his t wo other sons, six 
daughters, and all his wives, except the eldest p a Princess of 

the Champawats, followed him to Afghanistan. A few 

years later the Emperor summoned Prithvi Singh to Court, 



and after complimenting him on his bearing, which wm so 
much like that of his father, he dismissed him to his quarters 
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with a costly robe as a present.. The Print* had scarcely 

reached his leut when he was attacker] with convulsions, araj 
he died shortly after as the result cd the poison with which 
the garment had keen imbued. When this dreadful news 
reached Kabul it broke his great father^ heart. Dearth also 

earned away in quick Succession the odier two sons of the 
grief-stricken head of the liahtore-s, This rapid disap-pcar- 

atn* of joswaut's heirs roused a new ajnbtticni hi Auratiga- 

^ebr, which was nothing less l>nm the annexation of Jodhpur 
to the Empire, anti to secure this Ctltl ht had the I h; r env rd 

Ra^ptit hero put to death without delay, thus removing ihe 
.sole rematnink ob&Luele io Hi is aims. 




CHAPTER l(. 

The Birth of Ajit. 

Jas want's remains were cremated by the Rlhtens who 
had foil-owed him tram M&rwar, and die t w o dev olid queem 
wlio had foJ lowed him into exile were prepared to ca s L them- 
ttlves InLo the damis of hie funeral jJjre. One of them,* 

however* wos -soon !.o been me a mother, and all tile- Rah lore-;, 

with Udaya Singh the Kumj->aw:Lt at their head, prevailed on 
her to spare hersrlf in the interests of what might prove to 
be a male heir to carry on the fame of jas want. The other 
queen and a number of ladies of the harem ascended the 
pyre and mingled their ashes with those of tlmr lord. The 
rest of tile household then set out on their long march back 
to Mar war, T he party lornprised rwo hund red and fifty 
Rahtorts, the pick of the Rajffl.it chivalry that had fought 
under Jas want P besides his Queen, hia daughters, and a 
select hand of camp- followers. Travelling by easy stages so 
as not to weary the Queen, and stopping to rest every few 
days, the cavalcade at last reached Delhi, and there, in due 
time, to the unbounded delight of all the Rahtores. the Queen 

was safely delivered of a son, * 

The Emperor was camping at Agra at the time, and 
when the news readied him that one oF Jas want's queens 

had given birth to a male child, the consuming hatred 
towards ibe Rajput hero and his house which had So recently 

been appeased burst forth once more- However, being skilled 

in concealing his feelings, he summoned to his presence one 
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Q f hi h Civil Officers, and rottittKUided him to carry to Delhi 
suitable presents for both mother and child* and also a 
taketd to the leader of the Queen s retinue ordering the 
Queen and her soil to be handed over to the care- of the 



Governor of Delhi, The officer was to convey verbally to 
this leader and his associates the Emperor's promise to settle 
large estates otl them, in addition Lo military pensions on a 
generous scale, if only they arranged Iransh-r williruil 

any hitch- The envoy reached Delhi in course of hruca and 

after presenting the gifts from the Padishah in this QuciHL, 
he. wfti.it to confer with Durga-Das,, die leader of die Mahtoie 

party, and a few of Ids friends. Tie taiirfod the- toilwcd nver 



to Durga and* allowing titrie for i ts CMtentS (u lie noted, 
broached gently the nature of the inducements held out by 

the suzerain to the gallant general and his mem lie wound 

up by adding that if they opposed the Emperor^ wishes, the 

garrison in the city had received orders to surround and 
disarm them- "But'', continued the envoy* "I am sure you 

will all readily see the wisdom and generosity that prompt 

our noble Emperor in his dealings with you. All 
Rajasthan, with the single exception of Mcwar, is in his 

grip, To be homeless, and landless is in no wise pleasant 
for a Rajput, much less for a Rahtore/ 1, 



Consternation seized the minds of the faithful band on 

hearing these words, but then anger took the place of fear 
and the men seatsd beside Dttfgp-Das sprang up with their 
hands on their swords. Their Chief* however* commanded 
them to remain calm, and turning to the envoy* he asked 
him to give them a few hours- in which to consult the Queen 
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and others, and iaidi that the Emperor's proposals would 
receive their anxious consider at ion. Thin assurance having 
been given, the officer from Agra withdrew to Ids camp, 
saying he would return in die evening- 

He was hardy out of earshot when i!w pent-up wrath 

of the warriors, broke forth. Their shouts of rage and 
indignation brought the rest of the men on the scene* and. 
when they understood what the relentless Emperor required 
of theaxu their fury knew no bounds, “Our lives are 
our country’s, and we can defend it and its rightful heir ss 

well!" they exclaimed as one man. "Let ns swifflj" r they 
cried, -‘in the ocean of battle ! Let us rout up our cnemb, 
or, if they are too strong for us let tis enter the rnsusioirs 

of the heavier Chaudu the hard swore a great oath and said, 
iB It is for a day like this that we enjoy our lands and wealth 

at the hands of our Own Kings. Our bodies arc the last 

bulwark of our homes, and if we must fall beneath the 

swords of the enemy we attain Swrffa side by side, As 

■ 

for me, I have been mir late Chief's friend mid follower alt 
these years, and this day I will shcrw myself worthy of my 

salt 1 will uphold the honour of my house and lead the 

fight in this day's slaughter that other hards may sing my 



praises in days to cume ! 



M 



Enough, brothers, cried Diirga at tins ju.i.it'tiare P 
"Time presses. Already your noise has roused the envoy's 

suspicions. He lias suumiouod the men of the garrison and 
you can ace for yourselves that we are slowly being 
surrounded. The most important thing is to get the Queen 



and her babe away to a place of safety. Break up this 
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£Afijbtcring quietly* and ict us all disperse as though, nothing 
was wrong. Meanwhile I will think out a way to save out 
precious charge/' 

During the two months that Durga-Das hod spent pn 
Delhi,, he- had had occasion to befriend a poor Moslem, a 
seller o f sweetmeats in the streets oi the city- He found 

i* 

him one evening - lies fit by 0 turbulent moib of drunken Sol- 
diers who were leasing him uuutcrd fully after having appro- 
priated his basket and its contents The Kahfr >re mgltfrl 

in In ilw\ ihtwiffp at kl made a couple of the men measure tlwSf 
length on the ground, and threatened to flay the rest hKto if 

they stayed on I he sjioL a minute more. I li?i great Stature,, 
his lofty mien and his terrific blows all combined to put the 
drunkards in rout, and after they were gone, he cnnso£cd 
the poor m&n and told him to go home, saying that he would 

follow him to sec that no one interfered with him, 

It now struck Ehirga with the force of an inspiration 

that this poor sweetmeat aeller, who always showed him the 
liveliest gratitude, could be induced! to serve his pipe sent pur- 
pose, and he tv n t one of his men to bring the man before him. 
M once, No sootier did he arrive (ban Durga-Das took him. 

on one side, whispered a few instructions in his sr, and 
sent him off to equip himself for the part he had to play. 
In the meantime Durga hurried to the Queen and explained 

to her what he wished her to do. Shortly after, the swoet- 

mcat-sdlcr departed along the high road leading south out 

of the city, with his basket stung on Ms back and his j tosha 
trudging behind him covered from bend to foot in a flowing 

burkha- 
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When Durga saw that the pair were safely out oi 
danger, he returned to liis imput itnt followers and Told them 
TO gather their belongings and to mount their steeds. But 
before commencing their Night and then fight, there was 
another most sacred tusk that had to be tarried Qtft, The 



R.\ r; - I'.Tf , that K the daughters of Jaswant and die wives of 
the Rahtore warriors, were askwl to enter a room filled with 
gunpowder, and, at a signal from Jnda Singh, the Giampa- 
wat, fire was set to it, and I lie heroines twiipfid tlK clutches 
of theif woiild-hc dcfilere in a burst ol thunder and smoke. 
Tilt: envoy, who was watching from a tli stance all tiiat was 
going on, saw Lhe Rahtores thus resort, to the terrible JoHhf, 
anil, knowing what Wlild fallow it, he aOnlLitandcd, the 
Imperial troops to fall upon the Rajputs. Then tumme ne- 
ed a slaughter unique in the annals of Rajput history. A 
bare two hundred and fifty Rajputs opposed a mighty horde 

of Jive thousand dirciplined soldiery thirsting Jar their 
blood i With hoarse emus of <4 Har, Har, Mahadco, the 
Rahtnrcs fought tbeir way through the streets, parrying, 

thrusting and slashing, killing and being killed, tilt at night- 
fall, having reached the confines oi the city, the hand ini 
that had survived tine, carnage in Spite of having courted 
death managed to thunder away jnto the darkness, led by 
the heroic Purga. I .on.ii;' before ir was dawn the e\Eiaustod 
knight-; reached the spot where their captain had instructed 

The svyeetmeat-sellcr to lialt with the Queen. To their 
infinite relief, they found tlto good man silting outside a 

village shrine at a short distance from the Queen who was 

seen with (be habv al her breast. The faithful hawker itail 




it 
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carried the child cdnceiilctl in Ills basket dll it was "a 1 o ti q 
may ont ci danger, and then bad hundcd it Over to its 

devoutly thankful royal jnother, 

It was easy new tor Durgyllas to convey mother arid 
child in a hired palanquin to Mewar, of whose royal house 

the Princess was a mentis r r The great Raua Raj Singli o( 

Mr: war wcbrnmorl his unfortunate kills WOOiail with the 

utmost cordiality, and e*i neaxed his unstinted suliuJ rank m 

■ 

for the gallant Itahtfflffi who$e loyally tu Eils in-Jistct remain 

e.d uncjiimncd cvein ait^r the latter's death. TJie humble 

b<P^etmefl^iidkr f win* bad atfomijiitifecl the party, also 
f o m Lid a warm welcome at li-ic hands of the Kana, and smii- 



atJt arratijfeJnctiLR were made lor him In lead <l life of ease 
wherever lie chose in stay, whether in Me war or hack in his 
own Delhj. S i is pleasant to record that when Ajit came 

of age and regained his Kingdom bind throne, he eagerly 



sought out this good man, mud settled a rich Jaglur at Jodh- 
pur oil him and his heirs. 



The R 3-11 a assigned Kailua at the foot of the AravaUlS 
as the future home of Jaswant's Queen, and iw gave Diirga- 
Das entire liberty,, to guard the child in any manner he 

pleased. This great son of Rajasthan, as wise as- he was 
brave, counselled the Queen , after she reached Kailwa, to 
put the infant into his care without the least fear or distrust, 
far he had made arrangements to have it brought up in a 



retreat^ the name of which would not be disclosed even to its 
mother lest the knowledge should he wormed out of her by 
(he wily Emperor.. The Queen, who was iPte wisest Raja- 
ptni of her generation, saw the force of D □ rga-Das's argfi- 
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mcntg, and without a word of protest she resigned into his 
hands the most precious possession she had in j]L the world. 
Grateful to her for the trust site placed in him, Ehirga 
conveyed the sacred burden, unknowji to mcirc than three of 
llis MoiRlt£, to the hallowed heights of Mount Abu nr 

ArhurU, and there he laid it in the Jap ui a mysterious re- 
cluse, telling the holy man that it wns the child of el ktnsnuair 
OF Ida, <md tltai f as his enemies were pursuing him, hr had 

come to Jay the little thing at the feet of the GniuJL 




CHAPTER !Ii. 

The Recliuc of Mount Abu, 



Fitting his Sinewy hands over the babe, the refuse 

looked steaefity at Durga and smiled. This hermit was, as 
has been said, a mysterious being. In person he was tall, 
taller than the great Rahlote:, though mt m mflSjjivc, ' Tbn 
vemii and! muscles on his chest and iong arms moved under 

the skin with a he strength of -fta^uakes. His broad fore- 
held and piercing eyes, shadowed . by shaggy cyxbrvm, 
Suggested anything - rather than a peaceful anchorite. 

™ ■- H was not rare for him to be. found 

■ _ mm '■ -J ■ ^ *i ™ 

roaming the hiEla with a huge sword atid a small buckler, 
and that these recursions were always connected with sudden 
onslaughts by someone unknown on ruffians bent on violence 
or pillage In the wild regions oE tile AravalliE. One such 
story was oosicersied with the recent rescue by an unknown 
oF a sacred bull which a dozen Kolis were trying to drag to 

the slaughter. Not one of the rmrautGrrs left the spot alive f 



Further, it wee not easy to fix the creed tire sage followed. 

' There were those who said he was a Moslem Fakir, while 

others as stoutly maintained that he was a Hindu ^awo- 



of the Dattatreya sect, His appearance' gave some 



ground for both these conjectures. A long gown of coarse 
wool enveloped him to the knees ; it was sleeveless, exposing 

Co view hts mighty forearms, and he wore nothing beneath 



tc. A string of amber beads encircled Ids neck. A copy 
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of the Koran was always in his right hand, and the words 
,4 A ! Jah- O - Alch ftr F ' constantly tm his lips. Nevertheless on 
his forehead could be seen a thick hand of sacred ashes such 
as Hindu ascetics wear, and from either ear swung a brace 

of steel hoops of The kind that the BhJIs affect. It was 

whispered by some of the shepherds who grazed their flocks 
on these bids that often they heard the aocetic* groaning 
aloud in some secret del I wilh the oft-rqjcntrd names of 

berth Allah and Mahadcva on his tips. 

His usual abode was a huge dilapidated shrine of the 

jams built on a spur on the Western slopes of Mount Abu, 
far removed from llup purl of flue mountain on which rone. 

the gorgeous fanes frequenlcd by ceaseless hosts of pilgrims. 
This mined building stood qo a hare eminence only 
appl'cXicliabfe: by a narrow goa t- 1 rack, and about six hundred 

fccc below it Uy a lake with thickly wooded shies and 

numerous rocky Islets, It was known to a lew that the 

hermit kept by the margin of this lake a light skiff on 

which he used to row over to one of these islets when die 

fancy took him. 

The recluse, who was known as Madar Yogi (a curious 
compound quite in keeping with the rumours as to his 
creed), smiled and said, without taking his eyes off Durgfa- 
Das, Sl Since when has Durga-Das begun to think that I am 
one whom any man can deceive Without giving Durp 
time to reply p lie continued, "I ana nearly seventy years old, 
and I have known you for the past twenty years, since the 

time when, in the prime of youth r you forsook your home 
and its ties to follow Jaswant in his perilous eulerprise 
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HIS USUAL ABODE WAS A HUGE DILAPIDATED SHRINE 
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under the Padishah, You remember that I cautioned yoti p 
on the very first riccasLun w hen 1 met you. that the path 
Jag want trod wifi nut an honest one, and that no true Rajput 
should follow him in hh devious ways. Out let that lx*! 
You have just returned from beyond the Indus and have 

managed to save your Queen and her precious babe by the 

valour of your arms,, Mow you are separating: mother and 
child, and have coins to risk m- lh bring up the heir uf the 

Rah lores unknown to the world. How can 1 who 1 nave re- 



nounced every thing in life, even the very hnuuts of men, 
wwlerisike lo keep guard over *o sacred and so delicate a 
charge? 1 know what is in your mind as regards the aid 



you arc prepared to give me P Even ho, do you not think 
that a lone ascetic is the last person on earth to he saddled 
with hui’h a responsiliility ? Speak, then; what have you to 

say ?" 



'’Guntji^ said Durga-Das, folding hh hands in saluta- 
tion, “pardon me for forgetting; even for a moment that you 
see dearly into all tlie three aspects of Time. My over- 
whelming anxiety to preserve this frail heir to all the great- 
ness of the Rah tores deluded me into trying to impose upon 
your wisdom. Nowhere else in this wide Hharatawarsha E* 

the child safe except with yon. [ have brought wish me 

a trusted Goli (handmaid) of the Queen's, and the two 
Kecchees, Shiv Singh and Mokund, have my orders to stay 
always in this /i&hreM and to obey you to the letter. Except 
these three, no one: else, not even the child's mother or my 
brother and my £00 j knows what has become of J as want's 
heir. And till better times dawn ior Rajwarra, I m os t 
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btflnUy p ray of you to poor your blefcgings oli this ha be and 

preserve it from its foes. When it grows older, do not 
let at know of its rank and racer Grant me this prayer, 

G saintly one, and let your servant depart to draw his sword 

again, if it may be, in the service of our hapless 

Motherland ! Hard times are before us, and even now I 

know mi what inachhialiVi-m are brewing in the brain of 

the Emperor, that scourge of Rajasthan/ 1 

"Well spoken* my son,” rejoined the ^ ogi , "Your two 
men a M the Cm 'i nay take up their quarters here, hut in 
one respect alley must obey me inipliriily, None of them 

must conic out of their quarters during the day lime,, nor 
may they at any iirne have speech wflh me. T foresee 
trouble, but it will be my task to watch and to Seek their 
help if necessary. Now go „ Etnd may Allah's Messing* i* 

Chi your head/' 

Durga bowed, drew his men apart, whispered his 

his traction & to them, and,, taking a last long took at the 
baby, left the mhrine and made his way down the mountain. 




CHAPTER IV 

The Rana'a Letter to Aurane»cbtfr 



When AnriLEa^L/.elu: learnt of the escape of ja handful 
ni Rajputs beaded by Durga-Das, he set tl in ypicri in metbn 
tii Encfiftoiii whether the Oilmen :ukI her bulw had 

acre m pa Lik’d thmi. and whL-rr tliij liad finally settled. A 

month later, ihe men rutnrn^ with the news that the i^Hy 
h;nl ultimately ran: lied Mewar, acid Iliad the KahLftrts and 
their Queen had thrown themselves on liana Raj Singh's 

protection. They added dial they hnd been □□able to dis’ 

cover in what pan <d .Ml- war l I icy liorl now found refuge. 

Incensed beyond words, the Emperor wrote at onee to the 

liana enmiranding- him to deliver til* heir of Mai 1 war into 
his hands- immediately or dire destruction would full on hhn 
and his. The gallant Rana sent back a OTU, rtenus reply, say- 



ing Lhat it was not u Rajput's Dhirrmo to hand Imek to their 
enemies* those unfortunates who nought asylum with him, 

and an for the Emperor's throat to punish him, he was at 

liberty to come £□ Mewar to carry it out at airy lime he 

a 

pleased. 



Thus defiant reply infuriated the Emperor, and he at 
□noe issued orders for a general invasion of Udaipur. Akbar 
ivaus recalled from Bengal, another son, Azim, from Kahili, 

iuul some time laler die eldest, Muaaeem, was brought from 
is wars in the Deccan. Entering - Mewar, the hosts oi 
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Aunatigazebc laid waste at! (lie cities in the low country, 
Chitroor, Mandelgar h Man da acre Emd the rent. Temples 

were razed, Sac red tanks defiled, fill tile Ctltllc destroyed, in 

slturt, rheue yro^ 1IO atrocity left unperpetrated in that hap- 
less country. Snell oF the inhabitants n* escaped ihU awful 

i-.laufflltcr Wrr| to i lie highlands,. taking with them whatever 

rhvy co uE The first pTwx’k over. Kuna Rnj Hin^h utraodim- 

ed L’rJaipnr, emd. himsvlf rqmm:il Lr> tTic I rij n-. 5 n[ the 

Aravallss. JJis cUraun roll For HUi irimi nil wlin were Mai 

■ 

to the liaLjjNii I}f\(iFMta mcl with a wonderful response, 
Warriors ra me pouring iu f tom *IS pnrt* of both. Jodhpur 
rtrfed Mrjwar,. and even [hub ditfmt JeMsahuir. Kvsti line hilj 
Lrfbei P who itre at 1 :> o ^ C of iui cas tC B and live more or less ijji 
plunder, joined in the general rally ao till' critrison banner 
of the Rail a, and posted them Stives with bows and arrow a 
at the head of every likely defile. The Ratiu divided his 
5 o ices p deputing the gallant 1 3*u rga- i >a h to lurid 1 1 i j western 

his Own two wirtH Jey Singh rmd Shim Singh 

were detailed to hold the northern mid southern passes. For 

himself , he took his station w&tli a thousand men al Main 
Ghats above Udaipur. Dnyal Singh, his Civil Mmister p not 
lo be denied hi* share in this li Fe-and-tlenth struggle,, lagged 

his King to make use of him, and lie was asked to proceed 
to Masiva and raise contingent* from all the ruling powers 

in that region. In nil the armies thus raised by the Ban, 
the Rahtores claimed to occupy the front rank, for they 
pointed out that it was their Prance an whose defence the 
SessMwtuLS had taken up amis, and they were therefore entitl- 
ed Cci be the first to die. 




n 
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Auraiigaiete retaliated by degpetcfii ng Inayet Khan h> 
Mar war, and himsdi followed him. issuing commands to 

i-otttm.it aCl the towns and villages to the flames and to raze 
temples and monasteries to the ground wherever they were- 
found. Jodhpur* Nsgore, and Mairtca were eacked, and 
while Inayet was tdd to occupy the capital, Imlur Singh and 

his son Mijkhya {.son and grandson respectively of ftn elder 
brother of Jaswaut) were given possession of the Either two 
cities. Meanwhile tidings reached the Emperor that disaster 
had overtaken the arms of Azini. Akbar, and Dilir KEiiiil in 



iheir fight with Mewur* Eind he detached Dollar Khan to join 

forces with Prince Akbar and tu* occupy Oiittor and 

Udaipur. The Mewaris heard oi Dabir's conning, and that 

lie had even occupied Chittuor itself,, and they made their 

plans to entrap Akbar P By a sen ts of reigned night:- they 
drew the Prince into the famous GwwQj or the Circle , a 
name given by the Rajputs to the romantic valley banked by 

precipitous hills in which Udaipur is situated. Once within 

this Circfej Aldbar's forces were attacked from all sides, and 
when the confusion was at its height Akbar committed the 

fatal blunder of attempting to elude hh enemies hy crossing 



over to Mai-war by the Gogunda Pass. No sooner had He 
entered the defile than the thousands of Bhils who were eager 
to join the fray barred she nutlet with huge tree-trunks felled 
for that purpose, and, manning the heights on either side, 

poured down a deadly shower of arroivs on the crowded 



soldiery below. The bewildered Prince tried to retrace his 
steps, but at the entrance to the defile stood jey Singh, the 
licit of Udaipur,, with his grim Sessodias, barring his way 
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At this juncture, when ritatniction stared the invaders in the 

face, an ill-judged piece of clemency on the part of Jey 
iSingh allowed the son of the- Lord of Delhi to escape an 
return for his tare promise to ccmciim* the war no niore. 

By this tame Dablr Khan, who had left Jodhpur with. 
MVCQ Ay thousand! men, pressed forward to Me war, beset at 
every slop by 8 lie iudotnitablc Eahtor^- Barely had he 
readied the confines of Chittuor when both he nnd ihe 



Emperor at A j mere Learnt t\u it the gnlliiiilr Ihirga-Di.s had 
retaken all the towns o t iiarwar, im- hiding Jodhpur it^df. 
and was levying very heavy eomrihiiligns on the Imperial 



forces wham he had conquered 




diftumKtjL Friticfi 



Akbftr, who by this time had readied Iris parent at Ajmere, 



vms 



Eh I hi.bir. and he prtHccded to 
shame M having; to break the 



wore! be had given lev Singh. 



While die Prince and Dabir were uniting their forces 

and advancing towards the north* 1 western shoulders of the 

who had by this 

lime swept dean through Matwa, retraced bis steps, and., 
combining with jey Singh, gave buttle to Prince Azim, who 
was entrenched in Chittonr. and drove him out hag and bag- 
gage from the territory of Mewar, Another invading force 

under Ruh.il la Khan higher up at Pur a- Mandat was pounced 
uiJOu by the fiery SewaL-das, the Sal-umbra (the senior noble 

of Mewar), and destroyed to the last titan. These reverses 

bust Madhya-deft to Aurangazchc for the time being, and all 
Ins hopes were now centred on Akfafix and Dabir Khan. 
They had general orders to do what they pleased with five 



Aravallis, Dyal S nigh , the Civil Minister, 
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Rajputs, to by waste towns and villager or cany into 
captivity such of tile inhabitants m escaped the Sword. ThU 
ruthless conduct on the part of the Imperial troops touted 
the ire oE the Rn. j puts to a frenzied pitch, and (he Ran a 
commanded Btaina Singh, his eldest son, to hurry Lip from 
Ills south-westem post and join Durp-Das at Nadole. The 



ftahtores and the Seasodias thus joined heart and- hand 



in 



an oLLS- aught which. "hore death and demoralisation on the 



most terrible scale into live ranks, of the 



i LLVELdd'S. 




|Ltnic and confusion into which. :luc enemy were thrown, 

were intensified idler uigliLlall when, at the rftiggCHl.imi oL 

one of the Rahtores, five hundred i-ltvrN with flaming 
torches tied! to them were let loose among the fugitives. 

Prince Aklmr, who was the sun of one Rajputni and the 

husband of a not lirr, perceived flint all these horrors were 
due to his fathers obstinate [xjlicy of relentkos severity 

towards the Rajputs, It was dear to him l hat the Empire- 

could not gain anything by compel ling thousands of the 

bravest of the sons of Hindusthan to sacrifice rhrir lives in 
defence of their hearths and homes. I fe sjuiiM Dafoir Khan 



□-s to what he thought of these tragic events, and finding him 
open to pcr&tiasioti, he urged him to proclaim a tnice P and 
to send for ]>u rga-Ttefi (fur the heroic Prime I Shim had 

fallen in the fight) in order I hat some effective understand- 
ing might lie arrived at for Lllfi future, When Durga received 
this message, he was- III the midst of a consultation with his 
captains with regard to a proposal some of them hud put 
forward fur a combined! attack by all their forces upon 
Aurailgazebe himself in his refuge at A j mere, in order to 
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capture him and compel him to al>dicatc in favour of Prince 
Akfoir. They argued that the present was- the best oppor- 
tunity they were likely to I ltvc , hum the Emperor's forces 

had met wish disaster all round and Prince Akbar was at hand 
It was just at this juncture, when Dorga himself was think- 
in S uf sending a message to Akbar, that the hitters emissary 
arrived with n request that I lie Rail to re General should niflfee 
it convenient to meet the Prince. Though .some of his enp- 
tflln* expreis&rd ihHr doubt* aa to A|dmi£ good faith Uurga 

laughed in their face*, saying that iL was, not busy for m iy 

mir tn ntpLnra or ednfinH 4 chiucl, ami He siit crtlt for Akbat's 
rent , accompcLLiiecl hy about five hundred RfihtOres. AkLir 

rereiveil him will I ;»lf ti-*--.] H-I-I, .urn I ns Slit* result of t ( leir dis- 
cussion it was settled that Prince Akbar should lie prorlaEni- 

ed as the Padishah- Within the next few days the third 

sou of Auratigazche was virtually an Em].fieror P sitting -un 

nn improvised rlirrme ami issuing Ids Imperial firmans, with 

a Mint of his- Own ! 

When the news rtiaeliecl the ears of Anranga^-ehe r he 
was almost mad with rage. Feat and anger fought for 
mastery in his breast, and in his wild yarning fnr revenge 
upon the Rajputs who had dared to suggest and support the 
treachery of his son, he declared that all the 1 Iiiidus in his 
Empire, irrcsfiective of rank or slatiis, were to Ik* liable to 
] jay the / rvff iyi:^ the den "-toil capitation taxi He sen: an 
urgent summons to his other two soils Lo join him i milled ia- 
Lely with their forces. Realising that their arrival would 
involve a few weeks' delay * and that Akfcar and the Rahttirfcs 
were meanwhile marching upon him, he set Ms unfailing 
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ii^nuity to work, and hit upon a eutuiing plan. He wrote 
what purported to be a reply to a secret letter from Akbar 

in which the Prince offered Lo accompany the Raj piifta dost 
to A j mere and then suddenly Fall on them. He addressed 

this reply to Prince Akbar and contrived to have it dropped 

into nurga-Da^a tent, Now it is well-known (hat the 



Rajput, in spate o£ his bravery and his tout* culture is n 

n»ftt impulsive individual. His first impress iona always 
way ham mid Ikslc! him mi perpetrate acts whose wisdom or 
folly only becomes apparent to him later on. He is stranger 



to reflection and deliberation, liven the great l)ui^i-Dai 
ws? no exception to this rule. He commnnicakd to Ins 
friends the story of the plot lie had so fortunately dis- 
covered. One end all agreed that I here was only one thiug 

to be done— they mruat part DOitipany with Akbar at ollcc. 

These events had taken place in the course of one 
night. When Prince Akbar, who had slept late, arose next 
day. he found lfsat the Nniin-itH had abandoned him and had 



retraced tl>eir steps l lie knew liis father 



implacable 



temper, and that it he himself fell into Auxmipucbe's hands, 
as he was bound to do, his fate was sealed. Determined to 
make an attempt CO win back t h friendship of the Rajputs 
even if the endeavour cost him his life, he hurried in their 



wake, and, coming up with them* ilnrew himseti and his 
family on their mercy and nought firm (asylum). He 
begged for an explanation of t he i r desertion of him* and was 
told about the letter. The truth waft soon revealed, and 



Durgii's eyes were opened. The protection for which Akhar 
asked was at once granted, Akbar urged that Rajputana 
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was lid longer sate for him, and that it only the Rah tores 
would take car* o I his wafe and daughter, he himself would * 

glac lly take refuge in some far distant region,. Even as they 

were dtscusainf these matters, news readied them of the 
death of the double-dyed traitor Dabir Khm at the hands 

of Aurangsucbe 

of Akbar. No time was to be fust. Laying his hands on 



, and of the forces approaching - in hot pursuit 



liis sword, the great and lender-hearted Dtirgn-Tiiis swore 
tint he would both save the unfortunate Prince and take 



rare of Iilh f&iflily He Asked his brother ScmUift a* valiant 
a warrior as LHirga himself, to look after the child Aj.it, mow 
growing to boyhood on the heights of Arhnda.. lie coin- 

niaiukkl jsita Singh the C hampawat to cnnvtiy die Princes 
family to his immtrB.1 estate of Dhruva^f on the T.nni, 
and to treat them with the utmost respect. Having made 
these arrangements he called for five hundred volunteers 
to brave with him and the Prince, the passage of the 



X emiftda , The response was immediate. Surrounded by 
ihis bond of heroes,. he first made a fcinc towards Luni on 



die went, and afterward^ dehondhtHg; iailo the wooded defiles 

stretching between Guzint and Malwa, he and die grateful: 
Prince made good Then - escape to Sambhaji the Maliratta. 
This was in the year 1682, 



When Aunmpaebe learnt diat Durga and Akh&r had 

thus outwitted him, his fury was so terrible that it was 
dangerous to approach him. 11 c commanded Azdffl to start 
in pursuit at once and to bring back both the rebels alive or 
dead. It was at this time, when Anrangazebe* vindictiveness 
towards all Rajput? was exewin even for him, that die 
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brave aud wise Ka«a Ra| S i s iyh incist-cd to liijfl that immor- 
tal Icrtcr which, in [lie words of Tod, is an epistle touched 

“in a Style of such uncomprocpising d i gtli ty, sndi lofty yet 

temperate res oI v e , so much of soul-stirring 1 rebuke mingled 
wtdi a boundless aud tolerating bencvoleoMj sucEi elevated 

ideas oi the Divinity with stlth pure philanthrophy, (hat it 
naay challenge comparison with noy epistolary production of 

n]jy age, dime, or condition." It is snd to relate that a few 
mondis after lie had written this letter die noble Kana died 
of wounds received in tho recent ward r leaving hta- second 
soo f Jcy Singh, to occupy the throne of the Scs^hEiii*, 




CHAPTER V. 

Four Years Later, 



We now ramc to tht year 16K6 A.D, JPurga-tkfts was 

trill in the Dbocoj], making lii y j i am c i 1 1 u n rlj b I in ihc wars 
of flit M;ilirntE.tLS with the Mbtjhnls of I kl 1 1 i Mid 1 1 1 :■ P:iili[|ii& 

ill Bijapnr and. Guleoiiida. Frince Akbar left for Persia 

ssoftii after readimg SBiDUuj fn droiKiiini in I6KL in order in 
[snt himself effectively unt in" Liu: reach of I lie imjilocalilc 
Auraiig&aebe. H is wife end child remained under the 
protection ol tlie gallant Jed la S infill . the Chamfttwah in 
Dtirga-Lfesi^ castle oE IDlmiva-najjar pm Use Limi. 

Aurangnzebe had made frantic efforts to put down the 
Rajputs, and in the four years of Durga's absence a score 
of pitched battle* had Bcin fought between the infuriated 
clans of all Rajworra and the generals of the Empire. 
Thousands had fallen on lioth side £ , but while the tosses of 
the Emperor were repaired hy a ceaseless stream of fresh 
arrivals, those of Use son-s of Rajasthan were hard to re- 
place. Many of their bravest leaders had already fallen, and 

it was not easy to find suite dt u 1 es for herwg like Kesar 
Singh the Jadhav, Ram Singh and Sum ant Singh the Bhaltis, 
Mukhya die Mairfea, and last bnt not least , Sonang the 
dauntless,, the elder brother cif Dlirga-Das, Ah bug as 
Sotting lived, he was a veritable terror to his enemies , as be 
carried his Tuiwar Rahior^n into every part of Mar war and 
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Ajmerc, sometime* ewfl dashing yp to the very g-ates of 
Agra and Delhi, Prince Azim and his general Asad Khan, 
Prince Nur Ali ? the ruthless Alznl Khan r and the crafty 
Inayet Khan, had alt suffered at tile hands of Seining and 
lias fearless comrades, and Aurangazebc determined that the 
terrible Rahtore should trouble him no more. He sent for 

a few Aya-Panii Bralimaro and cnmmanW them fo per' 

suadc Soiling to attend a //dm These priests arc not 
Brahmans* properly spenkiTi^, Inn a degraded sect of wor- 
shippers of Aya-Mata the terrible of Rhilara. They ate 
all kinds ot tiesh and drank wine and themselves immolated 
the victims dedicated to the Goddess. Aiirai^arebe gave 
them a deadly iiowdor and ordered them to mix It up with 
tins frif-tf of the Homa, which t hey were then to give to the 
unsuspecting; RaJitn re. TJie plot succeeded, and Soning 
died. This gave great satisfaction to AtinugftStbe and he 
departed for the Deccan, leaving behind him Prince Axim 
with Asad at A j mere, Inayet Khan at Jodlijiur, and Mir?: a 

Not All at Sirohi at the Foot of the western Arftva.ll is, with 

strict inj actions to continue the war and the levy of Jc^iya 

ft-s well. The murder of Soiling only redoubled tile grim 
determination of the Rah tores, and under their new leaders 

Shambo Kumpawnt amt Tcj Singh, the young son of Durga* 

■ 

Das, the struggle went on iniinlcrTupted at a hundred pcinU- 

Tfeis was the state of affair- 1 -! when an accident happened 

to the child A jit;, which, if it had succeeded , would have 

blighted for ever the hopes of the Rah to res that one day 

Durga would give them back their Prince to carry on the 
name and fame of his murdered father. 




FOUR YEARS RATER 




We Live already stated that ^lirna N'uir AIL find Afnil 

E h an were holding the citadel of the tOvrfi of Sirahi ar ih. 



the 



sun 



CircasaBan slave of Aurangazebe, jMfcd so gna| was the love 
the Etapenar here him that lie rudhed him Ram-baksh r l# tbc 
gem oa love." Wdl aware ifoit his other legitimate sons 
would never allow Knm-lnksh to survive when has father 
died, Auraugn/flrt- lavished oil this \nuth hi* iiimust affection 

Bi 

jithI never rlcuiod him anything he wanted. Tile f my there 
fore grew up wilful, headstrong nml passionate. Like 

;i(trarta likur, and in duo Lime the young man wan en/tr muted 
to the care nf Afzul Khan, the son of a Pailmn freebooter, 

wkj&e chief title to favour m the hciods ot" the Emperor was 
liis ruthless few ity. During the troubled period of the 
Rajput revolt, Mur Ala and A f ml remained at Sirohi lying 
in a gorge far out of the beaten trade, and employed, their 
energies an raiding 1 and pillaging the surro Lending 1 ctnmtTy 
side. 



While Afziil w m out on one of these expeditious one 

day, he met a party of horsemen r and was about to charge 
□in them when the leader oF the strangers boldly came for- 
ward alone, and intimated to Afiu! I hat he was a friend- 

Allowing him to approach, the Khan found chat the youth 
Ijeforc him was a Rajput. He was of a powerful build and 
t-i a dark and saturnine c Oimte nance . He Eed his horse 

alongside the Khan’s, and told him that he was the son of 

■ 

Kishen Singh of Bhnmpura, and chat since his parent had 
ordered Jiim into exile fory what he termed, his way- 
ward life, he had tome to beg the Prince to ask the Emperor 
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FOUR YEARS LATER 




to set him at once upon the throne of Ins country; in return 
for this he would embrace Islam and double the quota hither- 
to contributed hyjiis father to the resources of the Empire, 

A frill heard this with delight, and he immediately took the 

party of friendly Rajputs ti> the citadel and introduced them 
to the Mirza in the midst of his revels. The Prince dapped 
his hands for joy. ami wdnitncd the renegade with open 
iirms ? assuring him chat he wnuhl juTHiiiade die Emperor to 
scaL him qrn his fnllier'a till ALU: within a months ■ Vrraiigi’- 




merits were ru once made for turneri mg tlx- Rajput into a 

follower of Liam. A few days passed thus in iiicrtaalng 
rflvtlry, wlulc trusted couriers spied Lo the Emperor earn' ■ 
Sag with them (he- letter dilrusccd to them by the MEno, 
One evening the Mirza end the renegade, now styled 
FuJEeh Khan, were taking a walk on the nonpar!, s, and in a 

saddeti hurst of confidence^ the latter told the Prince that 

he knew the whereabouts of Jas want's heir and that lie 

thought it would be the most acceptable service, hfi 

render to his Emperor if by hh help the child was abducted 

and .sent on to the Imperial Camp. Nut All jumped at the 
proposal "Old asked the Rajput to tell him at mice where the 
boy was concealed. "Softly, Prince/’ replied Fuiteh smil- 
ing’. “Mine is £1 secret which the whole of Rajasthan would 
go through fire to gain. With the exception of three or 
four people, not a single soul knows where the boy is being 
brought up. But for a lucky chan® which lief cl I one of my 
retainers, even I would not ha\ ! s learnt of the retreat in 
which the heir of Marwar is kept hidden. Listen carefully,. 
Prince, to what 1 am about to tej( you. The child lives on 
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the precipitous heights of Arbuda, and has guardians arc 
two Keeth-ees* Shiv Singh and Mukund. They dwell 1 1 it re 
rmdqr the protection of one whose nan it must he familiar 

to you— Madar Yogi.. His hail tit is a dilapidated Jam 
Basts perched on the Solitary western precipice to which no 

■Jilt ever comes. I have sent the man who gleaned all thU 
information for me to make his way up the mountain and 
coine hack wiih itill particulars. ?ls to (he time the n.suenl will 
take, the route to be followed, and other suets details. Obi 
his mtLrn ? I wall send word to you and Af^tll to follow me 
to the head of the dchle leading to Lhc lull, whale l and my 
own men will scale the hdght.s arid try to -steal the hoy and 
bring him down to where you will be wnaiung. It will 
then he your task to hold him in safe keeping until he can 
he handed over to the Emperor/' 

The Mirza agreed to curb his impatience till the 
necessary information had E»een obtained,, and he and Afzul, 
to wtunn the Prince narrated the whole dory* lived in 
an ecstasy of an tidpati Oil,, Afzul even prophesying that 
if once they could secure A jit tlie Emperor would show 
Jus gral Etude by proclaiming the Mirza as his heir ! 




CHAPTER VI. 

The Abduction. 



Let us now return to Mount Abu, When Durga-Das 



scpjwatol mother and diiJcl and tarried the: lalter In the 



l«H! hunhls aF the facL'dl tmnrntf line hoy was hardy 






mmths ok]. Tin: ul ten dint a cm Ihe tod* were given che 

OM; iff tlit rearmost purtSnn oi. the linage pile, cruwisiiiig 
'■'i h. closed court stir r winded by ;l square with foi.tr rooms 
on H-rn-h side. anti n paved verandah ruruung alf round. 
There was fl deep well in the centre of the court, worked 

by pulleys. The whole pile faced tli# March, and so the 

teitr halt lay to the south, in the massive woIIcf on the ea-^t 
and west were low posterns with thick iron pariah always- 
ke[rt barred on the inside. The Fie sc -preserved room in all 
■ Ire sixteen was assigned to (lie ifiiai, atul this happened to 
lw? one of four in the western wing. J’llc Keechees, Shiv 



Singh and Moktmd, occupied two rooms opposite the 

woman’s, and each party cooked its twin food, as the caste 

of the t jOti precluded her joining the others at meals. At 

abend the height of a mall, each room had a single window with 



stout Imrs of iron let deep into the masonry. The passage 

leading from the rear lo the front was a glnotny, vardcert 
ime, ending in a strong, wOuden wicket, wliich, when 
unfair r&d. admitted one into ?i wide and lofty Lia.LL with two 
POOCH in each of its wings,, also with single windows, fn 
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the centre of the terraced roof was a circular hollow archill g 
upward,, which was the inside of a beautiful dome ending 
i.ti a pinnacle, the goEden A'ln'sja of which had long ago 
departed, leaving behind it the sharp iron support around 
which it had once glittered- At all the four angles o£ the 
terrace there were miniature turrets rising to a. height of 
leu feet above the Sow parapet walls. Deep buttresses ot 
stone supported the walte all round, their foundatioos going 

into the crerkss of lire steep precipice on which the 

monastery was. huiltr J hit everything was in decay both 

within and without. The stones of She buttresses had 

grown loose and worn, and the holes thus formed in and 

between them afforded an ra fly ascent to goats, calves, and 
human beings as well. Any one who climbed to the top of 
the buttress had only a few feet between him and the edge 

of the parapet, while the windows between each pair of 

be reached by 

right or left. Madar Yogi's favourite retreat was a rnom 
in the eastern wing of the hall, w h e re,, seated on a three- 
legged stoolp he would gaze steadfastly through the window 
at (he quiet mountain lake far below him with its dense, 
wooded uKUfge and rock-bound Mels. In accordance w ith 
his commands, the two Keechees never in all these four 
year* ventured out during the day. but they would often 

ascend the terrace in front from the cruinlVling stair inside, 
and, kneeling from behind the turrets, let their eyes and 
thrir fancies roam over the wide extent of country 1 on all 

sides, where they knew a great struggle was taking place 
between the hated enemies of Rajastfian and their own 



leaning out to the 



buttresses cnuld c^gily 






valiant kinsmen. The watchful care of Ajit till lie came 
&i age was their duly* feu d upon them alike by thcLr beloved 
Durga-Das and by this stem ascetic, and they were ever 
preying fervently for the blessed day when this, task would 
come to an end, and they would Ik free to wield their 
swords in the cause of freedom as of yore. Meanwhile A jit 



wass- growing, and his restlcssiic ss* sit being forced day an Said 
day mt to keep to the four walls of the grim old monastery P 
with nn playfellow^ except the listless goli and the fierce, 




at the time of the incident we are about to describe, he had 



grown into a testy, sulky boy. whose me pleasure cmisisrted 
in watching for the arrival oj the Yogi, when he would 

run and da&p his knees, begging to Ik told some story or 



other. 

There came a day when the Yogi left the monastery 
telling the two warrior*, a* usual, that be was not sure when 

he would return, and that on no account were they to unbar 



the huge doors in front to any one unless they heard the 
customary nine taps (in aHusRrl to the nine traditional 
fortresses of Marwarju The brothers bowed their heads 
in submission, and after the hermit left, they duly shut and 
tarred the ponderous doors. That night the child Ajit 
was. inconsolable; he lay awake, shaken with stifled sohs p 



and nothing his guardians could do to plea sc him seemed 



(o have any effect* At Last the woman turned to the nt AM 

and said, "Thakurs, for four long years we three havtf Itffcu. 

hUBUred in this wretched dungeon perched op a-hjH to. 
which even crows and kites arc strangers/ 
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solitary exception of dial single goai-hcrd who sometimes, 
when the Gurnji is absent, hails us from yon boulder on the 

western slope, none of US Ilfi-S known company Or even 
h uman speech beyond our awn. We aged folk have our 
sense of duty to keep Us sine and, wilhiu reason, contented; 

hut liow can we expect it oi this bright, liigh-spirited 
child of princes., eager to follow alt the natural impulses 
of boyhood ? Tf is true that his safety must be the first oi 

all consideration* with US, who tor his sake have accepted 
till;' life of dreariness anti solitude. Uut what harm can 
In- fall hut) if on rare WCfiSton* silt'll as this we lake him out 

with us r *ay r a* far a> the lake yonder! Will the hr Five its 
fall Or his ollCillies Scent him from Ajinerc or Jodhi^tr"r 

Come then; let ti* all go mil wiLh the child early in the 

morning taking flour enough for preparing hhatikt Oil the 

marge of the lake, mid ^send the whoR rlay hy the water h 

lettidg the hoy romp about to his heart’s content with you 

hath beside him, Wlut say you, Thakurs T’ 

It dots nnt take a long time (.0 come to a decision when 

people's thoughts are all travelling in the sauie grwvt The 
G all J plan was approved, and the brothers resolved to enjoy 
a* tot one full day of happy sunshine under the blue 
heavens before they were icimuired again within the dungeon 
on tbs return of the ascetic. 

At dawn next day all three arose and, shouldering a 
few necessaries for the day's camping, they took the delight- 



ed AjEt with than., locking the great doors eare fully behind 
them Making a detour towards (lie. east, they came to the 
tangled gmt-paith which the ascetic nsed on hh way to the 
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sake,, and it was still early morning when they reached the 
groves bordering the wa te r , Selecting a likely spot, they 
put all their things down, and Idling the child to walk m 
front of them, went to the water's edge, and pEutiged with 
the utmost glee into the chill waves to complete their morn- 
ing 




ions. 



While they were oil thus enjoying their holiday, the 
goat-herd, wlwj had obacrvtKl I he unusual d^sei-m of the 
«ni[.35Lnts o£ the J nghi's tauti, hurried uff unobserved by a 
secret path and meeting the renegade r 3 sp y h at the bottom 

of the northern p«nhw!iy p cold him r>l lha Yogi's departure 

and ot the expedition of the other occupants of the 
cnonoiftery to the lake that morning, accompanied by the 



child, "From the wallet slung on the back of the Guruji 
I can assure you, sir, tEiat tire saint Eras gone to Kallwa t j 
an set the Queen, the mother of the child It will take him 

at least four days to return. The men lie left behind have 
taken with them all the necessaries for a whole day in the 
Open, I hope* Sir* that you will not forget to give me the 

promised reward." Such w^r-e the traitor's words, and the 

spy, premising to sec him richly rcw r ardcd P told him not to 
lose sight of the party down by the water, and said that he 

would return with his master and his men soon after 

mid-day, 

In about three hours the man met his renegade Chief, 
who was anxiously on the look-out for him, and the news 
lie had to give being of a pressing kind, Futtch Khan bade 
the man go to the Citadel of 5 i rohi and tell the Mirza tA 
follow him at once Co the foot of Mount Abu with about five 
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hundred men, Seeing the spy depart, Futtell hurried off 
with the twenty Of SO followers he had with him, none of 
them drawing rein till they reached the foot of the alOUe- 
flagged pathway leading up the mountain. Here the Chief 
asked ihree of his men tq stay behind with the horsey and, 
taking the rest with him, he plunged due north-east across 
the slope in the direct Ion oi the late. 

The SUR was exactly overhead when the Ki^her 
Inotliers, who had liccn amusing tliCJllsdVcs wish tisbing and 

other sports, grew lired find rejoined the CaU, who sat with 
flit cl 1 i Id at her Bide under a spreading jnf tree. After a 
sumptuous meal, all Of them sought a brief A jit* 

who was too excited wirh ibe muttling's adventures to go to 
sleep, lay listening to the loud snorihgs of (he brother*. 
The animated cries of a flight of parrots at a little distance 
made the child curious, and he got up cautiously and 
approached the tree Ott which they were perched. Barely 

nad ho sot foot within its shade, when an evil 'leaking Bfail 

pounced upon ihe startled hoy and, pressing his palm against 

his mouth, lifted: him dean from the ground, and made off 
quickly down a bypath. Then a Strang® thing happened . 

A Rajput maid of the Sltanfanu clan, Rupmanl by name, 

was chasing a wild hoar which had wrought havoc in a field 
of maize down in the defile that separated the western base. 

of die Aravallis from (be solitary, sky-climbing pile of 

Mount Abu. Armed only with a maiste stalk pointed sharp- 

■ 

]y a £ the end* she was in hot pursuit of the boar when sh* 
C aught &ijfht of a Bhi] hurrying away stealthily with ? 

struggling boy held close to his chest, Suspecting that this 
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was an abduction, the Amazon hounded, over the rocks as 
lightly as a. deer, and, when near enough to the man, she 

hurled the maize spear weth so sure an aim shat it struck the 

rogue in the shoulder-blade and brought him to the ground, 
Even as the boy was freeing himself front the mail's grasp, 

another warrior seized his arm, and soon a score of Rajputs 

surrounds l the L w o, all setting up n shout nf joy at this easy 
capture of the loiig-soLighl prize to regain which both 
RahlOow and Seswodins would have poured forth thdr liluod 
like water, Seeing these warriors , the maiden fled towards 
tlyfc lake in I a Ope of meeting the great Madar Yogi, of whose 
prowess she was well aware in crises of this kind, Futtdi 
Ktem saw the gill funning jtwty, and gunning that she WW 
hurrying to inform the Kcechees and the Yogi, he and his 
men heat a rapid retreat to the northern slopes, with A jit 
still struggling but held safely in the arms, of a gigantic 

Ha ia. 

Before the girl reached the water's edge in search of the 
hermit's boat, a commotion a r use among the sleepers on the 



bank, the first alarm being given by the dhai, who noticed 



that the child WOE missing 



Shiv Singh and Mokiind were 



dashing hither and thither with drawn swords, when a pant- 
ing Rajput girl ran up to them and told them that if they 
were looking for a child, they must follow a score of men 
led by a strange Moslem who were carrying the hoy away 

m ii i 

towards the northern slopes. Calling down terrible impre- 
cations cm their own traitorous heads for not having heeded 



the Guntjf s commands, they were about to run in the direc- 
tion indicated by Rupfnani, when she asked them what they 
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mtant by thrir a l In. a o 1 1 to the Guruji, and if he was not with 

them on Lite mountain. The men replied with a groan tint 
the Yogi had left a few days ago for Kailwa F then rushed; 
after the fugitives* The poor goli stood rooted to the spot, 
wringing her hands and crying as if her heart would burst. 

Shaking her roughly and commanding her to cease crying, 

liupmani W-iLS pushing the woman, before her along, the path 
lending to Lhc concealed skiff,, when lo \ there stood Iscfore 
them the great Fakir himself, quietly getting out of the 
frail craft ! On behold i ng tlw^e two women, one panliHg 
with excitement, and the other hanging down I^ir head 
and weeping, he first addressed the Shantanu maid, whom 

he seemed to know wdl, and asked what was amiss. After 
kiicding swiftly and Louchlng the sage’s* seel, the. girS stood 
up and explained in a few words that slue liad iirst of all seen 

a child being carried away 

ed the man and was about to run to the boy’s help, a hand of 
about twenty men r led by a Moslem, had swooped down 
and carried Irim away. She added that two stalwart men, 
evidently relation* of die child, were even then dashing to 
the rescue, Thinking that the odds would probably be too 
great for them, she had hoped to find the Guraji and . . . 

"“Stop,, daughter, M cried the Fakir * H 5 ay no more, you 
have done well, but there is no time to lose. Cottle with 

me, both of you." So saying, and drawing his huge tulwar 

cult of its steel sheath, Madar Yogi advanced a few paces 
to where a huge hnuklcr stood, then knelt and gave the 

H 

stone a powerful push. It rolled to one side, and a cavity 

came into view, dark as pitch. He leapt into the chasm 



by a Liliil , and when she had spear- 
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telling: both the women to follow him without f ear. When 

they had jo'ned him eight feet below, the ascetic pulled 
a cord that hung down into the pit mud thus drew over the 
opening a huge bundle of twigs which was always kept ready 

for this purpose beside the ftone, and thus concealed the 

entrance. A dimly-lit pathway Studded With rounder stones 
branched at right angles from the pit, nnd along this path 
She Yogi hurried, mill feting to himself in ft strange mix turn 
of Sanskrit nnd Fersiftn, 

We must now Ectrk back » little to follow the course 
of events when die Mi raja received the spy's’ summons to 
repair instantly to Mount Ahti with about iivr* hundred men. 
After l be clca*h of Son i.ng Rahtore ill 1 683 . Mokund 
Singh Mairtea tiK.ik his place^ and carried on She guerilla 
war as before, and at Mairtea itself ha fell at dead of night 
on a body of Imperial troops led by Asad Khan, the Wasir 
appointed Viceroy ot Marwar, by Aiirarigazelic, and com- 
pelled him to fly to Jodhpur. Mokund Sinfrh followed up 

ins advantage and joined Sbambu Kampawat and Uday 

Buksheep who along wish the dauntless Tej Singh,, 
son of Durga-Das, were then leading the RaMores, The 
un : ted forces then sacked Pur-Mandll and killed its 
Governor* Ka^im Klian, They next swooped down, on the 
Moghul garrison at Jayatamn and swept the town and cita- 
del clear of the foe. At the Same time the post of Sojur 
was carried by Vi java the Qiampawat, while ehc heroic Ram 

Singh, the lieutenant of Dm rga- Da £, who had just returned 

from the south after seeing Prince Akfaar into ^afesy, sped 
northwards, and at Chera came suddenly upon a large force 
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bound for S i rdbi., IchtI by Mirza Nur AIs. A desperate en- 
counter ensued, and the Mirza. barely escaped with his ]ife r 

attended by a few followers. Thus , during the four year* 
after Durga's departure for Maharashtra, almost all the 
iirtportatll dans of Rajasthan were up in arms against the 

Imperial Power, and not a day passed without an encounter 

in which hundreds of Rajputs fell,, always taking with ihem 

at least ten times that number of their foes. 



Ac the time of our story, the Rah tores were all lurking 
in the Arsivnllis, -'mm the shelter of which they would sally 
out and fall n.|Kin the distracted Delhi forces whenever smy 
opportunity offered itself, Driven from town after town 
all along a line from Jodhpur to Sirohi, the Mirza entrench- 
ed himself at Last at the latter place, and even there lie took 
refuge in the citadel, leaving the town mid the fort ail charge 
of the cruel Afzut Khan. While the Rajputs in the 
AravalEis were deliberating with each other as to an effec- 
tive means of luring the Prince from the strongly-guarded 
citadel, a group of their horsemen galloped up to the camp 
one afternoon with (lie news that for some unknown rfcaSffli 
both the Mirza and A frill were marching rapidly towards 



Mount Abu, followed by affront five hundred men 



The day 



was wctl advanced when the joyful tiding? reached the 

Raht cures, but without wasting a thought cm the time or 

their Strength, the; two hundred men wlii> held that particular 
fastness at once leapt to their Sheets and flew rather (Han 
rode in the wake of the Mirza, The reckless Hal la led 
them, Hillla the dare-de-vit Oioharc, who had east in liis lot 



with the Rahtures in defence of Jodhpur 



It was nearlnr 
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sunset when the hotly pursued Imperialists* who had almost 
reached the foot of the sacred hill, turned and saw the hated 

rebels hard on their heels. Afzul gathered courage when 
he haw how few the pursuers were compared with his own 

Forces* and. wheeling round* he ordered a general charge on 

the Rajputs, who were riding down on their mortal enemies 
without slackening rein. lialta was the first to get in a, 

hlw a terrific sweep of hi* sword whirl i carried Afzul 

Khan's head my to a distance of mrifty yards. The 
ea mage then became gcctri iil. nnd the M » rz a escaped in the 
confusion and made straight across country 1o where, in the 
gathering twilight, he could just discern the twenty or so 
Rajputs who haul escorted hiittch Singh. 

We now return to where we left the Vogi with the two 
women traversing the -secrel tunnel io intercept hy a short 

cut the abductors of the child. Issuing into the open beside 
another huge rock, the ascetic, now tnins for filed into a 
warrior, whsspe red a few words t< ► the Shantanu maiden, 
and told both of them to keep well inside the pit. He him- 
self crouched close fo the rock, riveting his gaze on that 
port of the jwtli by which the raiders must descend along the 
Hank of the same massive boulder, within an arm's length of 

him. The men were hurrying down in single hie, owing to 

- 

the narrowness of the track, and the giant who held the 
child pressed close to his die ?t was the second in the row, 
the first being a common trooper, The apostate Fultch 
Khan was the last in (he file. With one swift movement of 



his mighty arms the Fakir dragged the huge Rajput towards 
him, and before the man could regain his w i ls ? the child 
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tore himself from his bosom and ran into the arms of a 
buxom damsel, who disappeared down ?m opening with him 



like an arrow from a bow. Before the astonished warrior 
could think of darting after the 

the path, pushing the man before him, raised aloft his huge 
sword and in a voice of thunder commanded the straggling 
line to ball! Idle men, seeing who it was that stood- bef are 
them tiie dreaded Madar Yogi of Arbttdal— luiiig down 
their head* and were silent. lint their renegade balder 
strode np from, the rear and am fronted the thermit. “What 

does this meun?" fie cried in tones of fury. "la it for a 

trickster like you to muddle in AtL affair which concerns your 
master and mine, the Padishah of all Hind? Where is the 
boy, and what have you done with him? Speak this 

moment, or — \ 



boy, the Fakir stepped into 



"Wliy .should I fear y uu r ranting, unhappy wretch/' 

replied the Yogi. “Before you ihreafan. look along the 
road and know the truth! Sec the witless Xlirza sneaks 

towards you, beaten out of the field even like a dog. Never- 
theless, the hour of your doom is not yet, though for one of 
yon it is very dose, It suits my purpose dial all of you 

should escape, for the moment, your richly-merited sate $ 

there lore, ere your enemies seek you out and slay every oruj, 
take yon path and slink away like the that you are, 

into your holes !' 1 

By this time the Kceebee hltrthers had bounded on the 
scene with eyes flashing fire. Between them t h ey held tiie 
treacherous Bhal, faint and haggard with logs of blood. 
"Giurruji," cried Mokund,. J> where is the child, and how is it 
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chat all these 1 1 am dogs and their vile Chief are going hence 
unseal bed ? 7 

“Softly, my son, lend me your ear lor a while, ,! and the 

Fakir drew the brothers aside and whispered something to 
them,. This seemed to satisfy them., and alJ three then pre- 
pared to quit the spot, bidding the Khil depart and keep 

silence if lie valyc-d has life. Meanwhile Ffcalhtj the Qnhan, 
who from the buhl of slaughter lifld ought sight of chi* Mine* 

iaji the hill. chase with \t dn»en men , and 









j wst as Futtehs raiders disapprared 

mass of r>wk p faking tliK Mirra with them, Lhc (TmhsLn reach- 
ed Che place wlmT the hermit was shindiug with die two 

Kcecli+e^ besirle him. On seeing the ascetic. Hal In folded 
hii, arm.s and |j:l!lE his devotions. Then lie asked him ii lire 
or hU friends had seen the cursed Ntlr All effecting his 
retreat by that rCrute , ‘"No,, my son," 




rhe socr 



but 



left me how it is that you and the enemy have met so far 
away irons the wonted haunt k of war. at die foot of this 
sacred mount i J f was told that all tile Kuhtores- were up 
north watching the defiles around Jlmlore and So jut, nay, 

even those that led to Jodhpur!" 

"’True, O Yogi,' cried lialla, "hue in the last sis 
months, so heavy were our losses after taking Jay at arum 
that those of us who were still alive on this side of the 
AravallLs decided to take to the eaves and to rush down 
f mm thtn.ee on scattered parties of the enemy going ahemt 



plundering and 




Word was brought to me and 



my men to-day that the Mirza and thfc hated Af 2 .ul were 
making a sudden dish to the foot of Mount Abu ? and we 
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hastened off Em their wake without informing the others. 
We met the villains, even as we had been told, and we hav.e 
sent many of them to the halls of death, Afzul is na more, 
but the Prince has escaped!. Seeing him stinking away in 

this direction, I followed and — 

""Let the Prince go/ 1 said the Ycgi, Sr his days arc 
ttUitihcTcd.. Return now my son," he ton turned, "and join 
your men, and be on the look-nut fur the Mina, who, I 
believe, will leave shortly for Jh.dore," 

When Pal la hail gotu* on his way, the Fakir dipped 
his hands, and Rupnmii emerged with, the child whn came 
smiling towards them hand-in-hand with the maide]] and 

the Colt The two Kerelwes rushed towards the tny, and 

Moknnd, taking him in his arms, kissed him all over in sheer 
delight and relief of mind. On the way back to the 

monastery in the gathering darkness the Yogi reprimanded 
the three servants gravely for their disobedience that day, 
and he was specially severe towards the brothers for >o 

lightly disregarding Dnrga's express commands, "If I 
had not at the last moment put off my journey to Kailw^, 
in order to cmnplctc another scheme -uf mine on the. island, 

I need nut tell you h uw r dire tile consequences would have 
Ereen- Take warning by what has happened to-day, and 

let 1 1 be a lesson to you go be doubly careful in future." Then 

turning to the maiden, the sage passed his hands over her 
head and with an affection which softened even his 
habitually stern features. Ire eluded her for liehag at much 

a truant as the others. ’Tfeoghter, have I not told you 
never to venture far from your holds, whatever the tempt a- 
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tkm may be? Now tell me what brought you so 
providmtialty oti the scene/' Ruproani folded her bauds 

with an air of deep reverence and told him her part in the 
day's doings. She then drew him a tide Bind whispered 
to him that Prince Ans&ra of Udaipyr bad fled from the 
capita] apad was even then in close consultation with her 
Father and brat I ter s ow his differences with Mahirara 
Jai Singh, his father, This news: agitated the Ffeikif 

and altering lus previLNig pirn is* l ie uamnmuterf the brothers 

to bastert hack in the monastery with the child ami the nurse, 
and to take terms in keeimig a carehil watch lill he returned, 
Tic then wended his way with the good Kupsuri to Hgr 
father's village down the abrupt iiurih- western slopes o£ the 

sacred Arbutla. 




CHAPTER VIE. 

The Death of the Mina. 



Three years had passed since the attempted abduction 
fit A jit- — three years* of ufua^adflf warfare between* the dis- 
possessed Rajputs and the hosts of AurangazeUft, Driven 
out of every town of importance in both Me war and 

Marwar, forced in seek safely in rcinotc anrl uuLcransihlie 
pl^r the Ra Mores and S c. sao dl j :l-, divided into two main 
bodies, leu thousand of them occupying the risked defiles 
of Myirwara lying to the west of A j mere > white another 
live them Sand sought refuge in the caves and clearings of the 



north- western stupes of the Aravaihs; Shortly after the 
incidents narrated in the preceding duipter, the Emperor 
ordered both Prince Azim and the Dewan Asad Khan to 
proceed to the Deccan, and Inayet Klian was kit as sole 
Governor of Mar war, fie had received definite instruc- 
tions from hi.* master to pursue the campaign with the 
utmost vigour till the Rajputs- made complete surrender and 
yielded up Prince Ajit. The Khan accordingly filled all the 
important fortresses with trusty mcn r and took steps to 
enforce the collection of Lhe leziya to the very last pie- 

Such was the severity of these measures that the exiles 
cried out for the presence mid leadership of Dtlrga-Da* in 
organising their resistance. OffrtaMJ (envoys) were sent 

one after another to Lhe south to hasten the great R ah to re b 
return- Meanwhile, rumours gained credence among the 
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that their beloved Prince, who was kept in hiding 

Somewhere by Durga, was in the keeping of the mysterious 
Madar Yogi and the two Keechees, who, they argued, would 



Otherwise have no business to be idling away their day* OIL 

the heights of Mount At™. A few of them went on to 

suggH’3[ (hut the renegade Kutfch Khan had pmha% been 

attempting iiM-apturc Lhe Prince when lie induced the Mirza 



to make a, dash (o the feul uf Arbutbk three years In-fore. 
At lhe mention of the traitor* Tintne, many of the WRHWS 
.exclaimed that their firs* duty was to avenge tlicir itiitiunnl 

honour on I bat sklilkijlg Jackal. The d i Srttssiun was s-u.11- 

nmg high when scouts from the distant OUl|rts(s ran lb 
with itic news Unit Inayet Khan was on bis way tin tlicr witli 
a force yf Lwehe thousand men, and that tlie advance troops 
were already dose at lland. The thousand KajpLltS in the 
gathering at once grasped their swords Jllhl made speedy 
plans to sell their lives dearly. Soon every hill top glowed 

with huge columns of smoke conveying the urgent summon} 
for alt the scattered dans (o assemble. Expert mountaineers 
TtWc also [lespalched to tell tlie Jodawats and Champa wats 
on the Other side Of (lie Aravallis to rush down on tile forts 



m the plains neatest to them and thus creme a diversion in 

favour of tlie KajpUls. When all these arrangements had 

been made, the valiant thousand descended swiftly to tile 
mouth of the pass, and lay in ambush for the advance guard, 
who were rut down to a man as soon as they ajjpeared. J3y 

til i S; time the other clans who had perceived Hie signal had 
COtoe dashing up with hoarse shouts of "Uliavani-lci-Jai ” 

“Har, Har, Mahadev/' ‘"Ekliuga for ever’”, and similar 
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war<ric5 p and the united forces rushed in a mass towards 

Inayet * main body as it entered the lung defile that ted to 

dieir lofty hiding-places. A terrific buttle ensued, in which 
both sides left more tha]] half their numbers dead on the 

field. The K F Kin "s Iofs was the greater, as almost all his 

baggage acid treasure as well as his camp-followers fell into 
I he hands of his opponents. Not daring to expose" the rest 

of his men to needless destruction, the Governor made good 
his escape to Jodhpur, pursued up lit I lie very walla by a 
party of Silt vi-ct rj rt on b Rajputs. A nyshtr ]mdy of i 

thousand men K-li e rJC in Ihd ejtdfcmiem hi I' lltt dlfi« tow-unls 

Mairtea, nn ike north' west, iA r i i h Ivl tikbysu it> dispossessed 

I 

Chief, at their head. Muhammad Ali, its Moghul 
Commander, tame outside the walls with a I a rgc force, but. 
so llot was bis reception that he resorted to treachery to 
avoid complete destruction,. He suggested a truce, and when 
this was agreed lo, be invited the chivalrous Mukhya to his 

tent and there had him basely assassinated. In tlie confusion 

this caused among the. Rajputs, Muhammad Ali made c-rl 



his escape into the citadel 



Vowing to exact vengeance on 



some future day, the Rajputs made their way back towards 

their mountain homes in Mairwara, Meanwhile their 

friends of the western slopes? had sallied one with irresisti- 
ble fury against the towns in the plain as far west as the 

Luui, and Falli, Sojut a Godwar> Muudore, Ragfie, Owtur, 
and Gartgavi were all cither taken at mice by assault or else 



had to stand a furious siege. 

J us t then, tidings reached the victorious Rajputs that 

the depraved Nur All— now attaches] to Burhan Khati who 
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held Sewanoh,, immediately to the north-west of Sirohi— 
had abducted two young Rijaputnis of the Bhatti tribe and 
confined them in the fortress, -Subbul Singll tire Bhatti 

flew into a fury at the news and shouted to his men to follow 
him; at o nee , whether the main body eared to accompany 

them nr not, The brave Kaltia Singh the. Rahfors calmed 

him, and. the whole body, numbering a bo u t 1 h ree thousand 
swords, made form I marches to Scwanoli, wlwrTe they fell 
upon Ruffian, and left lum dead on tlie- field. The cowardly 
Nut Ali ilfli'l toward g Theda With his women on hearing of 

Burhaiv's death, Disdaining any help, Subhul Singh rtwJe 
off akine in mad pursuit of the Mirza-j. mid coming up with 
him almost under (he walls of the town* he pounced upon 
him as a hawk does upon a heron ? and lieturc his guards 
could intervene, the Mira a "a head rolled on the sarndl Of 

■A M ' 

course, the dauntless Bhatti was cut down odl the ^pcic by 
five hundred swords— bin Rajput honour was avert 





CHAPTER VIII 



Prince Akbm's 




The clans then pndifd northwards again fro rejoin their 

comrades of Mnirwara. When they reached I Jliruva- nag&r 

■ 

on the I-tanij Tej Singh the wn of Ihirga-JJas, cordially 

invited the liasts to slay uei his father's estate snul enjoy a. 
fqw days' rest. Soon after latching camp all Ibh leaders 
met totfdhefp ^ Tej shiggearieil that they should first go to 
die citadel and jay I hei r joint respects to Prince Akbar's 

wife, who hod lived there with her daughter, these eight 



vicars 



Jaita the 1 



Every one krtew of the frantic efforts Aurai^azebe had 

matde from time to time to secure the person of his grand- 
daughter lest she should one day I*, wetlded to the hidden 
Prince Aji>, and thus bring untold humiliation on the head 
of the descendant of Timur- Dot die very name of Durgit- 
D&s filled Ihe Moslems whit terror, even i f the vigilant Jails 
and his three hundred Kumpawats had not stood on guard 

in the impregnable citadel, to keep die sanctuary of die 
refugees inviolate. The Rajput leaders were eager to visit 
the tm fortunate Princess, and to assure her of their utmnst 
devotion despite all the endeavours of her father-in-law So 
capture her and her daughter as hostages for Akhar'a good 
conduct whenever he should return. They accordingly 
repaired in a body to the hill on which the citadel was 
perched, and were conducted by the faithful Jaita Singh to 
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the aodicDjqc ball, where, from behind a screen, Lhc Princes 
received the respectful homage uE many n famous Rajput 
Chief. In the course of the talk Jail a brought into their 
midst the sweet eight -year-old daughter of Prince Akb&r t 

and the beauty of the y.irL set off by the sedate gravity ot 

her countenance* captured all hearts-, Some of the legs dis- 
creet of the warriors* exchanged remarks to the effect that 
Ellis nirc Hindu- la lUEr Moracmi w r ouici lip n fiLting prize for 

cither of thsir Prince*-^ A jit or An mm of Me war. H Slu|V' 
cried Jaita in a. conmLundiiig voice* 8 ‘the limits Princess must 

mol become a subject df diteumipfri with any one who vn\l* 
himself a KajpcH. She and her mother have sought asylum 
with us, and our gtcat leader Dnrp-Dass has called npun 
all t>f our race to look upon these I wo <\$ our most sacred 

guests I appeal to Tej Singh, the present lord of Dhruva- 

nagar, to confirm tmy words-" In reply, Tej upheld the 
point of honour and praised the brave Jaita for his chivalry 
in protecting the feelings of the Imperial refugees. The 
deputation then withdrew, aster assuring both mother and, 
daughter that nothing should happen to disturb their tranquil 
life under Durga’s roof as lung they stayed chere. 

No sooner had they returned to camp than the .sad news 

reached them of the defeat sustained by their Mairwara 

comrades at Malrtea and of the act of treachery on the part 
of Muhammad Ali which had cost M tlh hy a his life. The 
leaders then took counsel as to their future plans. The 
immediate problem before them was. the capture of Mafirtea 
and flic revenge to l>e laken on the per j tired Muhammad 
Ali for his murder of the brave Mukhya under the pretence 
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of a truce. It was dear (tud unless their enemies were 

taught a fitting lesion in this instance , the very word 'truce' 

would cease to have any meaning in their future warfare. 
The ir next duty would 3>e tO' storm Ehanpura* the seat of 

the usurper and apostate who now styled himself Fi.lt tell 
KhatS, and to hand him over for the wild trihes of the 
Aravallis to execute what they termed Ihdt ''Highland 
justice” on him, in return for the wrong lit liad done them in 
carrying away iremy nf their tnafdeus for Biis harem. 
Udhayahh.-m Singh the JodtlWid here ros*. and claimed 
1 Etat the task of tubing Fultcii Khan tic? the abode nf the 
Meonas should he lefl to him, he had vflwcJ to If la kindly 

jungle elucE !tiujnn, whore gue*t Esc had been at the time 
when Sujun'g own daughter was carried off, that he would 
personally bring the wretch into his presence bound liand and 
foot, before many days bad passed away. The renegade's 
many misdeeds added So his previous attempt 10 capture 
voting Prince Ajit, had destroyed all feelings of jnty for 
Eli ml in the hearts of the Rajput Leaders, and none of them 

would raise a finger EO Save. him from a miserable end. 

When all the necessary details connected with Lbe exe- 
cution of these schemes had been duly considered, die 
conference broke Up. Tire elans stayed at Dhruva-naggr 
for a week, and Tej saw to it Unit the three thousand and 
more men with their steeds had DO reason to complain of the 
hospitality of Durga’s dousim, Than they separated, a 
thousand ftahtores under S&iigram Singh to hover round 
Jodhpur, white another thousand were to speed on to 
Mo i r(ea. 




CHAPTER IX. 

The Fate of Muhammad AIL 

It was the Aharca festival throughout Rajaifban. To 

the Raj [i« Es this wa*; th? principal festival of the yren\ T.lkfi 
die Fonfiml of Hie Peninsula, U fell on the riajft when the 

fir£t crop of ni 4 i i w inn I barky was Harv^Eec], and all the 

li&jptifl*, lifter 4 seeing Id I Ilf gflilTirriing fi f tlldf crdpflj, fflldC 

ready to invade the hills am 1 valleys in troop* of Hmulrei lln» 

an quest uF the wild I incur. W hen Lhe lir&l boar was s pea red P 
great were the jubilation and the ffedu'ituss at ieudant on 
tin ceremonious caLing oF its sacrifidjil flesh. For the 

three days of the festival the whole country would be 

thronged with people. For emigrant* would always return 
for this occasion. however far away their occupations 
might have taken (hem. Ever since the death of J as want 
Singh by poison, however, this festival had fallen on evil 
i lays, for there was not a single home, especially in Mar war, 
whose menfolk were not all hiding in remote places to 
carry on the perpetual warfare forced upon them by the 

severity of Attranga^cbe. Nevertheless, the Aharca never 

failed to attract at lease a few of the warriors to the Rajput 

freeholds, and the celebration was kept up as heartily as 
pcissibk in the cirtuinataiK®. For a week previous to the 
festival there would Ek a steady (Sow of men into every 
village or town, atid the Moghul Governors, as a rule, relax- 
ed their scrutiny of strange arrivals for those few days. 
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It was. ]ioL surprising, therefore, that numbers of 

stalwart yearn™ riumltl stmggle Ijy twos aod threes imto 
Mairtea during' this privileged week, and on the day of the 
festival a noisy process™ was- allowed, to parade the streets 
of the citadel with the gaily decorated car of the goddess? 
dragged by many devout hands. When the cortege arrived 

m 

in front of Site main galea of the fortress,, the, huge dociri 
were thrown open, arid a number of fhft Khan 7 # soldiery RttHd 



at the entrance with their oibccrs in front cq receive [he 
VWtOtmry cuurtesiw from the leading mm in the pnnw- 
HSDib. I lie next mimicnl all was confusion, for a thousand 
iwcu from among the followers of the car suddenly turned 

and rushed on I he Robbery at I he gales with drawn swords 

■ ‘ i I J>rv^ * 

and deafening cries of M Har. liar, Mahadcv," If ef o re 

:m y <101) ctrttld grasp what had happened and take jh to 

meet (Fw situation, the attackers had entered the fortress aikl 

invaded the Governor a apartments,. In a matter of moments 



the itslOuUtled Muhammad A Li found 




I rushed 



ami hound mid bun d I h 1 info 41 sack, which was then llQLsted 

on the head of 48 gigantic yeoman, whom the Rahtorcs knew 

as Tcj Singh, of Dnriga-Eas. Jfefore the enemy could 

collect clieir scattered wits anti make any attempt' at resist- 
ance, the Ralitnreh had made good their retreat to a grove 
outside the lown, where Jt thousand hordes were held in readi- 



IMS* by other wimrs, attired as though for the gay jtA jj&nr t 
The raiders jumped upon Iheir Steeds, and Tcj Singh bound- 

«1 away in advance . carrying with him the sack with its 

struggling burden, mid the whole body galloped off in full 

flight Howards Mairwara. 
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In a Secluded t r lert w i t h towering c ] i fl * all rotmdj the 



panting fiden> came to a hah, I ej 




alighted frgaia 



lug steed, mid drawing the sack after him ty l lie y runnel F 
undid it, and freed the nils era We Governor from its folds. 

Mtlltft ittitva 1.1 Ali's boaacD were louseucd, and be stood there,, 
a ludieri'm-s figure,. blinking at the stern faces around him. 
A brief consultation ensued an to what fate was to be indicted 
Oil him f* ir hit haieiut treachery. AhiUj suggGstums were 
put forward, [nil every one approved of UaLhuji Sindh’s 

pri^Hi&il that, on reaching Mairw&fu, they should let their 
comrades convey ihe man to the Arrival Is* am I ihetfe hand 
him over Lo Sujun the Bhil with 1/ net ion* U\ keep liitn 

COuliued in the tELYds till they bronchi. FnlCeh Khfm to he 

his partner in the eswution of "'Highland justice/ 1 Two 
days htcr the horsemen reached tlx? camp of ihcir friends 

at Mair war a. 




CHAPTER X 

The Fall of Fulteh Klum* 



The unittid clans of R ah tores anil Sessodias spent a 
few restful days in the defiles of Ufairwara, ami their 

sens* of security was enhanced tenfold when news was 
brought to them that the gfdlanl Durga-ltas wjlh. even then 

on his way to join them sliciu. His arrival was delayed* 
however, for important affairs ^rfccting flic well fsemg of 

Me war detuned him for it few days aL Udaipur, and a 
heated discussion arose among the several chiefs as to 
whether or nr?l they should pus h cm to IShampura lx fore 
Durga joined them. Udhaymdihan rune and reminded tire 

K ah tores how earlier in die month they had permitted him 
to effect the capture of the traitor to their faith and country, 
and said that he would like to dqj-arL at mice with ri few of 
his men to execute a certain plan which l*e hod in 
Nothing would please their great leader better than if r on 
Jus return from the south, they could bring captive before 
him the two blackest traitors in all Raj wart a. 

His colleague pointed out to him the dangers of 
venturing almost alone into Rhanprira. teeming as it did 

r. The massive Udhaya burst into a fit of 





with veteran 

uncontrollable laughter at the idea that anyone of his friends 
should think of any possible danger to him. in carrying 
out of his exploit. “What, my brothers! Are yon Rajputs, 
and is it to wpc that von counsel caution? Is there any olte 
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among the assembled tfxw sands here that ho[>cH to di c in 
his bed, surrounded by wile and children? From the day 
[he lion Jaswant died, and our other hero Maharaja Ri} 
Singh, lias any true Rajput known what it is to live under 

his paternal roof? Has not the Emperor thrown the 
mantle of hag mthless wrath over all the Rajputs, and have 
not the cast and ifue joy of normal life: departed in 

mnsequmM from every Rajput borax. 1 ? WhnL then,, haft 

any one nd ns to lose in attempting to win glory even in Ita 
fate of certain death ? Death at least will Lrniiftjiart us to 
the halls of IracJm h and our hards tot! us iliut in V ir-Swargn 

the brave and the InyuL are ever welcomed with ojHm firms. 
Forget (lie very name of danger, them Fore ¥ and permit me 
this moment to depart on my mission ! M So saying, and 
without waiting to hid Earewell p Udhayi turned and leapt 
on his horse and dashed away into ihe fastnesses looming 
northwards, followed by a taut twtffly-fivc of his men. 

On reaching the ccinEines o£ lihanpurA on tErc lhird 
f!jwn from tils; tf ay On which their journey had begun* 
Ihe gallant warrior and his men alighted in front ut a ruined 
shrink, wllfliie fallen pi] la r?, and mijti’a(e«l images bore 

witness to the rea) of Ute enemy in destroyi iijcj this ancient 
8hvt-Kh(inu. A wnLerfall behind it allowed the men to 
perform (heir ablutions. The <ki_y w£W Encahinj, and the 
Ikruw n: Lilt rising seih inundated the valley at Lheir feet 
with showers of rosy right. As they were Easily swallowing 

tlleir favourite maize porti dge, their eyes eaught sight of a 
poor i'WK&ii (peasant) amending tFLe ghat p driving before 
Eiim a eoyple of lean enws. They waste;] for the matt to 
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come to (lie. riling and then one of the warriors went up eg 
Sim and asked hi m who he was, why he was toi I i ug up the 
f'hat with his cows, aild why ah three of them, man and 
beasts, were in such a sorry plight. Taken aback at first. 

the man gained courage on beholding erne Rajputs around 
him, and (hen the flood-gates of Jus grief op c. n ed , and ill a 



rush of 



die utmost woe. A 



few months agu>, Jie wjls a prus.pt hiuh lenam under a kindly 
eliief, Frtit the possession of a fair daughter Fiuil brought 
sudden disaster upon him. The son of their lifloved chief, 
who was figiiling for the Empfcror in the ^KCan h had 
coveted Ills fallal's tlirodc before it liecami' Ills by rigid. 
He had changed his religion to please die Emjieror, who iheil 
«' feired Oil him his fatlier’s possesriotw with the addirion 



of Lwo riHire fiefs. 




SL 



s unnatural Soil said the peasant 



who is now known as Futteh Ktuin, w‘as arte day return- 
ing from a hunt when he caught sight of my girl VaSauta 



gT.iihsg our kine in the fields adjoining my home Ho at 
once rode up (0 her, and P Imisrillg ller up an to his horse- 
bote her away amidst the delighted shouts of his men. 
J fearing what had happened, I ran after tflHB. beseeching 
their leader in fl*d's name to -spare my uidy child. All 
the reply J got to this was a few sharp words to his men, 
and the ncx( moment hah a doaen men galloped to where 
Illy kine were grilling and d rove them off in f ront o f them, 
leaving behind only these two o2d cows which, they slMuled 



jeeriugjy, I might keep for mysetf! This happened two 
months- ago, and the last glimpse f had of my unhappy 

daughter was as she we home into ihe gales of the citadel 
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on t lie yjEIuu'b horse. Hot content with this, the wretch 
conunADded my landlord to cancel my lease and drive nee oil 
his land. My wife and I are dragging out a miserable exist- 
ence down this ghat not far from here, and 1 come lo Lids 
shrine every morning to let my old animals gra&e about in 
these ruing. My talc is told." 

The hearts of the Knjputs who listened to this piteous story 
swelled with unctfiiilrnllable wraili, and Udhaya qiitmLitinccI 

die mail closely Lo I lie renegade's inosi-iiK-ajis, the number 
of men he hail about him inside the citadel, and such other 

paitinjUrs, When be had obtained nil the LLifoitnatinn the 
peasant could give, he mid the man to make his way im a the 
fort with a bundle of wood, and bring him wind of anything 

unusual that might lie going on. Me bade him take heart 

agarn, as he and his men would 4n their best to recover hts 
daughter lor him. The peasant sail I chat he was ready to 
lake any risk if only her mother, who was slowly dying, 
could see her beloved child once more lief ore she breathed 
her hist. So saving, lie departed, promising to return to- 
wards eveiFug, 

In due course lie came lack to the shrine and told the 
Fa j puts that there was nothing of iiole to report, except 
that the Prince had fixed the next day for a wrestling match 
to take place between a famous Delhi wrestler and a local 
champion. Brisk preparations were going on in the jHflfdaM 
id the centre of the Fort Square, where they were putting a 
fence round the arena .and setting up a raised platform 
for the lire of the Khan and his nobles, "Die Rajputs asked 
him a few questions, then retired to their pallets to seek 
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Kposc ere the tasks of the nest day claimed their full 
energies. 

At about three in the afternoon of the following day 
there was great commotion in Bhaitpivr, and the toimamen 

were seen crowding into the fortress to witness the wrestl- 
ing,. 1 lie great gates that guarded the Raja's palaoe were 
thrown open, and the guards had orders to admit anyone 
who came, first making sure that none bore arms nf nuy 

kind. The renegade's rule was none of llie mildest, and has 

him to he 



conscience 



was not clear enough to allow 



surrounded by subjects wlm carried wenpunau When all the 
preparatiirtis were complete, there wsm a blare of trumpets 
and the sound of shrill pipes, and the multitude thronged 

round the fence beheld Uieir Prince advancing with a smile 



occupy 



his raised seat un the pEutfonn 



had 



he taken his seat, than the nobles approached and tendered 
their obeisance, and the Chief Minister brought forward and 
presented the wrestlers one by one, giving brief particulars 
of each previous achievements. Then the signal 

was given for tile first pair to begin their match-* 

Three huge elephants stood in a row behind Eutteh Khan, 
one bearing the Nawab's silver Ihrmie, and ano:hcr his stand- 
ard, while the third supported the huge brass-bound * ta Amt r r it 
or giant drum. Now, by a curious chance,, the regular mahouts 
of these three elephants were all Ufiable lo b& present that 



day, and their places had been taken by substitutes. While 



the wrestling bouts were in progress, the new mahouts 
apparently found their animEila hard to control, for the three 
huge brutes suddenly began to trumpet shrilly and to career 
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wildly over the Ehtcr^d arena. In tl m oonfusion that 

followed, the stalwart standard-bearer on tlie back of the 
middle elephant urged his animat towards the platform^ 
where Fntfceh Khan hod risen in anger and was standing on 
the steps of his throne, A moment later the astounded 

spectators saw die mahout pull the Khan on to the broad 

back of the elephant and put a. dagger to his throat ! As 
though by magic, an array ot nearly a hundred men, htrth 

Haras and Jialitores, had formed -i Hug around ihc three 

elephrmls, and,, strange to say, all had £ words hi their L mints, 
in spite of i he guards' cbs» strut! ny at the gates. 
‘Treachery [” cried Che soldiery, and I heir Cnirtain cal fail mi 
his men to cut the traitor down and rescue Fuiieh Kh;m, 



"Softly, Commander!"" thundered the mahout, who was 
none other than UdluLya-bhan. "If yuai or your men move 



hand or foirt., your Prince dies, here and now! Otherwise 



he shall live to account to the Rajputs for his crimes, The 



MahajUH assembled at Maifwara have commanded me to 
bring him lief ore them. He is a traitor both to itie father 
whose throne lie usurped and to the Emperor who entrusted 
him with the good government of hi* subject*. Yotfr 
Chief Minister shall rule the country till such time as your 
rightful ruler returns to your midst. 1 warn you, Captain, 
for your own good, that any attempt at rescue (HI ihc part 
of your soldiery will he futile, i or the people of Ithanpura 
are on our side, and will overwhelm your Delhi hirelings if 
they but raise a hand. Now dear the way, wmfliy citizens 
of Bhctiapura. Go into the palace, some oF you, and bring 
here VaSanta. the daughter of voil iwassiit, and the daughter 
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of SlljlltL die Bilik” "And. my daughter — and mine — and 
mine/' cried several from out of the throng, and crowds of 

people rushed towards the Zenana. 

Meanwhile the twenty-three comrades of Udliaya (two 
of whom were the mahouts on the oilier two elephants),, 
who, in the otmrgu uf the forenoon, had enlisted on their side 
a rtinskle ruble miinkL 1 oT l he Khan’s subjects, kept an mi- 
broken ring round the dephnuts, drawn s%v i h i 1 s and grim 
Visages guarding limn inn all. rides* Two of the JcnlawnEfi 
Inislened to ITdhnyaV side, and bound the tcrrur-Flrirkefl 
renegadfi scai rely face downwards uu the slmuldcrs uf the 
elephant. Then a shntil went Lip as ihc people were seen 

coming from ihe palace co nd lifting a hundred startled 
women who a? first could hardly realise what had ha^ieuml . 

Those who had relations in the cily .si on found ^belter, hut 
others who tuid been brought from distant parts -stood 
wringing their hands in bewilderment, After seeing 
Varan ta restored lo her delighted father, TJdhaya instructed 

the citizens- to Sake (he*e unhappy women under their protec- 
tion till (heir relations could be communicated wish. When 





CHAPTER XL 

'’Highland Justice.” 



Our talc: now takes ilm hi a most romantic ilfllle in the 
AiaviiMk. Rugged hilts rwnnin^ iwrlh Slid smith „ rising it 
short fnlui vak into hitiLwI-k peaks. ctw-kiscd «t vnllrw 



cti«|nered with waving field n nf make sn wl « Itlic-r Ri'iun. 

Unnj n | warty walflrfn'11 ka|M sparkling down ilu- shijw on 

ciifurr side, I lie waters 3^11 1 tiering tfrcmrflv&s ai ilns hnitum 

:md rulliug inh* tieiiiicIcrk irilwitarics of 1 lit* Chziwlttl mi (It* 

l a s[ . ('mmtlCRS sdn-iness emlrd isi i!n. v midsl ni gli*n* sarpcd. 

in Mahrichrvji uf A(Bi-Khsivnfii ( ia 1 f mm Wes* of I In] if ) lwc 
witness i. tlu? rtsw.'fedncsa of this region. There waa tme 
ttfin | ilc- L-speriaEly, situated in a gorge of tlte western range, 
which, Ijemjj cfttliraturf to Katyityani fa form of Kali), was 
a favourite reisort of ah tl.ie phils, MeenSs, ami Kolis nf. 
RajwUrra. From time nupteilKjtfialj the I'IuIh liiid exercis- 
ed ] i ro] 1 r k" 1 a ty rights uver it, and Siijim the BhiL wIlo had 
once mven shelter siff a critical moment to Udluiya-'hhau the 



Jndawnt, was at the ]Kriod of mir * tOrv the Chief trustee 

nf the goddess. In order to perform his duties dlkieiidy 
Sujun Imilt himself a dwell ing-pLace near the temple, and in 
due course what had been a small hamlet grew into a regular 

colony of such of the Bhils as had cast i]] their lot vvii.li the 

Rijpuh in the struggle for independence. It was from this 
settlement that the marauding troops of Ftltteh Khan had 
abducted Su-jun's fait daughter and a number of her maids 

while all the men were absent on <\ hunting expedition. 



3 
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T be annalSim of 1 1 h- tvmpk 1 w as u wed iigp“ ring, in 

l'Hij : i ng wiLh the toyit flush lined. It stood *m a projection 

high up a mighty n me of granite, which fell nw&y into a 
deep forest -clad dm sin on till sides, except to the flflst, 
where the ascent lay over a. narrow flight of tfteps guarded 
J iv a '1«. <Li hie raw of lofty trees with dense foliagie. The Bhil 

cnRmy lily at tile foot of the ascent- A high wall built at 



unmijrftLnxI lilies of ntnnc 



minded ihr shruic. and 



finis idr iIsls wall ran a path which was iln more Hum a 

narrow goat track with a iinUiiaf |i*ra|* , t ol hufcfH rocks, 

the gups nlliiwuig pilgrims to look iluDLigh die shrubs ini' 

3 he dark, iNima&urcd depths tielftw. 

On an iLltenumn five day a after the dramatic exit of 
Udhaya-bkui from Bhmipuru with his prisoner strapped 

io the ekphant on whirl l lie rode, a large concourse of 

lihiis and Rajputs had gathered in front of the 
The doors of the wain entrance were thrown open., and 

inside could lx; seen the Image of the dread Dlirp towering 
ovt;r I he stotbe lioness shat crouched on a rude plinth Irf.'twcer. 




the deitv and the altar. 



rile 



grxldcss 



was prof timely 



garlanded, and shining silver arumnr seL off to full advantage 
dir dark,, scowling tiHiiitensinoe wilb iu forehead lined with 



three pa rail l el -streaks of sacred ashes- Huge brass lump- 

wm 

sUumIs on either side of her threw their unwavering Iwzani^ 
nn the goddess mid on (lie minor gold ins surrounding her 
pedestal. One of the Aya-pantis, the priesls of the tribe, 
stood on either side with drawn sword, and right f mm 
the altar all the way down the approach tn the very bottom 
of the steps,, her worshippers stood ranged four-deep in 
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expectant silence, with their eye ft glued on the level open 

■ 

s pa c e 3 Li front of the temple, hi this small space were 

seated Siijiin, like leaders of the different Kahinrc clans, 

and a few of the Mairwara Sessoclias, while in their midst. 

lacing eastj stood the captives, Mubnnmtl Ali and Futteh 

Klum, berth haggsL'd and with blood-shut eyes, hut Still 
breathing Hefinnce, 

At i lie ippniailnl In M r, 1 lie savrilirv In ihc Goddess 
he pm. Another couple of Aya pmihft,. who in variably 



uftkiiitcd ill these sacrifices 1o Dur£», liegan a long illkifi;.i 

lion 1;u 1 1 K' awnnpsiNiifcM*nl of small naillh-d ilriinu, and 

then the Milted butfalu wieh Ml fyith P chawalHl with 
garlands of wild lln-wir-, am I i lx hr mid forehead Hiiivsiredi 
profusely with saffron ami turmeric powder. One of the 
:wo priest* slam ling In; fore ttie deity with drawn swords 
then advimu^h and at a signal front the leader, lified on 
high 

A Ataki-jrii.” iv I ilu- I ill It ; ■ I . i -■ In ;nl . 1 1 . ■ i. 1 1 i.v i,. while 

the other It It i l lu-Id a. copjjm vvhscI in reotwe I he liluod. 1 hen 

Smcnsc and camphor were burned before the deily, and a 

rnimlier of eueuiuits were broken. Chi its of Ibr-se ton mute 
i n i ngk*d with cm shed Lukliijis sweetened wilh jaggery were 
a her wards distributed ten all those present, and when (his 
was over, the trial of the prisoners was hejmu. 



hi.< sword, anil amid ii Ux L lc iti 



hum of " I iliaVcIILi.- 





1 1 n arose and. tun ling towards KaLan 
Rahtore ami Udhaya-b'haii, asked them formally on wham 
charts the Kajpuls had made captive the two Imperial 
officers, and why they had Iwn brought to the llhii t'oUifly 
to receive punishment. Hataii Singh then recounted briefly 
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the trcadic ry of Muhammad Ali 5 wlio liad inveigled 

Mukliya tine fcfairbea to his camp under jn a-ieiicv of .1 truce, 
mid had had him murdered. Such u crime, said Rataru was 
Linlueard-of even among the serv^i'its of the Emperor, and 
he urged that nn punishment the Rahtons could inflict 
would hi.- yn effect ive as the mie in vogue Among the Bhils 
mid Mccnas for wdcli heinous offences,. 






!iahUin\" raid Snjim, ""all that you say is |»rf«tly 

ubk 1 , llui our traditions do not wurrsint 119 in 



iuilirimg lb* ptl 1 1 i sshmtnt to which you refer upon men who 
have done no direct injury to ourselves. The ease of this 

Khan dues not concern us, ana you must dispose of him 

recording io yoiir own code/' 

"Hill," cried Rat an, "are you not our allien, and i* nut 
the L raid i e ro u » slaughter of one of our noblest patriots 

vour concern as much as ours?" , ^ 



J B 



N ay, nay,” rejoined tin 1 ; lihil. "We are w 



you as 



a race in this present war of freedom, Imt it is nonetheless 
the fact that, Saliurus though we he, we arc yet iitl 
Independent nation, who may range Ourselves against yon 
Iti-morrow as readily as Wfl Stand on your side to-day. We 

are quite prepared to execute any decree of yours on this 
Khan provided it he other than our own traditional mode 

of pumshnient for criminals of the irret rtegree* as sanctified 
by our goddess. Such is my derision, and I on hear no 
furl her Argument !" With tlyoc words lie turned toward* 



Udhaya-hhan and asked him of what crime Ins captive was 

accused. 




HIGHLAND JU STICK 



()!> 



Warned l«y what had taken plate,. (Ik- wily jodawat 
narrated a long string of the apostates aiUdewLs towards 
(he innocent f nrest-t Hbes of Mairw&ra and the" A nival Lis., 

ending with his abd net ion of the unprotected daughter of 
the Chief of the I (hi Is of that very region, together with 

three of Iter maids, all of whom had been forcibly converted 

■ 

to his faith. The I lifer minds \w\ iK-rit given in foreign 
t rcHjgjs, while III Lc newly made Khan 3ind kc a ]»t the C'liief's 
daughter lli Li is own hit rein amniijj hi* lit her woman. ' When 

this aUluctiun took phtec,’ 7 Udhaysi tin winded,, ‘ T was ynnr 

gitwttp G Sujiui. iiini I swore lie fore you that come what 

might, J would sooner or Iffier capture thh haw; mvisli** 

o f helpless ■ivumanhi Kjd, and liimd him tpvcr, I * mini bin id 
and fiMjt r lo Lhe justice of I hi: BhilsT 1 

"Well spoken, ) i.xlawaL ! " .said S uj nn. "A Vo Bhils 
here present cm vouch fur nil that you have said* mid we 
appreciate the high motive which made you risk yunr life 
tii repay our hospital ity- ’Hie captive before us Ilil? indeed 

been a refenlteKs persecutor of us Salaams, chiefly because 
we have been lifelong and loyal friends of the noble parent 
whom this- cruel young man has so unnatu rally defrauded and 



I net rayed . On him shall the Devi execute her will in die 

time-honoured manner .sacred to the LSbiLT 




till s 



closing ■■ v i :> r d s were greeted wilh a chorus of 
approval from all the: other Rhila- present in the tlrrung.. 
and the wltole assembly then descended the steps to where 
their bee-1 live linis stood iu a clearing on the rugged slopes 



of 



range 



r-u ■> 

In the meantime Tej Singh and 



his friends debated tin'* fate of Mubiinmad All, and one 
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DUftCA-DAS, ' 





of |IU' kalifores siiKtrcsHal lIieiL LEie t r uce-breaii C r should Ik 






offered the diiime nf single comlial with any One among 

them, with tiit»cr s*n ■ I'f I, to nee L.r dagger. 31c maintnii I Ctl 

iliist, nil In nil'll .VltiLinnimiuL .■Mi I”''. :u.-s'l <■!! ihr hovs oi 

hpnon inhto wiirTare, “nth Lreafiiwnt m" him would prove 10 
the wHirifl II ml the Jfcij puts at any rate were wa mors ;uuL 



I K if S^SrlriSlIK- 






m t If Cl lit L>( liHL 



vilLi^c. 1 , and, at a sipiinl i rdm Sujmi, liiu TShils mtiih^I wiJb 

I 1*1 WS -I I H I BiniiWH lianit 1 II l.m either Si J C fiE lltC rUggCtl 

iiillliw^iv thuL led Li? (Lk» IvnCicnti nf ill? vallry, from which il 



rihiv 




c-i] i lie slope* of the eastern and nh innately 

reached the pcvini where n l:v;i + eii road |a^cd ifeortll and 
wmih In -ill the important towns of ilewar 
Wu - 111 y- rive im e:.i’|i side. n! :l 



I In 



5!iiK, 




from c-.ii.Il ol her, 



-I i 



-IniK'c- ill Leu yard* 



wft*. Ui aim a single ska. ft lit list 



i'll lining niimiial as he sired hy them. No une was in shoot 

uni-re than one arruw at him if he kq H to the | c h . hm if 

1 

III- ;lI U-iil|?Lc'i] Ui hi‘e:Sk away at fig her side, I hey were eiiCirlc/d 

Li 1 UJI him with any mrmher of shrill* drey like* I . it’ die 
captive was su hardy as to esrajie death in spite of all tlie 

iurwOTl that pierced his Imdy, then (he htwa of the BW1 
stipulated that lie should he rqnwmvl Op the temple ami laid 
cm the ill I ar for n short while, af ter which l ie wftas to l ie taken 
1o One of their huts, ami die i lower fill remedies known to 



the hillmen were to In 




Co 




won nds. Oil Ids 



remvery he would [h? admitted into their colony as a slave 
Mi the whole community. 




HIGHLAND lUSTILK 






By lilt rime that all pf^radon* had been made, it was 

near * unset. Futteh Khan's bCKflds were removed, and after 
he had I sen given time to recover die full use of hb legs, lit: 
was ordered by Sujtm to begin Iris race against the deadly 
shafts l d fifty executioners — if he dared ! The nn furl unale 
young man looked all around him. but everywhere smoulder- 
ing hatred met Id-, eyes, ami grim resolve way written on. 
everv l future, ‘Kahtuft^ And HessiodklJi T lie Lik'd. "lEiink. 



s* n lair on your pari ln> wiliject a bwthcM-injpuJ; to the 

jninishnaCL ibi i if :l I mil ki n m * } seople ? *. j real thotigl i- 1 1 ly sirm 

may be, is tiler c iiOlliiJl^ lhal I qould do even now to make 

some: aim lament and thua seeing imi life, Imt a less ml&er- 
SLbk death ? Am I nor after :il| a son of Kfijw;ur;i 7 a IEara„ 
a Mcwaulce close to many ■ ■ i you by birth and bfiKirl ?' 7 

“Dog!" cried JJnaltf Singh till Seipodia, the licro of 

many great exploit against the lmiwrisil forces, "'l^otaid 

and viper! Do you dure Inked of your kiiiahfp La ns of die 
race of die Sun! Villain and traitor that yon have been 
all your days, is tL-eiv one single good deed that can lie 
counted in your favour: Did you not thrust yuur i>wtl 

father from hh throne by selling your soul to 1 he enemy? 
Vi 4 ls il noL you who plotted the abduction of the IIojk: of 
Mar war ? Have you not frmn the flay you sat on the fjadi 
of Bhnnjmra piled crime ■hi crime, oppressing tins city anr[ 
ravaging the culintry aide . a terror to all tamest men ■"! i ii I 
1lPl]0LinLl]k womm: W 1 i m 1 have yuu ever *par rd , client 
wc -riioukl listen ti. vOscr whining nnw? 'J'inne presses, O 

Snj un, I.et I ci^tice talk* ii.?* ioiii-hp ! ' ' 
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The lie]])5css Prince looked this way and that Airil ins 
fcnrts shook under, ihm as rough Inn ids began to \>o'\ *1 him 

ulung Llie i jath . lint just td this jilntture there arO*c a 
cuvnrthoti i ri"i arming the bystanders, and a majestic figure 
rode into their midst trying <L I Irikl ! Lf 




I 




CHAPTER XU. 

The Emergence of Ajit, 

A nn nidi I* lore the incidents related in tlwj forepoiup 
chapter* the brave Duipi-Das hfiwl SCI fool on the soil of hi* 
| * | ft V Cut Motherland* Rnjwarni. Hirer an alMeiwr of nearly 

nine years. 1 1 is life in tile LJocrim during llicse y&v* L« li1 
lKi rt one of emsidess warfare in alliance with the MahnfcttBH 

again si llic hostile fort** nf Rijii^ir, Gnhroiidu, Vtdhstrllut 

r.- d A I nil. ■■ I n.i gar. Jli* prcreicc amid* 1 1 a: hUip.Ii * I aval i h 

tj[ M ahariwlitra was: n mo>t potent influence in all their 

till m e ro u s fiOcCCfescs, and the. sorrow of I halt brltvt Little 
nation over the loss, of SthvajL and his lxild warriors was 
forfeited to -rime extent n* long as Hk Rah (ore s i »j OU rued 
among them. lint repeated rails fame lr> Dur^-Itei from 
his unhappy roLLiitry, mu! there was also- I tie ctuld A jit, 
th ml plus of whose welfare were never alisent from his miiltl. 
A l Last lie urged on Saiiu Mfiharjij how sorely be was 
needed in llis native land, and (lie Isinp laad no alternative 

but to consent to his departure- Refusing re fully hot 
firmly die many splendid tokens nf gratitude wliirh the 

Maharaja pressed na Lii iti . the great Rahtnre lode farewr 
to Maharashtra and corned his steps norl toward a, acconi|KLiii- 
ed by six of his countrymen. all that remained ollL of nearly 
two hundred who had staved widi him in I lie lAcer.iii. "File 



narly 



reached the confine* id Mr war Isv forecd marches n 



fortnight laler. and it Dewd Partaheilrll, I he etUr ths" 
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iAIlTGKh 



J 




Chaudawats, a deacenrianl of Jaimnl ui Mcivar hastened to 
welcome the Inert*, and Omt^l spent a kw quiet (lays under 

his huspitabk 1 ruof. It was i Iktc that he learnt that a grave 

strr. u u f affairs existed in the kingdom ut Sistppa and of 

The great Kana 14a j Singh had died sorai after 
IHu'^L-lhis left for the Smth p ami Maharana Jay a Singh 
I Hill ml ax-eded him, TCwn hi: fore coming lo like iIiiVhu:. the 
Kana had distinguished himself ns one of the I'mammst 
Vt arriors of his thm% lunl he kepL Up this rcpuhilioii ■«' a 

few ve-n- nflix liis iieceSMIOLl. Tlwtt in m unfortunate buur 

I'M 

Ire luok to himself a tfK'wnd wife, Kauiala-dcvi of die 
rnuiKiras of Uij-ini, who proved herself a veriiulih- apple 

cpI’ discord in ihe iKilitfcs i>f Mewar. From I lit.* oiiisei, she 
evinced a kepit dislike for the senior Rank a daughter of 



lllL 




• HIM- of Ihmlfcitl- iLllril III ;l 




little cricks she 



lured the enamoured lx ana from her rival’s side in the 
course of ;l couple of year?% So infatuated had Java Simf-ii 
heroine that he left l/dciiimr. llte capital,, fur good, and 



lik'Niid, 




Wstl i KftillfrhMlevi pi till* hiKl.irinl.is [iilIiLm 

which lie had I null on the shores of lake favasammick an 



sheet of water also 



Tli 



>rnicir queen dwelt in parties it resignation nt Udaqmr to- 

gel her with her son Asmara, the future hofse- of Miiwar. OuF 
ei nil ilc itk nionlhs previous to tlic rttnrn of FXirga-’Das, 



■i 



a. i 

this Rmy P then fourteen years old, hard risen in open hostility 
against his heartless f rather. He esca|>ed with his motto T 
st nun the guardianship of die Prime Minister, Befoul ri I .a!, 
:uid marts his way to Bound! . There the Haras of toth 
K chili anrl Boandi flocked to his standard. and with a force 
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of tell thousand men the lad set out 10 mnktf war Upon hii 
father. UU arm}' was pw>w cncmdped on tlic slopes of the 

Aravallisi somewhere near the Naim Pass, 



Ttliy news Upset Durga-Da& greatly, Amidst all the 
manifold evil* that had Ik fallen Rajasthan ever stud? 



Aurangazebr OFime Chj the throne, Me war alone had kept its 

* J j 

bend high and refused Milari 1 1 l>fis.ic 7 fei iiii i he FtJffpirc. Ihe 



re n Min 



fiir Ik ;,m-t’cs£ was- that there hail i rover Ijevni cniv 



interned ilts iiilrigui? in the Royal lJ.oU.sc: 0 f Me war sin-ce 
Like dfatmit days oT I-aliki. feared ill at thi* quart*! 

between father and ^011 in Holy Mur Iliya desa presaged. the 

beginning uf die tin I -the end of Key [nil 1 lomitim ice ilk 

Hsndusthan. Accor* I ill jfly? when bit host tfiUl him that a 

number of the sixteen nobles of M,etv 4t\ with himself at 
their head were projecting a journey to the Aravallis to 
interpose bet ween father and son arid thus avert war. 
die valiant Rihtore asked ii> afO&^any them- Ilia 
support WOW joyfully welcomed., and two days later the 
whole party of about a thousand Se9£0cUas arrived near 
Udaipur where the Maharam was inking tip bis quarters. 
On the confine* of the city, Dnrga-Das parted company 

with the others., saying that he. would hurry to ihe camp of 

the ytJMg Wince to gSy-e him advice w hi Ic the rest were 
taking counsel with the father. He £]>ed away on Ihs 
. .mighty war-horse Vajrs { T himd e r “holt ) , and he and his- 

sis companions reached the camp of the Haras next dav. 

At the sight of their threat mKUMlIll hero, the Haras 
set up Eond shouts of joy, and the news of his return to 

L 

■ Rajwarra was soon flying nil over I he country. Dnrga-Das 
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laid * 1 * men to lead llim al once to tlie Flint*, but when 
be rcovh«l the hoy's tent, tliei f^iard Wild that (li* ynunij 

1 1 i ; i. ■ h. I ■- I iu r 1 1 1. ■ Li i ■ I =■ : 'lie ■ a ■■ ■ ihe ■- ei y Lo 

H 

consult 1 1 1 e SliraaiilJiLiLL Tliaknr l litre i l I ji J ilt tilt lETOpowiI raid 

chi iIk: Ruya] treasury at Komalitiir, Being’ well artfuamttd 

with ilit Thakur, Durp left on the instant lor the due fa 
enimitliud vilhige in the ghats, It was late nt night w h 1*1 i 

the liiihtores rcach^il Lhc pLjuv, mid there, di iheir surprise 
and delight r they heliekl Miutar Vugi liiiiLsdf , also a b t. ml 
In ftntcr the gnle, J.hirgu al unrg jumped, fmm Ills Ihksc, 

HI 

ati diil all lhc other ttalit&re^ mid ippeetiTijj the siawetie an 
most affectionate term*,. he first l»Wil amt paid. his respects, 

Hi'itS then einliWM I Hasn aa dk svui f ior won Id another. 

Madar Vugi's features rdas^d their hahitrad sternness, and 
thru the Iwu friends let] inl-ii eager talk, Durga'a questions 

Ci II relating lo the precious diHTge left in I lit Vogi’s care on 

■ 

Mount Arlnuda nine years before. Lnrtvcrsiiig (Inis, l hey 
were admitted to the simple Imt £|sadoU!t inanition ol the 
Slmntmui chief i aim, and chough the hour was late, when 
ll&e latter heard that (lie sage of Mount Aim hud come, lie 

i ;ml lial f -dresged from his l^dmuni to the moral hall to 
hiiL him welcome. On his way le roused lVirKt Aimra, 

F 

iiS'I ii y was sleeping soundly in an ante^chfiiiiljCr, and Uwy went 
Ingelhcr lo ixav I heir devotion-. to the wige whom (lie whole 



of Mar war and Mcwar honoured and loved. U'haC was 
the surprise nf the Shnirfmiii when he beheld, standing tushie 
I he Yogi, the great Ehir^-!Da» whom he believed to he 
rainpaian i njf far away in the Deccan! Refreshments were 
loon ordered, and an eager consultation ensued, in the 
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i m W rse ut \\ 1 1 itli two definite decisions were reached. The 
lirxt was that I Vince A mam was to didsmid hi* fell lowers at 
oi ] cc . and go to Udaipur to ask f Org i v e tiers * of his father for 
Iris impulsive act of rebellion. Though it yt>h Did easy for 
the youth to swallow his pride to this eKKiitp lie consented 
to do so when liolh the Yogi mid Dn r gu. ■ Lh i. s urged upon him 
how fatal ii would he io involve Wewiir in civil war (mu just 
as thu whole oT Rajwstrtti was rising an min* man against the 
tyranny af AonrnjpzcfjeL Tim gntjuudj was that the Ada it 
mid the liahtorvs sin m id repai l‘ On I he ihutmiW to Mount 

Aim m icH the hoy Ajii who he really was. mid wind high 
destiny awiliu-d him, and brine him ifcw.iy with them tm ;i 
vigor* ni$ esi mpaign fur his r&btwiatnuivlE was time for lhe 
rightful Prince of war-worn Manit-Bfes in make himself 
known at last to his faithful Hnhjtcta. Having conic in 
these condii'iohs,. the rmrl v retrial for lhe night. 



In the rosy dawn of me next day. a small |jarty >eL out 

cm horaeljacli <ivcr ihe foiwt-cted lii I Is id the Aiavallia 
towards Mount AIai. Tire gaunt MacLar Yogi led the way. 
seated with the easy grace r?f n cavalier on a coal -Mack 
charger 3enl him by the Shan! ami. Cl use liehitid him iflde 
Dutgii-I)a^ on his faun ms "Vajra.’" white as the drivel t 
fcnOw, and his sis, Rahtores followed oilc behind the otlKr, 

astride ihe sturdy Deccan pomea which they had brought all 

die way from ihe Smith- I he V -s siraain^ knowledge nf 
this, highhuid region tumbled ihe men 1o reach the tficred 
mount at aliOul mid-day- Long before they readied the 
gali% Mokiind Singh, who wa* keeping walcli m Lhe terrace, 

hurried down, undid the ponderous liars, arid threw Lhe sroti- 
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spiked si miters wide open. His lusty shouts brought his 
ixiim Julian Shiv Script] to the scene, Juki hard at 




s h eels 

I Bj 

there followed h'i laughing youngster fllM.it nine years old. 
The hoy rail eagerly L o wa rd s the party, and datfjied tile Vagi a 
itrm-s cis soon as he alighted from his steed. and raised Lhem 
lo lifa bead. "I lien he staled hard aL 1 hirga- D 3W , who stood 
eyeing him with eluse interest, and at l he other six stalwart 

It was rtite Lodci'd for and i a. company lit flppL i o&ch 




llis lunni P ;uid he asked 1 1 il- sage win* I lies? H ranger* wru\ 

“All in .l;*< *tm | lime, A hi.’' w;i* i lie reply. -i Wo will talk 



filler, lull L10W fins Min IS llQL 1 




\ yk - rite LnmishHL fihe 



onr gnesLs greeting., wild let us go iCHkirn-sT 

When, later in I he d ay, the eager nlripliug was made 

LaJHI 

aware of his I ritt- mnk and identity, it was remarkable to set 
the air of dignified •inmand which, he assumed uJlttm- 



si'iomsly and at tmcip umpire Ins. tender year*, He parties 

]iotrd in file fun her talk dial ensued tliat night with all the 
wisdom and gravity of a yCriing man From whom a great 

nation expected great things. I huga-Das compl imputed I he 
loyal Keeehee brothers oil line splendid maimer in which they 
had carried nut their trust . and die motherly nurse obtained 
her meed of unstinted praise and the promise of a small 
e*1aie with a homestead in I'ali. nf which town she was ,l 

native. With die break of day the while party, with the 
Yogi again at iheir head, left for Kailwara, the dwelling 

I da.ee of A jit's mother. the wife of Jnswaot, who for more 
Ihafi eight years had home in p silence the pangs of a mother 
compldJely sti hi rated from her beloved child. 




THE EMEKGEN CIS OF A JIT 



79 



Great wa* the joy of this noble lady -when her eyes be- 

held the venerable Madar Yogi, who during all these years 
had been, a tower of itrength to her, the bold and chivalrous 
Durp-Das, and her darling,, long-lost A jit, whose gait and 

fcaluve& recalled vividly to her mind her lost hero, flw in- 
comparable Jaswant, She took the boy lo her boMm again 

and! again, and with many tears in vakeel the blessing* of the 
' "Wearer oi the Discus” Oil her predous child, and. on ail 
i hose who had reared him and guarded him soft: f mm harm 



for so many years, I" he grsiLciul ip n*i?i i sliowhreo gills on 
i lie humlde anti presented Llic Kccehev lirndwTs, despite 
their protest*, wiih rich dresses and a fully caparisoned. 

Isorne apiece. 

Just 5 ih every one was preparing to retire for a well" 
deserved rest, after a -iumpteou* repast. word was brought 
to die palace that on the following day the lihils and Kofis, 

of the Nairn Pass were going to execute their “Highland. 
Justice” on two In1]jcrial f Officers, me of whom was Ratau 

Singh of Bhanimra, otherwise known ns Futteh Khan. The 
Yogi, never easily surprised, betrayed unusual excitement 
on hearing this, and told Durga-Diu that they must again 
take the road and contrive to reach the Bhil colony he fore 

tbU awfuj punishment was inflicted on the apostate prince. 

i 

Durga agreed, and alO sought their combes to snaleh a few 

■a 

hours of repose. 

We now return to the scene below Lhe temple t>f Dtfrga 
as Fnt tell Khan urtUtifcd to meet his doom. 



When the stentorian coinniand “Hold?'' fell on the ears 



of those present, ever v one turned to look at the individual 




ao 
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who thus duml to intervene mid a t reniend jli h kIkhU j 

ijii alJ sides from the kahror*s; "It is 






Duran -[)** , yur 



Durati-Dns 1 Kali-Matuki-Jai !” Tim.- Ralston. 1 * jukI ijekso- 




nocked together I" ruin all ihver tire- hillside, and 
Rbi]-s retired lip The sleife ol Lhc shrine its m> pleasant snood, 
taking the two captives with them. Just then (he we II- 
k i kiwis Jifttirc of Matlur Yopi curtrc intn view, In riding in Iiij 
right hand bin terrible broadsword, and dating wilts his 



Jett Llit- ami nJ :i IsritrlsL. fared Imy t Irc-Sscd 



in princely 



aa I’MOUK am] Iruskihg Sdsn rn'vy ini'll :t Pfbh.ii ! HeliitKl 

these two appeared a score of dewrmiiitd-Jooking Iwrecmen, 




foremost airtung them briny ihr Eony vanished 
brotlrcrs, .Vloktllld and Shiv Singh ! 1 Kenire the crowd 
hemmed him round complete tv, the Vogt advanced towards 

the sullen 1-iliil.H arii.1 Kiid ; ” Children i>f the o : \ v u and the 

jungle! Be nnt wroth fiat ycnlr sacrifice U\ tilt Jfrvi ha* 

(bus interrupted! CjtisSrd well your captives, and 
to-morrow I lie ceremonies sh.nlF lie continued in a manner 



to satisfy yon all!” 

Then, l liming dramatically towards the Ofirtishillg 
Rajputs, the ascetic pushed the I my gently forward and 
cried, ‘Behold, now. sons of Rajasthan r and especially all. 
ye Rahtores! llene in your midst at last is A jit, lire sole 
surviving son of the liilc Rmia of Mar war. /as want Singh, 
preserved in nn his lots :likI kept in safety .-ill These years hf 
that pa lad i n o ( Raj warm. Du rga-I ):ls ! V cm 1 ia ve long 
yearned to see him. ami many among you luid even given 
up Impes of ewer helinkliiig cither the I'rince or Ins guardian. 

Bid them we[cntne p then, for here they stand he fore yon. 
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S\ 



bumiiijg' Lq lead yOCi Odicc more into battle for the Ipicur 
and freedom of your country!" 

Then, eli: the gathering darkness heightened \ry the gloom 
°l the foKst-dod slopes,, a. scene cOhudcI that baffles aLl 

description, RLt&h-torduEH f« mi filed by the Bhitn threw 

into ]Hdw«aqru« «Ik( tlie bearded features of many eh 
J odawai . Kaupawrit, ft fuirtca, t "I in i 1 \] in w<i r . Soitifjaiv 

K> tehee, cit tfveq UhatlL, working with a iKi^h-mii^ie emotion 

l in inhiJant 





f Ohio ■ 



hi! love and u”M:renL-e h which foil 1 1* 

cries hF "'Our IMiani hii* Lome! Our T)liitni 

r?re<id and viilrr luive regidiu;ij i 1 icrir savour for the ltahtorcs 

oiiee agtiill! Long live Kan.-i A m* f Long li s l: « nr yaflaiit 

saviour Hurga-Lta*! Long five our sacred Maral-Wc*. the 
Land of J femes!" 




CHAPTER XII 

Ajit and the Bhils, 

The nexi day the clam row early, and all the leaders 

ruLirli k belter occupied overnight by. their 



I 



nirmmded 



juy pr 





Diir^n-Uas in li I the Yogi comVired wi 




L l.t" 



■iKCih as fu whnt stqtf voukl lx* taken to Lhe \ J Auh, 

j here was nu ilifiieulty sl hunt MulianutKitl Ah. Raiunull. 
Jihla, emi.siiL lA Aluk1iy^4^JM l uudtuUwik to dmltangv ihr 
Mughal i -U siugk 1 ririiltat v^slk jfiiftturj. f l" M tilts nmiml proved 
vkitonon.Es, he would lx 1 permitted 1 * ► j^n free mid Kali trn till 

x . ? ■ 

smiled grimly a* he srikl this.. The proWerri was whether 
I In* niiiU wet* 1i> he allowed fo I ice I’uttth Khan «n 



ruld I ill .Hid, even tbuaigh lie fichly drived deal 111 m rmy 
Ami*' ; 1. 1 lii'ii- linvids, \h-x:,.r Voyi had <en- j ■ h in i" i il 
views on these human Hacrifira tv the deity, which he a" il 
XatiHk-jisnithi considered hateful ami iKarliaimu;. Never Ulfi- 
less it would he very unwise to offend the i vlt-imis prvjm lives 



nl" the.se imis 



:hi I 



In 



nf she forest, from whom the 



Rajput* expected effective aid ill their wars against line 
■hnpire, While Ftf 1 t eh Khans fate was thus under 

cuaisklerration, the Mhilis arrived mi the scene in a body, 

headed by Sn j ml . The latter greeted the new-fuund I 'riuee 
of Jodhpiir in hi* simple, manly fashion, then paid Iks 

reqjects to both the Yogi and the great Diirga-Das. "O 
Kltetfi lords of Rajwarra/' said Supm, "it is not meet that 
ille Devi should I** kept waiting fur her dtifir We Bhils do 




ATI 



r ■ p . 



AND I HE-: KINDS 



Hi 



rmt citrc itLl-u ymi du with MuliatsiiniLtL Ali f 1*H ]1 il- uLInt 

wretch, the ra'hhu i>J our women and ytiure, nm^t jttj 
(Hj-day wiili liis worthless life the (orh-iL immiinttl [u i*iv 

Oddews. f|j«sefore, ami let the intermjilwl een;- 

ilHjttv of ve.ster-evc mnv ti'iKe il:-. etinrse. ' 






liven as die chief was speaking, Maria r tad decided 
what he would do. ami he told Siijiiu 1tat they were a 




naily m- pnwppcl U\ the I duple, Itajput* runl llhil* I tan Mrt 
ou'L lo iia&rend ttlC lii LI , find in (lie gcuti ;il Imwllr the \ 4h ifi 

drew I he young Ajii Lu cjiic side add whi*| n:THfd ii lew 
hist ructions into his i'i ir . tjwck hcyimtl I ii > year a,, the: 
grasped what wsis wauled of him mid ihuLiIimI I ms head, 
When cverymic had aaKCUlMad. exactly the same arriuiyx- ■ 
nienlsi were mode a--* un I be previous ovening 1 ,. ami ihe fnija 
to die gudde** began; The «l| H ive* stoud facing the altar, 
and aruUnd them weft* ranged the leadens of I nil h race*. 
T he yi mi ig I p ri lift A jit a t q lh I I nt swgn ! Wga ■■( i id l he % age , 
h inking adeinivtlr at the image of the 



1 1 



ndjdess, 



The 



tam phi it had (seen Imml, and the instrument* of ruude were 

when Kuddenly the k'v sprang into the 



nmiiidiiw in 



midst of the oxidating priests* ami 




lieroel v for 



silence with uplifted lmnd*. I r any mu: had nhsorved the 
ascetic at that iiicnmul he wullkl have seen him staring at I lie 
Prince with fi jtoniliftr inlenlnesw. A hush fed on the enu- 
foatfse, anil, in die profound silence that ensiled. Ihe l my <?x- 
ria lined, *"0 men of little faith, arc you tlien blind to Llu* 
sinfulness of the no. you mnteniplatc? llaveyon forgot leu 
dial the man wlnm von would immolate in the HPieicnt 



fadlion I have Muutificd is nut of your own 




And 
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dart; you desecrate my altar wilh tlte blood of one who 

worships an alien: god r Have done with I h i h folly, and let 
these captives wreak urn one anufheT P sword in ]i*nd a in my 



' 



l 



prewnce P die imiiGlnnem id ilK-ir nmmfard iniquities 

have spoken." As A jit rca sed 3 a softness o v e r sp rca c l 1 1 ne 
features of the gamin Fakir, and lie sprang towards the 
Prince and auught him to Lii s Erascwn ere (he e x h a u stq cl I ray 

sank to die ground. 



Great was die wnstemUioii depicted on the bites of 

die lihils when they realised the enonuily <if l lie sin they 
had been mJhhiL In commit. Thankful an their beloved 

goddess Tut having saved If nan from such an nlTriier and tEs 

txniserjUineeSp they m rand their al tendon towards clearing 
a snlTieietjt area a or itie combat between Mu hammed Ali and 

FutLeh Khan to take place, a ml tile IkhkIs of the captives 
were loosened. A couple of sturdy lihils massaged deftly 
the arms and legs of both men, and two keen swords were 
1 1 rough* an<1 handed to them. A feeling uf immense relief 
took the place of the nightmare fear with which the young; 
Kara had Iscen al'dieted, while MtihmtHIEad Ah cared little 
how he died, since he knew that die lie must. Before the 



word was given fur the cOmlmt to start, Siijuti declared in 
ihc I'vrtSRCifece *>f all that die victor, if each did not kill tin; 
•oilier, would l>e free to go away wherever be pleased, si lire 
neither of the cmnbatmils belonged to Ins faith. Thai Hie 

light begun, 

The issue was a foregone conclusion. Muhammad Ali 
was old, and recent happening* had Impaired hh vitality# 
whereas FitLteh Khan was a Rajput whose prowess with 




mi :" ax i.i is i s : mm.s 



S 5 - 



sword or lance v. ;ns a theme for praise among tlic ftaras. 
In addition to Lhis, Li is release f rcm i the dread of an agonis- 
ing form o f death lent him fregh spirit and new strength. 
After a Few minute* of furious hinging, slashing, parrying 
and harking, a wd I -directed hUiw front I'utfi-h dove the ^kul L 
of Muhammad AIL The la net* fell, 1 nit even as lie toppled 
forward his sword sought the bosom of his adversary and 
13-euetrated dose In I he heart. rind I" on eh loo sank to the 
ground. JJurga-J.'ias raised the i in fortunate Luittch On his 

knee, ttinl the youth had just strength, enough to whisper 

inio the Hiili.nire"s puts his dppji repentance for his oflfences 
against Lis father amt [lie win dp manhood! of Raj warn l p 
and a tart petition thai his remains might Ik: cremated in 
lihAnptira. it speaks volumes for the magnanimity of the 
Rajputs that they found means m send his lwdy to Rhaiipurst 
for cremation, and in addition 10 this the Yogi undertook to 



'il f 1 1 ri 1 1 K i s 



uni STirtgh. the failiei'j who had found asyhim 

at (lie court of the Maluruim of Mewar, that he could return 

1 1 k Blmnpura u I oivupy i I be throng from which lie had Iscn 
ousted hy his misguided sun. 

■ I ■“ 

The I c? Liter s were now free to c dock Let die lies! mcaits 
of musing (he scattered dans of Mnrwar to concerted action 
hv virtue of the renewed enthusiasm which they knew would 

p ■■ 

he frit throughout Raj warm at the news * ►f the emergence 
of Prince A jit from his place of refuge ill cuntyjatiy with Hie 
national hero, Durga-Das, Clurrn tix and tfitiiis were 
despatched on al! I sides to convey Lo huth ft Fewer acid 
Marwnr the glad ridings of I hirga's return niid to raise the 
banner of Mami-dcs m the name of Prince A jit, th e heir 
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L3i£ the c2c:p-LrttM i Ja^waul Singh, Meanwhile the hero of 

a hundred ti "lit Dooik Leave a i Iris hgata f-nr ,-l short while 

in order to accompany his son. 1 l- j Singh tn Dhnwa-uagar, 
arid he enjoined on nil his followers tin- utmost vigihiuCe in 
guarding the preen nis ji ft- of the I [ope or Marwar during 
his hrl-e t ah^iicf. He pn noised Hint Ite wOuhl return as 
somi as lit* I li-: I had an uppnrMinity *\t senny; htw the wife 
suwl daughter of IhfiHT Aldifir swn faring in Lais ensLle 
duiiiig his lung absence. 




UEAPILK XIV. 



|>hruvB'NajcAr f 



Lkiigii-! Dzi^V ilrtminiji on Lliu Ltlili wan for tile nwst 
isirt 31 Kind y m id tract nf entlrttry, thr three hundred odd 

it con mined l>ei 1.1^ emlji^uniKl amidst oas-cs nourish 

[■Hi from tliif drifk. I iTii (■ k i.-d i riu i. 




tcJ oji the numerous 




it* rh* 



l-Llrd ■■'lTiJiIU: 



fif ivf s | p ri i N;.iw;nnh llnrr ;iik 

peaks with green, Sicv-ilnd hhoiikki-s icm: [ nan ihi- -andy, 
tftTwb-covfneil w3LSfes r Nk 1 Innd was really part of L ! izi (~ 
vast £k|ieli we eif sand known ns J t^sflifi i M'tT* in ill I uni i h"i 
from Bhatii Lo Rahtore ownership id* mi fifty years prowiou* 

dwAv* 





to our story. The fuehEggs of 
ranked among the fureiwwt of the noble* of Jixlhpuri and 

mi one urcEUiitni when his- sj- tatuT FsllI ic-r found it iiceessjir v lo 

■ 

chief for 




invade DliriivA-rML^ur, to punish a certain 
TkLidi 1 ig Marwar rattle, 1:]iir thru Rana sett Ini I lie- region on 
v:di:mt J ' a iP ire. only -u| ul n in.- iliat hi- dc-icnd.ir- 
should always place the renonm* s of the estn I e \it l he disjjtJHal 
of fudhuur whi ifKver I'^iiiii't’d. 



I'iil Auraifegttiwlic iiseeiickd 



llu- Ini]K!rial throne, 1 he febithm* of Marw wilh tile Empifc 
had aIwavs I mu cordial, and none of ils <tm£lrfiieut States 



had 3>ten called upon to l -lice up arm* in self-defence. Rut 
with Aura n gazelle'* acces>ion the policy of Lhe Empire 
changed, and when Jnswjuit was murdered in distant Kabul, 

■ a 

JlI t ibe eight great ilbristons of Imitates ;lFku kIoi ted Ihcir 

•|ie.ioefu1 avocations, and tqjffllTier with tlieir tenants, now 
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turned into soldiers* kepi uj> an incessant struggle with the 
con i ma nd era — he 1 1 1 ] lindti and Moslem— whom the Emperor 

ELppohtfed to occupy nil rebel towns and fortres^H, lint 

w 1 l i lt every ulEfcC-r ca&tle hi Marut-des land I teen c utt LiW 1 1 c ■: L 
Co yield, I >hruvn-n;Lg:ir muii retained iLs indepefidfitirc under 
the inspiration of young DLirga-Da*, whom no threats or 
uJfers of reui l rd ctmkl i i i H n e n ce , } list WcHt Diirga Le ! L 

l of Raimi with his muster [ as- want, SOmewfierc aboiLt 



16 / 0 , 



M incident h<i|i]ieiiw1 which made even 



i hi 



relentless Au.raLigazeU: refrain from further molest- 

ing flic champion of tEie Kajpnfa. The Occasion was 
One which was nut rare in the mi link of the Mughal 
Court in those days. One day, while the Imperial Durbar 
Weis Pxsng field in Agra,, el discussion arose in the presence 
« i (he Jimpefor about the practice aiming some Rajputs of 
paying worship in lions as others did to the cubic) . Some 
i in.: then .said that u lew of these lioii“WU€ih![Ji>efft were 
present in the assembly, and among those iwirubecl out were 
DLiiiga- 1 las. and a cotiejn of hi* who bore him ocmstaiit ill- 

will. I be Emperor risked (lie latter if lie would demonstrate 
the ritual he fore the Court, SShnngi-Da^ at once rose and 
f minted out jo the lunpcror ihnt the worship in question was 
not offered lo actual lions in their wild 'state hut to l heir 
ioiEigcN in temples sacred In VirdiliadrsL “But, your 



Majesty/ ' lie added, "my cousin, the 
disdains to WOtfcJup images of wood 



►rave Duip-Da?, 

or stone, and he 



performs bis puju io real living linns. Tie will, 1 am sure, 
'u willing in do so in your presence ?it any time your 
Majesty ipleasefc” : 




D H H U V A - N A G A K 




Bhansi-Dat made this malignant remark bevaii-;u he wan 
riii re that Durga's pride would compel him to accept ihe 

challenge and thus tu ctmrC ckalli before them ull that very 

day. JaSwfiJlt Singh, win* was seated near DurgaTtas, 

knew that his enemy "h ritaicnient had. no kuiudatkin in iacij. 
and he begged the Emperor to treat the mutter as a joke.. 

N Kowlim% M Iik wiki, ’’din men in this degenerate ugt- 

worship living tigers nr hulls iff even 



"Nay., tiav," 1 1 1 :*j ia i j i l ■ i L the uioniLrch 



■The 



unle iM 



ihy vasriri! Ihuga in grcftl iti i\ir tmrl, and lie must maiii1.ii.iii 
:t in i>qr pfc'sriicc this v ery niument.' " So Sly inb.% he daisied 
his bunds.. rind issued instiml commands iliat the rage of ilie 

iieretst Ismi the ruyiri ejupp nos^-t-rised should 3.<c dragged into 



the court. 

All i In's while Ihirgn-llns stood silent without moving 1 
;l muscle id his fiur, ami when. l he cage was brought into 
the open S|*w:e Ftffore the limine, In: mere 1 !. asked ilie men 
surrounding it la bring him Mile n tale ri ids fur the rile- 
When Ilie dowers, v i rmalioii, f mil h . coconuts and camphor 
hnd duly lieen brought, lie lock the large tniy containing 
them in Ins hands, and told the men to o|kii die doors of 
the cage. Thrusting the tray lie fore him*, he entered quickly 
And had the diKirs fastened behind hi mu Then, as calmly 

P 

its if lie were approaching a jjet lamb, he went Step by 
step towards the- monarch, of the wilds, and to the jiHiimisli- 
ment of every one present, the huge brute advanced a* 

quietly towards him and bowed its head as though to receive 
Che garland that lay on the tray. Durga at ourc fitiOCrpfrct 
and put the garland round 1 1 k- lion's massive nec.k, and 
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proceeded next to pamt the s| wit iKJtween hit ej.es with the 

niter which 1 st tranciuLlIy finished 
imqjer to the occasion, llien he signed In the.: lik'ii d Lltaide 
I Hi iiii fasten the doora* and aiut out as coolly as a 

worshipper frum a sdirinc cel the heart of a c3ty. A 

n^mendoLis cheer arose from all present at the Diafhar p oik! 

the Emperor gnu'ioilsly IwcfcOLied to the dauntless- Kditorc, 

and after complimenting ! Li ill ] no Surely, it shed him what 
I & ii hi he would desire a( his hiiiHta. 

‘T want no Ihkhi. yimr M n j c s ty . " mul (Ik hero, except 
9 potttise from your augiM [ip* Ihafc you will never again 

subject an iimnceiit man to Midi an unnatural ofdeal. An 



f rn 1 my gnod cinmn who so kindly ended ytHur Majesty 
regarding my worship of living lions, you and all this 
gartering may rest aspired that l Pliall reward him duly 

fie fore many dnyt are over for thus commending me to 
your favour r" 

The Knhtore was a ■, good fis his word, for the very next 
day Ins enemy,, who had decided to get out of his reach as 
4 1 u i l~ I dy as possible, was pursued hy Thirga-Das dragged 
from his horse, and told to defend hi nisei 1 forthwith, 
I he (remhling wretch could hardly lift his s worth and 

disdaining to kill him. made him run lnJuncI his 

mi unit fill die wax to Dhruva-iisigar, where he made a Imrber 
lake one side of Ins moustache off and also shave hall Ids 
head, which was then uf namented will a crown of dirt, 




Tints adorned and mounted on a donkey, Bhangi-das made 



thorough expiation for his piece of treachery Hieing hooted 



and spat upon hy men, women, and children m every street 




J)]lkUVA-NA«iAU 



Ml 



md ] a i ie_- through which the 1 tract hs i n m wits urged un by ihc 



stalwart meii-at-arms of 




l>ehmd! Thus for mo re 



than one reason Dhruva-iiagar wah she only 3 pot in all 

Jfarwar untrodden 1 jy hi reign feet during the whole 1 1 fc l: - 
rime of the {{rent k a hrfcq re, 

DiinjiL-Das was accent ]w»e(l on his rapkl journey to 

Ids estate I nr a men: iiriiidfi.il hj iihui, iiielnslinc his .mmi Tcj, 



tllC rnysbCTHniis Alfldsir 1 r»*;j, I lit' lnui 



K: 



m i ,S"'iii2f!i 



Kumissiwiir, wlfcfi hurl go Hu with his chief whe-ii hii 1 rseurfcU 



Pmiri. 



M-rlrai 



lo 




llw 



stiM.iltiKirilL'il 



Keechei^, -Shiv Singh anti MnkimdL mid the sis KuhlofL: 

i'2LV;ilivrrt wiili whom he- had relumed Ui the land of his 




s. The lii.llc company (.nistuml on rapidly aorosss the 
hills due wtMt to [lie Jriinks nt ih# suli-cflcrLiHied Luni, and 
k i'im'u msiiy ifcjtjs were Over they set their feet on due 
hdgllls oil wlrirh dir castle was I usilc . 

The joy of jEiitm tike faithful K.-mijiviwitC. and his 

hill id fill of warrkirs knew e*i rounds when die ItHlK-loofecnU 





sen Durg^-Das si i x m I hefmrc them, and Tcj 

the keys of die citadcE from jaitji, hnwed lief Oft his i^rent 
and ten tie led! diem to him with liotli hand*, Alight, in 
i i o m liia magnificent sited Viijra, iJiirgft- 1 );is alTtetionately 
pressed tlw.Mii hack on Tcj, [tiling him that he mid Jaita were 

their fittest 

After spending some time in removing die tract ■■ sd the 
rapid Hud arduous journey, UurM-Das mid Iniln to iiiinmi 




Prime Akhnrs wife of life arrival, and swk if she would 
receive him hi the ha PL Jaita hurried into die inner apart- 
merits and tame hack with a message from the Princess 




9J 
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that tin hero who had Injun mure than a father or guardian 

tii Iter was webme at any motnent. 

Akbar's wife was a kajaputni nf kotali ami a Elarawat 
4if royal descent- She unis only twenty-eight years old at 
the ci mg of out story , and for the past nine years she had 
I wen to rill intents a widow, Ider husband after having 
Iwcn 30 gallantly rescued by Diifga-DfcH from his lather's 
dutches!, had eM-apcd to Persia long ago* and nothing I Ltd 

since been liemd of him hi indicate vv hedger lie tikis alive 



dead 



Meanwhile, his- daughter, lliiwtiiitara, was £ruw- 

ialLf inlo :l maiden of rare ta - iLLty, ami 1 lie mollier** beall 
was torn between love and duty as Jk debated with lierseEf 

whether nr nnj die might to keen the 




lunger .11 



Dhruvn-imeat 



"i ■ 



With her U 1 V 



(re diffirultv was that the 




Princes^ of Kofah had retained her own belief as a Hindu 
wife even while she lived with her husband, but her little 

iad Ireeci, like her father, a Moslem from her birth 
and had been brought up in the ways of the Imperial 
Court. Owing, however* to the length of time she had 
spent m the care of the Rajputs, the gar I had naturally 
fallen into die ways of living and thinking of the people 
who surrounded her. with l be result that at the period we 
have now readied she may I* stsicl Co I i i. ve tor g i jt ctn that 
'Lit was a Moslem Princes® of the ItnjjeHal Hollhg of Kater. 
As the years went hy wit hour bringing Akbfir hack to lier 

si^e. liL L r mothtr hurt grown illd p fFc rent ten lltc future. ,md 
nttcr thought o[ tilt time when the daughter would. after 
.il], have- to lie given into the KmsptrOr’s tare. Little 

Princess Roslitnara, therefore, tad v radical I y become a 
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n 



Rajput maiden, and offered up tier childish prayers to 

deities detested hy fill he v father "a race. 

Such were same of the factors in tlie sad .story that the 
Emperor's danghtcr-iri-]aw poured into Dn rga - Das " s ears 
a£ she stood before him, crying 1 and wringing her hands. 
What could the brave Rajput do? At the Lest oi times lie 
knew very little of women, and lhs- oite wife, whom he had 
dearly loved in his own strong, silent way. had departs 
thi?- world long ,lgu, leaving behind I it l' l he 3 ^lLk! Tcj Singh- 
After Jut death, lie scorned to marry again, hut all women 



were sacred to him for her hnki 



li rll* 




ewi tones h«. 



advises I the un fortunate PriucraS” Ui cease lamenting in vain 
the fate that the guds kid chosen in inflict, ami urged her (ju 
devote herself (0 training her daughter as a royal maiden of 
a lie Imperial I louse, and not let her drift into other ways, 
“ft will he my houml^n duty/' he said, "to restore yon fmtli 
to the Court at Delhi when I sultcciI in extracting from 



d equate safeguards 1111' yotlr 



For the 



present I am still in the dark as to the situation in Rajwarra 
after my eight years of absence in the South. As soon as 
I have restored my late master's heir A jit to his throne, ami 
have set him in power amidst his faith fin! Rahfore trdwvr&M 
(the Hwonfa of the Rahtorea), I will turn my attention to 
von t allitirs and send you both with all due honours to the 
Court of y on r father-in-law. Till Oven abide here in peace, 
and have no fear that the Emperor may carry you of! by 
force, I have brought with me the great Marlur Yogi of 
Mount Alki 4 whom ] have asked to undertake at once the 
instrurhim of the little Princess in the wavs of l»er father ‘a 
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i litli. 






So -a*. ing, lie went OUl fin; a moment and returned 



with the jjiuint, gnive-hwiking munk, w Ku held in gme Ls n. li-t l 
il rosary and in the other the Koran. Until mother and 
daughter at tiitoe knelt ar his feet and howed k>W to the 
giuuml with folded hands. I <c asked them gently to ri-^e. 

1 1 nthi>n Kushinara edged away frtim him an though in fear 
4li fed doubt, hut die ascetic took I i«: *Lh her hands, and then 
laid his Own riglu hand i m i the trembling maiden’s head with 

its wcaNh n[ g1ii*iiv tresses, and bowing hh head. uMcrcd 



L "■ 



prayer. Next niimieiU. tn ihe aitw.imwtlt nf lwth 
F targsi-Uas anil her iiiuLlicr fc ibe girl j*aimd her fare and, 





4!s Ibmigh freed from an iik.1v dream. 

■ 

nestled ehise in twficle fid lltc trr*ry Fakir. " It is well, 



Go 



NuhCiir-i .' said ihe latter, turning toward* JJurjpa. 
your way anil have ho feme for ihene two dear eliarges whom 
vi >n arc leaving in my rare, A time will rrmie, O Dnrga, 

when I shall liear witness* before God. and Hire Kmperor, him 
ihiIiIv vou have iKTijtni.iliMhetl. Willi the aid of your soil and 



;uta. your 




, the duties of the {juardian of Lsvo 



precious mettik’rs > • f the ImijeHal Household. Go now in 



peace 



r 



I laving thus settled of his satisfaction the immediate 

s li i ii rtf i«i' I'l'iiK’L* A li bar's wife at hi duunliter, Dtitoa-Das 



was 4i I N nu L to mount Vijra 




So si needing awav 



with his cimirade- h> ihe Aravaili^ when two of the 



guards of the fortress ran into his presence with a HKSsafe 
i® 1 1 Jaihi i h.n ml;*/ ni"Uiiled body "f d:c l\ni|ienir’:- 
t roll's was approaching the castle, having routed 0(1 their 
way tin- garrison of she town below. “Ah'", cried Dnrga- 




3)1 IKL'VA NACpAK 




Uas r "this force iraist be ftwn Padibhudra, and it si com- 
mander iiMlset have learnt that I nm hack in Raj warm. He 
does not know that I have visa ted the castle, and believes me 



10 he still irk Mcwar, &o he is making one more attempt 
so aid net the Princes*. Thank Ftartya (Gocl Krishna) that 
I am here in person to teach my enemies a hitter tea so li for 
having set font in Dhruvii iiagar.," 

T lierctipoi n he issued rnpid orde rs in Iris sou Ti'j J-rita 
1 fiL: t hurii^LwaL and Ham Singh the brn-vt* Ktunpawsil to 

hurry down the hill ;m Minec sides, each with fa fly men Oil’ 
the garrison cm ilrf: hill, while he and his other velcnim with 
a similar i lumber dashed down (lie ^(eps in franc, Kcfcm* 
descending lie summon**] the Vogi to his side and i Ruled 
instructions for the main gate and the four comer* to lie 
guarded by the rentaiiring hundred ifonps of (hit fortress 
I5y this time the enemy's forces hud ga I \ c ipe ri hard to the 
very foot uf tlie FiKL Frtll instead 4 1 1 spreading out dm reoeh- 
injj it, they retained the saihie formation of four abreast which 
they hail been cMHiipcUed to adopt on their way through. 

(he narrow road lliat Lest I up from the town. This proved 

Lheir X emesis. As it apprisached !:hv citadel the rtmd ran 
through a tunnel lK;»red through a bed of hard gravel rising 
several feet high on either side. Jlardly had the leading 
ranks of horsemen readied the arched gateway with its 



uauiwi-Khana when with tremendgus sliouLs nf "I far, M;ir, 

Jfahatfev Y* and "Jai, Jai, Durga-Das !” a numlier id Rajput* 

appeared on the tors of the ridges, showering down on men 



and horses below u veritable 




of rocks and small 



stones. I lift oon fusion 



thus caii^fl was heightened a 
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i ho u 1. 1 u I - i o ] l.L 7 when IJurga-Daa himself., wielding hi- 

tcrrilik: sword "J5ir-HfiiLrlL-R n charged furiously down upon 

the front tanks <li m.I drove them bcher-ghdler Iwk n | .* o 1 1 the 
men behind tEiem, 

The extrere k rear. which Imd just entered the mouth -nt 
(lie tunnel. was thus forced in fall back and spr&d cut into 
the scrub at cither nick- cik the mimi-w 

the hdidils Mi 1 :m j \ 4 ■ 1 1 n.Te Came an 





fmm 



■ray of prim 14a j] mi's 



sci a 



s?|-|' -ul mg their (errihJe vmr-cricR, why tell on the (Iis*m|*rC'd 
wlrficry wilh sword and pprarg. Trapp'd sici nil j-idka ;iinl 

bcwJhtcml n( (Pu* turn events hail taken. and .still more by 

I lie yncxpeerccl presence of fhuga-T^ns, ihc Imjicrial font 
of five hum I red horsemen wns riefcaied and broken 

matter cf moment*. fhiJy alrfwE u hundred and fifty escap- 
ed with their lives, and Prase followed the example of (heir 
commander in throwing (town tlteir swi i rds and asking for 
qiiarrei*. No fthe ev er appeal 0 m a Raj|Mlt in vain for hits 
life, and Durga-l^is gave them the imtoctkm they sought. 



Their Captain then Udd 




that he hard brought with 



him a i lumber c f women with palanquins, who were nil wait- 

in^ in the town to escort the Princes# and her daughter hi 



Agra. "fExcejllent-” cried 




a-Ba^_ 




women of 



jours Eire ei. welcome addition to the Princess's staff of 
attend :nn.s atul they will also serve els he st age s for vdtir 



future good Irahavrcm 



r : 



r 



-So saying, lie ordered his men lo 



convey all these women to the Citadel. “But, Jaita p ' P he 

added, “see tiuii none of them, incur any indignity at the 
hands cif your men. The least suspicion of any such 
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caiuliuct will cast llic guilty one hk life the moment I come 
to hear of it." 

Then, taking leave once again of the PrinceRs and 

ifacbr Yngi, Diirf^Das retamed to the camp of the 
RnhiDrea in the Aravalli* a^. fa>t ay hiy horse could take him. 




CHAPTER XV. 

Shafi Khan of Aim ere* 



Five year? had wied 



Vtflf s 

r 



Ailed with imssnat 



struggle, an the part of the suns of RajastKnn, especially the 
men of Jodhpur, to free the land from their enemies. Prince 

A iit had been welcomed with open sums by all the eight 



cl i visions oi Manit-dfis. anti 




i almost all the 




towns ami citadels remilted in lire [lpasessioii of Delhi, yet 
the Lmpcror^ imndalt* was stagey rttagTLbwd out side 
their walls- 1 nay et Khsm ? TTakini (Liovertwr) of Jodhpur,, 
was dead, and Sujait Khnrii was ruling in hi-, stead. Shams-- 

. was in charge of jlialore, and Bnrhan 




tid-diUp a 

Khan Governor of Sewaitfth. Shafi Khan, a trusted 
General of the Emperor, was- made Hakim of A j mere in liw.- 
place of Shnja Khan, who was recalled in Delhi in disgrace 
for having (led from the field during an engagement with 

Mnfcund-clas Champawal: . Tire Emperor had issued pedal 
instructions to Shafi that it was his particular task to make 

an end of Burga-Das hy fair means or foul, and that if be 
succeeded Ins reward would he the vice royalty of Jodhpur, 
including that of Ajmere and Rlarirwam. U was characteris- 

vke- 



ga2el.1t 



u iL I P.L LI H UiJJ I . I VI ^ Li 

while Iw Wii* (tins; cEttiifluiir Ulc 

.. . VI.-.. I.. ...... . .. I . - m. 



royalty of Marwar before Shafi Klian, he was also making 
attempts in another direction to ?et a liana on its throne in 
the person of one Udayadlt, a distant cmisin of Ajit many 
times; removed. This yont la was a dull, sluggish creature* 

as blade as night, and of a corpulent figure which earned 
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for lii in the nick-iiame of Moiah Raj a among the wi-ls of 



ihc Emperor's Court. 



For some year* thin young man hod 



been a hanger-on in i lie Imperial! suite. always urging it cm 
the nobles in intimate attendance on His Majesty that A jit 
was not the ison of (lie late jaswani, that the Rahtores bad 

palmed off an illegitimate child of Durga-Das On the llTl- 

stfe? peeling Queen fund I he Nation, iUld that he himself ought 
to he planed on the throne of 3 f smithies. In return fur this 

be was prepared ti» abandon his fait I n well as Lo nhflerve 
any oilier condition or s-nmhlimis iiiipawd upon him, Instead 



of settling' the matter definitely one way or the * • the r , the 
crafty Aoranga&ebe kept the silly young 1 man always in 
hope. deferring his filial decision for month after month. 

About 1696 . matters had reached such a stage that any 
further delay in disposing, of the Rajput problem meant un- 
told complications for the Emperor. Hh wars !n the 

with the proper vigour ; the 
valuable trade of the West Coast which passed overland 
through Kajasflhau to Kabul, Persia, Syria, ami finally Eo 
Europe, was almost being annihilated by ihe implacable 

banditry of the Stesodtas and Rilihm; and above all, 
Prince Apt mis now teaching manhood, and Dtfrgft-Das 
refused to listen (o any proposals, menaces, or bribes regard- 
ing the res toratkm of PriiKfss Ro^hinant lo her grand- 
father. What if A jit. of whom reports reached the 

Emperor that lie was a most handsome, gallant, and impetu- 
ous young man — what it this A jit, aided by the arch-fiend 
Thirga. won over the Princess to be his wife? Could (here 
?k a greater calamity to the raw of Timur and Jcnghiz? 



Deccan could not he prosecuted 



■ 
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Distracted hy all Hicm? fears, Aui’angazcbe took counsel 
willi his favourite min idlers, and with their approval he 

prociahfiKstl tlirougliout his- dominions that a new heir to the 

throne of Jodhpur had just been fimnd. with claim better 
rli.m those of A jit. mid chat this young man, who hail 

embraced I sFuin. was none: oilier than a son of the laic 
JasWrinf, discarded by I i i s farlicr and lonislied from the 
Khjfftniii fur m> other fault r scent flint be was dark "I skin 



iwi 



in tempiTamcni. Oni of his g 



rmn-sat" In 



.suffe ring Ks.fi lures, the 




■ror “•i.> i he proclamation 



went on — wr\:- irniwniii^ I hi* new-J oLii.nl Prince as Kana m" 

Marwar* ami lu: wiHilci, after the ^nmiuiiHi, send him u* 

his dominion, affctHniian^d hy an Iniperuil! force large 

enough to maintain his dignity 1 ! 

He f ore tidings of rhis new move on the part o f Ilia 

master reaches 1 Shnfi Khan- lie had set Iris wits hard at work 
to crush Durgjt surd A] it. lit* spies told him that the 

Hah Corey were encamped on llw hoarder Ijetweeu A j mere mid 
Mairsraxa and that they did hoc seem to lie expecting an 

attack from any quarter in the near future. "Good !*' e%- 
etaimed the Khan, 11 Now we will swoop upm these traitors 
and humble the pride of (lint boaster Durga-DaaA Orders 
were issued to the captains under him to assemble at onee 
a picked force of three thousand men, and to march from 
NaSarahad smith- west along the road to He war, where the 

Khan was told that Durga-Das was lurking in the ho[5e of 
surprising that frontier outpost, The distance wtis alrtut 

forty miles, and the Khan IuijkiI to take Durga I >y surprise 
twenty- four hours after starting, hy means of a forced 
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march. The army see out a lew Jays 1 a t e r , a tie I as the roaJl 
wiis a level one ram ling through a plain, she troops pushed 
Oil us rapidly els possible with the intention of not making a 
halt until £iu hour before dawn. The moonlight enabled 
them to make almost as good progress by night as hy duy, 

Xnw it so happened that the spot on which live army 

was tit ftfcinp was a tract of bixnrLLnis grass- kind thrungls 

winch ran an ifflw of the t lumbal. \Vh*n Dur gft - L>as 
had fetiirnnl anti taken up the campaign against thu 

jCL'or, lie had given stricl orders lo all the 

and former* of Ajmcrc :md Mairwam Lhat none of them 
were to Continue to cxvupy their villages, but I hat all must 

abandon their homesteads and seek refuge in the hills with 
l he | Vitriols who had assembled there. The punishment for 
disobedience was: go terrible mid so summary that it was 
rare to find any Kmihi, (fob or G"ww/f sojourning in these 
vast and fertile | Jains. The Moghul garrisons in the towns 

found it nest to mqHx&iljle (o get any supplies locally, and 

■ 

they were ■chiefly maintained |jy provisions scut from Agn* 
or Delhi, if and fflitii tbetsc were, able to reach the forts 
witliuut licinj* looted on the way. 

$o essential was it to Duiga-Dss (hat this slate of 

affair^ should continue, that it was often his practice to ride 

■ 

our with only hal La-dozen men at his Track to all the fertile 
|Kirts of the country to Jind <>nt hy a auqvrise visit if any 
one had dared to disolwy him, It &0 happened that on the 
very night when Shaft Khan was moving towards Bewar 
with his force, Durga had arrived at that particular Oasis 
in the course of hi h fjatnol. Em the bright moonlight either 




Kniiiut tenants 
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Innfc ol Ihc Cl wandering rivulet was clcaiiy visible, mid, to 
the intense annoyance of Durga, he and his men liflhdd a 
large flock of sheep herded for the night on Itoth tin: .slopes. 

A hastily improvised hut stood tm dte Fight hank, and 

til rough the rOtygli bamboo-made shutter which sensei I as a 
<kior t hey couW &ee the rays of a dim ml lamp piercing the 
heavy shadow cast by a Imp,': .m rf live beside the Imt. The 
Rnhtwre CiCLlCml rod* ti|> (hi the Imt ahead of his men, mirl, 
alighting from his -itetd, kicked aside the flkividy slmttCir and 

Vrallt in with his sword dnswrt. Three slatwnrt men— one 

01: them a Cbd ■spi'.uig' hi i- from their scats, grasping nt 
their spears j FjliI wlicu they bunked ctosclv on the intruder, 



die fjiremost man sank hi hi- knees aL Once am 



'egged 



Durga to spare his life and that of his run and servant, mid 
hot punish them fnjr having stolen away i f 0 1 1 1 tile hill- to 
this jMtstmie to s-ave his starving sheep! F 1 ! ssiis as he wtlS 

wailing thus, (Fie oilier Kdhtores arrived at tlie place and 
surrounded (lie three culprits. "Arise, dog nf a Dug rah V* 
cried J'Jurga-D.L-,. "When the whole of Raiwarra is- starv- 



ing itself to death rather than 



stay in its htHlKSCesubi (O 
furnish victims and resources to OUr enemies, shall a miser* 



able wreuli like vole hanker after fattening the carcasses of 
a few paltry sheep?” Turning to his followers, Durga 
Ordered them to string the Rajput up to the .rid tree at once 
while the man's son and the lihil were toW to rouse the flock 
and march them I nek to the hills immediately. The Dngrah 
continued his entreaties and protests against his fate, and, 
as a last resource, he blustered out that he was after sll a 

Mewantee, not hound to carry Out the behests of a |liudaui. 




M 
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Enough!'’ exclaimed 5 in gram 



the 



Sal umbra. 



J lie 



M nhu ra j js, is dallying 




Kama la at JaynsaEiiund, and 



Lj it r.; a- L 1 a s the Kahtone is now lord over all M ad ] lya -ties . J ’ 
As lie spuke, lie j :■ lucked ill rhc heavy turban on the Eiead of 

llle relief, ami to every one's surprise a neatly- folded t l! i' c«j 

fluttered from it on to tlie flour. 

ing thjg ‘up, the Erjim nhra ran his eves over it r read tlie oon- 
tenls mil to Dupga- Pa* r whu was grca tl y astonished at what 
ii revealed. The note told tint Dogrnh fanner Hut 





I 



ie '.V 



ls to contrive lo escape front the l-iahtmte 
retrouL with bis sheep, ;mil that on this ] sariiculuf 
niffllt lit was to eneninp at (his flasK with his flock, 
is Lhe new JJakim of Ajmere would arrive ihe«e ah 0 Lit JeiwU 

with a large flying column, an the way to capture Durga- 

l);n and I’ruice A jit. Tlie 'Eisep would serve to appease 
the hunger of the army, anti, when Ute column returned 



victorious, g rest vrGUh I In- the rowan I 0 f the Dfjgrah and Ii i s 
son, The waiter of the taltctd si fined himself as the 
Dogra's affectionate cousin SoblHJl Siitgli. Ka rknrrn of His 
Excellency Shah Khan ! The note was dated five days 
previously. 



With Ehirga-Das to think was to act. He eOmmaudcd 
Ids men to rnneeal themselves and their steeds in a dip in 

the river-lied overgrown with Imsliss. Two of them wv;Te 
fold to ritle hard (o tile camp near Hie foot- hills and suttiman 
Ajit and I.Ilc Kcodiee h rot lie rs with about five hundred 
Fahtorcs, This contingent was (u set off at once and lie in 
amhti 4 h at a jhwl five miles to the east of IJewar, awaiting 
further orders from him in. person, lhlrga next turned to 
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the Dog rah and whispered In Him what lie was to do, it lie 

w lulled Co nave his life, when the Hakim and Ills, force ir-d v- 

■ 

I _ ■ 

od on the s | ya 1 . He himself, Ruifi Singh tEie Kumpawitp 

■ 

and Sail gram Sahnnhm aif'diangecl their clothe?, and altered 
their appearance so as to pas s Enr CopneIjj’, and as it was now 
pa.sC midnight, thej-' lay down t*: :■ rest. 




CHAPTER XVI. 

The DijsLonitilurc of Shah, 

To Kam Singh and Durga-Das sleep ivas an ol*cdLenfc 

Itfihlmaidt and no sooner had they laid their heads down 

than they were wra^sed in her dark mantle. Fear and 
anxiety would, nut nllow I he Dogroh to re st, however, so 
tlutL the Saturn lira was likewise cumiielled to stay el wake in: 
order to keep waidi nver him. It was i\m it. fO'ic with scsinc 
relief 1 1 in L Sang ram heard, towards dm v break, the sound of 
advancing cavalry. Taking the Dog rah with him, he. went 
a few [jEtuts eastward along the rmd, and tlie two of them 
Look ibeir stand cm a grassy km >13 n wasting the pwsage of 
tin : Khan and Illh iiteii r 

"Forget nor, friend/' flirted, tlie Sessodia,. ‘That I am 

ytrur sun, and that two of onr dcixTidants are looking after 
our flocks , 11 



"But, Tliakiir/" cried die IJograh, “Tuy cousin wi 
"Olii leave vunr cOusiu to me/ rejoined S .mg ram. 



:r 



1 



■■■. ■ 1 ukc bun :n ' i" r Mile » ■ • r liLLe in - : vale uuk. I i-. h: m !■; 

since J met Knkaji. 

Even as they were talking thus, a number of horsemen 
issued out of the haze preceding the ftp. w n p and surrounded 

the two Rajputs, asking them touch] v who thev were. 




ii 



Friends, awaiting Sobfaain 



"Friends!" cried the 
Singh the Kwkfacnn]" 

-, 'He is dose at hand/ 1 said one of them who seemed Co- 
le in command. “Are the sheep ready, friend, for our 
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innniing mcal? M Then, without giving the Dag rah time to 
reply, the newcomers took both men Is ui : i.l < i ng* die road 
towards an mi-coming j^toup domrtuated by a tall figure: in 
the centre. Pushing the Rajputis tafure them, the horsemen 

approached this figure ami halted with bw salaams. 

fc ' What i-. s£ ? hk n, and whom have you hn night before 
me?", demmifk'cl Shaft Klmn, for it w«s he, with his ddil 

uflkers ;l1h>liI him. “These art Iwn Rajput, I Inmar. whom 
we fqmid standing on y 01 1 knoll, uplit-d ihe siwikcauiau i>i 
ittr; ] rarity, 

y\y ibis time Any 1i.<rl broken, and Islikw could Ik- clear- 
ly .seen. SoUiau Singh rt gap used hrs cousin llie PugTilLl,, 
mid tohl die Ktuui dint unc of the Kujiiuta he hi re thcin wits 
the relation of whom he had already spoken,. 

"Good'", cried ihc Hakim. "I Save ytrti the sheep and 
other provisiuils ready, Friend, and luive you seen hi it that 
<rtif enemies are eitreumped in the same placer” 

,J Pardon, Hiiziir," siiBI the Dogfah. "I carried out all 
nty duties even as directed by my cousin, hut the accursed 

Dtirfpa made a raid on roe over-night with about a hundred 
men ami marched away with the sheep. J still have in my 
hut the socks, uf flour i purchased from the villages on my 

way. 1 n i id my son here, and the two servants I have 
brought with me., Itid ourselves, on seeing the Rahtorcs, and 

we have hen awaiting yoitr Excelbncy's approach to f >eg 

you t* aid in recovering the flocks!” 

While the Dug^nth waif speaking thus, the Sal umbra 
moved quietly to where the I>ewflrtcred Karkoon was stay- 
ing. and addressing him as Kakaji. led him some distance 
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away ] irmi the oilier s. atkl whimpered to hum. “it you vain? 
your life, heed wlmt I say. Your treachery to the RabtdflS 
lias been found our, and <1 i rc pmiiHhnient awaits you at 
Ijiirga:- hands. I will try to .save you, I mt only on condi- 
tion thru yon keep silenn: and reftain from interfering, 

whatever !i»| ipenit. Rememlier 1 have my eyes on yon, and 

tliH. B ni'.-i i itnt i -ioe tin: It-Jisl attemp L <i1 treachery, yum will fall 

by my kind, tin matter wIltlI my own fain may bt? ti Cxi 
inniiifnl." Both mi'll then reji lined the others, ami the 
Sidlivnbta had I he sati.sf.ftcl iuu of witnuRsiiig the rag? mid 
rhiLgrin of Shah Khan on Learning of f Jas’s atvkusi* 

DUH capture of i Lie provender meant fur his furas. 

By i his time the wlwlc plain had Ijtvome thronged with 

Lbc remainder of the cavalry and the advance columns of die 

foul, -soldiers* The s<vt.i im ■:.* iiifcin:i i iclr is came to where the 

Khan stood and, saluting, asked for Orders for pitching 



L'-iLLLfl K 



rii 



Settle von rse Ives as Irt&t as you may" exclaimed 



the F E-ibkmn. ''I he niccurficd Duf^gft bus walked ttvay, it 
Rcems. with the sheep that were meant for us. This wretch 

pf a Tingrah tells me there are a few sacks of flour left un- 
touched. See what yon can d> with them.” So raying, he 
told the Dog rail to lead the wav to his lint. 



Ill the meariwh i k Durga-Das ami Earn Singh had 
wakened from their dumhers and, coming out of the luit, 
beheld the plain abort them dotted with slnutii^ and 

gcsticLillating soldiery . Not seeing the Dograh in I lie plate 

where his pallet was spread, Dnrgas first ilnoughts were tliat 
treachery- was fa the air, bnt Ram Singh pointed out that 

Snngrmn also was absent, While they Blood cthii verging 
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thus u firott|> of horsemen approached them, with three 

Rajputs on foot, Sangram, the J fagrah. and a stranger. As 
the party came ne ar, Dilip anti his friend edged hack into 

the shadow of the $v l tree. The Khan and his captains 

alighted at the hut, and Shaft Khan told the Dograh to 
call on his servitors to oarry the sacks from inside the 
hrt.ll to vsltt-rc thr soldiery were disposing thnusdves in 
c m;e|ik -On i i he rivw bank. Ihirga and Ram Singh c ame 
tnun under Lilt; iret* mid l^gliii to hnist llie Harks tm their 

liaicks. Shaft's eyes, alighted on line stalwart Rahtcre, mid 
SOfllelhing in lais ilnlimiMiiir aliravuM Ins alien! ion. He 



tsuJed i lif mail to him and a*kicd him trum what isart of 



Rajasthan Ik hndctl 



Then 



K 



said. <Jii ;i m ;i St I lid V 



fellow, llow is it you and Ifw oilier* made im attend* to 

res bit the Kalitore*' raid: I sec no wounds on any of you/' 

"HuauiV Durga replied in InimJ 3 1 c tmie*, 
Kahturcs were mam . and the surprise sva> 



the 




It 



was ns much as we could do U* run nnd save our :-k in_-_‘ 



H Hllt dad not vour master know that we were on CM.tr 



way hither"' an Iced Shan Khan, "and 




he not tell vrm 



tn hold out for- a few Iwinrs' 






1 Nay, H umt ^airl Dnri^i B 1 The mcr? iwn( i i >n n £ 

Hturga’s natne made our mailer tremble, and lie told us to 

hkle Or we were dead men," 



"Dm 



'Well, what as past is past” said Shaft Khan, 
you know where we could come ll|Kin the thieving Rahtorcs 
ff we took ttp the pursuit now- ?” 

Diirga pretended to think for a pi*, indent, then said ; 
' Flcizur, the thieves have wo knowledge of the Bahadur's 
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corning, and wn would proem] slowly in Hie direction of the 

foot-hills, Tlie army can well rest here til] the smi] leans 
in rhe wes t, and then a rapid march of the horsemen ought 
to bring them face to face with the marauders about auu 



"(.iood!" iaid Shaft Khan. 



"Sue to at that y cm two wx 



out on the path even now and meet w* half-way in tlio after- 



noun with deli rule news."" 



Thus dismissed, Du ega-i ><l- : and tlm Kampawnt made a 
sign lo i]im SaluLtilma, who tiwlcrstnotl what w^ meant and 

look the LJograh with liim, and the lour went, down to the 
river I Kink in close conv erse. All hieing the iiank there were 

innumerable soldiers of Shaft’s arnlv, some cnjuyii^j a bathe 
and others receiving and unpacking pm visions for the 
morning meal, EJurga-JAls ftd Iii^ friends Opposite the bend 
in the river where on nil island covered with shriihi. flpHi' 

tiwn were hiding with tite liorse*. The four of them enter- 
ed tiie witter, uckft as though enjoying a swim, made tlieic 

way tn rlie Imslies, From there it did not fake long for the 

whole jieirty co cross over to the other hank under cover of 
the dense foliacc. The Dug mb, his son, and the Eliil were 

. SJ ■" 

made to mount Inside three of Durgas men, a ml the whole 
party wsnt qfif at a mad gallop reward* Be war 

+ + m m + * 



It was an hour before sunset when the pursuing 1 cavalry 
of Shaft Khan were riding alone a huge tank hiutd studded 
with palm*.. The Hakim was sore troubled in mind } the 
Dog rah and his men had escaped in the morning, and now 
the scouts lie had sent (nit in advance on commencing Ms 
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march had so far failed to eonac back id him with infonua- 

ttOfi. H e was trying to find the explanation of all that had 
happened, as lie galloped along, when a alldden shout arose 

from his followers* and a veritable avalanche of his enemies 

Loosed itself upon him mud his men. With hoarse veils of 



“‘Ajit-Ki-Jai'; Dur^i-Da^Ki-Jai, a band of Rajputs 

with glittering swords fell upon the long-drawn column of 

hi* cavalry* 41 Lid ijcforc lie could think of organising his 

defence, the surprise lierauw a mot. Two stalwart spesr- 
ni left caught hold of his plunging animal, and in from of him 
he sfl,w die dr tailed DiirgJk-Das. wipui" his naMemed sword. 



A sturdy stripling also An horseback wax behind (I be Halil or*. 
Prince A jit was then in lib fi fjtei i tli year, and Ins frank, 
engaging countenance, lit by Luge lustrous eyes, belied, the 

strength and swiftness of his arm when swords were drawn. 

The Kccchcc Mokutid Singh had. I wen hrii tutor ever since 



he waft five years old, and! never Ltfld tutor an afrter pupd 
whether iri wield mg the Jn hour* iwmdling tlie dagger, or 
levelling the spear at a galloping foe, 

When Durga's men arrived early tliat morning 
with (heir Chiefs message asking" for five-hundred Rajputs, 
for the purpose? of an ambuscade. A jit and 'L'cj Singh, the 

Rfditore*5 son, had succeeded in storming the citadel of 
Be war. Leaving the fortress in charge of Udtiaya the 
Jodawat, A jit hastened to the jhfet along with the two 
Keeclvee brothers, leaving of tiers* that (he garrison were u* 

remain under arms in case a retreat was furred on them. 

But Durga’a ambush had been a complete success, mid it 

only femained for (hem to distil sx wliafc they should do to 
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nKci the main fiOi.lv of the infantry that w$3 pushing on 
from die rear. Durgi-Dp made light of this difficulty, 



for he said thar their pr i son frr w 




be their guarantee 



against a turf her attack by the enemy. Has prophecy 

proved correct. When the enemy arrived in force at about 
midnight, Lhtrgri coolly went tip to their leaders and told 
them (list at they were wise they would return, and he lyo-tild 
send their General with them; if, on tile olhfcr hand, they 
insisted on righting, die Fives* of the iJakam and hi:-, friends 
wnnld become forfeit lo iFh^ Hah tores , who Were eseii then 
guarding them r I oise in their mam camp. 



" Untp Ituhtore, 



?? 




one oi die reader?! addressed, 



I ,\il; ■ k 



who is a 




m 



noUe of the highest rank? Such a proposal 
think tFiiU there is something hi-hind n y and we do not know 
how far we may trust you." 



' Captain/' said l.hirga-Da*, “we Raj puts are not 

revenge full exee|i4 when driven to extremes. . Our ohjoct 
in capturing your General was to sfttujw your master Ltre 
Emi>eror that the uiiane policy tie is pursuing towards us. 

is doomed to failure and sure to involve him in disaster. 
All we want is to lie let alone in Rajwarra, and we are 

fighting solely for ilial end. Ajmere also will fall lief ore 
us one of these flays, hut it will l*e by a clean fight under 



its walls, and not by ally 




of treachery- Do not 



hesitate, hut say the word, and your Hakim. g o eg hack with 



you to Nasarahad. Time presses. .What say you?" 

■ The men were Far away from their base, their morning 
' meal had been a sorry affair, the country round them was a 
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waste, anti a light with the invincible Durga-Das was mote 

than they carfid Lo ofliitemjalatc. They therefore agreed to 
withdraw with their capture*] General. Dttr^a returned to 
hfa men and had the Khan hniuyjht before^ him. When he 
had given him some sound advice as to hi* mistake in 
underestimating Rail tore valour, lie sent him and hi:-, men on 
their own hordes to the enemy's camp. Shah Khan departed 
with surly f uk iky , vowing vengeance 1 on Dnr^n T) as. 




CHAPTER. XV! L 

Shaft's SiCOffid Attempt. 



We lave already said llmt die Emperor had crowned 
an Ram of Jodhpur Ode UdhayadiL a distant relation of 
the late Jnswanrt Singh, Under the wwly-aqpttred name 

o f Muliammad AM, ihi.s young man, whim Lli^ wits called 

die iMotah Raj a, sel nut one day fnmi Agra Lo his capital;, 
Jodhpur. Two thousand picked Mulflicrs of t lit- Emperor 

accompanied hini under die leadwHhip of Zfilitn Khan, 
with instructions tlmt die Kahtures should he welcomed 
with open arms if tliuy showed an inclination to desert 

Ajil, and tint with their aid both A jit and Durga-Das were 
to lie destroyed without euinpuuction. The Motah Kaja 
would he a mere figure-head,, and the country w» to be 
ruled by Imperial Wazira in the interests of the Empire. 
Scarcely had Shaft Khan reformed to Ajraere P soured by his 



defeat, when news was hruuglit to him that the new Ram 
of Jodhpur was On his way to the capital and that he might 
reach Ajmere at any moment for a short halt. Antartgasebe's 
diplomacy was ail open book to Shaft, and lie understood 
only too clearly that this second string to the Padishah's 
how meant that his own |.«owcrs were no lunger considered 
adequate, lie even expected m receive a definite letter of 
dismissal and recall from the hands of tlie approaching 

Rana, What was he to do to preserve Ins prestige? By 

dint of hard thinking, he hit iq jo ii a phio. Bewar had 
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fallen, and Durga and his Rahlores had established them- 
selves in the citadel. If Shaft could tempt him and A jit 

to net out towards Ajmere, and if the Motah Raja, arrived 

at Ajtmftre in time and could be prevailed u pon to start soon 

on his onward journey tr'u Rewar, the two opposing forces 

were sure to meet half-way and cripple each other 
effectively. Then would co-roc Shaft's chance ti> capture die 
■dreaded Kahlore General, arid once lie was taken die 

J£n)|KTirrti was sure to evaporate, and ho would 

shower honours of every kind im liis enemy's captor, TIk 
idea appealed in Shaft hl> wtrunglv that he tost nu time in 



L i,El 1 IL ' i.v.;cii 1 jivii. I’c -mMILi'.iJCil Li U- I IL i S|-:- 

very Karkoan who had played hi snrry a part in the recent 
affair, and he told him dial if he carried an t successfully 
the task lie was about to i|Ki% on him, lie would overlook 

h\s put blunder and reinstate him in his favour. Sultan 
Singh prolesBKl that lie would not fail this lime, come what 
might, "it is nothing? very for n (table, Sultan/' said clu- 
Khan, M only want yon in take a few of our men and 
proceed rapidly to itewar under a flag of truce, and there 

deliver into Dtirra^ own l sands a Khar acta which I wi 



give 



You 



penned 



at the dictation cjf the Emiwror himself. and dial the honours 



mentioned in it have arrived and are awaiting tesrowal on 



the General and (Tie Prince — nothing more,” 

SoMian departed next morning for Bewar, accompani- 
ed by about il score of men and two rich ly-rajjari. soiled 

horses and an elephant ;ls advance tokens of good -will 
towards the KohtorcH. He arrived at Rewar in clue course 




no 
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j, nr I was T«itl i ly admitted into the fortress by Udhaya-bhan, 

«H pedal lv as the KarkoOn came uMer ail effllilcni of peace. 
To his enquiries cm to W here Durga tOldd Ik found, the 
wily Jodamt answered that the General and Prince Ajlt had 
j^ie wend days lie fore down the ghats to the western front. 

Inn rhut if the AJjflt'f’Wo was entrusted to hhll, he would 



forward it hv trusty messoiK'il L JS 



and 




till Llicn the 



4=:l I SOV 



w „|[| make himself comfortable in the town just 

Hillside if* citadel. Sobliau Sbigh hesitated at first and 
susgpfstrd ttuL hr; slioutd ais* anpany tin: inusSW ijrrtirSp" for 

[ L i l; orders were I hat none lmt he sluatld hand (sn the 
document to Uirga. iltlt the Jndnwat lattglicd in his face 

and told him he was not foul enough to let the enemy know 

a! I aliOUt the i r strength by adopting any such surest ion. 
Sii. Stibium had to hand mcr tho^oinmmoicatinn to Gdhura 
and to accept his hospitality fur ;l ample of days. Meail- 
rvEtdCj. Udhaya carrier! the Oarerftr m Eh.Lrga-J.las wlvj r 

with A jit hy his side, opened the silken bag containing the 
supposed linyal missive, and found in it in intimation from 

Sbafi Khan float His Imperial Majesty had great pleasure 
in offering Prince A jit and the Rah to re General each a 
Panrii-Hitzuri ( command of 5/100 horsemen) on the one 

condition that they recognised the Emperor’s choice of 

lldhavndit as fire Hana of the Mac war is. If they agreed, they 

■ 

were to repair forthwith to Ajincrv P> receive the KlwShtts of 
hi^ august master [rom khan’s own Etantls, for so ran the 
Padishah's orders. The reading finished, Durga b«m into 
upmariotls laughter at the stupidity of the TTnkim in think- 
in? that lit. Hii rga-Dns. was so raw a novice as to hr 




SH A FI ' S ■ S UCON D A I I Kail 



in 



imposed upon 3nv a nine like Hii*. “Heera*alV r he cried, 

mid fherc: before him, Rowing PesTKscrfuWy, a wiry 



Bilik 






How far did you sav ft Entail Raja was from Ajmfire 



when you left his camp?" 

lit had been encunuml 



ULlcLii -1 kuTga 



r. hat 



tent* on Hie day after I left — six l la vs agvi." 



. i 



Well iiiLiset] 



hlfesL aloud. "lit must 1 1 , i l: 



■ 

ill Li'. i:;l .Vi ni-re hy j : - dlli-L. ;l:hI il i- - i l; I ■ .« -j i ^ n I ]i 

for wine si ml wmien, tile two thin^ the: fool midonshoKU 
Iw^L. (ha I ivl' may count i^mn his staying ilierc for at teiiat 
another week. Tin*: Khm evidently jpunljilin^ on hi 

ability to ggnd iiotn.li olT in oiihc hi meet us il we a^c sLuli 
fools us to march trustingly lAwairds A jmcn.-.' 

Durga then fell into deep djottglit, and having arrived 
at a dcdjiimir he eunummod to his side Kn mna Singh- Ills 

Cousin, and commanded hhn fo lake with him fav hundred 

Bid Is under the order-, of Sajjan and Heera, and to post 
them in tine jungles surrounding Ajmcre. They were to 
observe carefully what the Khan did as regards placing an 
ambush in that F*4t of jungle, and send instant word to 

Uorga mi his way towards A /mere. He then called to 
rmincii Prince A j it.. Moknntl-Hw nmiirpawat, -Singraui the 

Salnmhra ami the KJccd iff- brothers and having clearly 
ex I Jai ned Im plans, ns key 1 them vvhal tliev thauirhl: of ilipm. 



"Thakiirji. 
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Siiigram.. "you propose- that a 




1 weiity thousand of us shorn kl march n.j once on 
I clmihr not but that wn could capture the place easily 
can we affotfd to tie up our fotves hv leaving a ga 
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defend it? Jodhpur,. Mairtea„ Puli. Sojut. Sewanoh — all 

these fortresses are still under Imperial control. Should 

not our first step lie to Free Marwar before we think of 

burdening dnr$dvcs with Ajmere?' 3 

"You du* not understand my pnjjjosals," said Dttrga. 
‘"What l intend is that we should strike a blow, swift and 
■mrt% at the. comb in eel armies of Mol ah and the Hakim, ami 



after prating m i lie latter his total h ability to ttoceims us* 
restore the place to him, As for A lotah 



"‘As for Motel i Udhay-ii broke in, ^Thrikurji will, as 
iL favour, leave i In- dismal of that illtiHtrhms Rrtna to my 

liumbk self !" 

Burgs laughed find replied, -fc Yes f Jodawat, do as you 
ptense with nur true Rails; m\y do not expose hsm to 
‘Highland justice/ for if you do, Mndar Yogi will ccmic 
down on lis -once and loir' nil ! ” 

“Xo, no, Thaku r ji , ' Udhaya attired him, “the 
ei nd mighty Rana will meet with quite another kind of 
justice- suited to his si^e and slmne_ pt 




Mokund Da? HOW I :«1I t ill n sutf^estiim. 




” he 



said, J whv ml wait somewhere on the road for the enemv to 



come nut, and (hen deal with them, instead of risking <mr» 

-i I ■ ■ 1 1 l. ■ 1 1 1 1 - i mt -I s a -hsmL ■ n tIk ■■? A j mere? After all, 

yiiii -ay our object is npi to oixmjiy the citadel,” 

Du rga answered, ' 'you forget, Champa,, that the wily 
Hakim will not risk his men outside his gate. His object is 
to see dint Prince A jit and myself, who, he PwlievER, will 
come attended by only a cemnoL&iii] escort, are n>rt and 
crushed by ll&e veterans n. ocq m p ; l n y i i llt the Motah Raja. 
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Though we may be able to defeat this fc.*i3 and hi* [nq^i'ial 
bodyguard, the Hakim, will have lisad time to strengthen Esini- 
sch" further, My plan is to lIcjlI both of (hem ;.i sudden and. 
stunning Mow on their own stronghold, ami thus create a 
sit litre Lon which will I eai^ ns free to advance early into 

SfarwAr with all our available resource*/ 1 

Prince A jit,, who, though a I my, had aJrwuly r J e veto ped 

fur Strategy 

hone factor’s idea , nntf hr I in night 1 1 m> eon if etc Lie e to a vh w 
by suggesting to Htirp-I)^ thftl he should semi si toticilin- 
tory reply though (he Knihuon to the dTett tliat the kliui 
might expect in see Imth of them at Ajutcrc: at an early dale 

to receive the Jin pc r i a I A' hillar. 



approved of h!> great 



n rcnruirlcn Me apiifttdv 




CHARIER XVI M. 

Princess Rusbin^a, 



It wad to Prince A sit that Durga-Das owvi the idea of 



visiting the 1 Lukin 



mere with all file 



liaj irnts. .that were then in Mairwara. The imintdl 

out in his giiiLflli-ni cli-ii., hi Cfiae ui an ambush um the ven$\ 

■ 

the fosrr thnusuml: men originally apiwifitt9i1 for .th e ImmliS- 

B 

<i[ tlur Klimi, tttlndiiig the live hundred Jihil-S, might lie 
Cl 1 1 1 ] I Hil Lei] to expend Itrdf ^reilgtll ill Kelf-iMaice rattier 
than un an a J v aji v r , but lEtut with iUt whole army liehind 
them, i f k v would lie almost sure to overwhelm the vomlvm- 
cil forces nf lwth the Kin u i and MotaU Raja. 

While prepo i'n i .iuria were on font for the movement i>i 

this targe l»dy of men, word was brought to IJurj;a that the 

| 

honoured iladAi Tcigj was on his way to the camp, aecom- 

paimd hy two palaiujuin* mad a tout three hundred borae- 
mcn. Siu’psrUed at this unexpected visit from the sage, whom 
he thought safe at Dhrtivit'nagar, Dvirga hastened to we 3 - 
oome the holy man and hi a party,. A jit, Tej Singh, and the 
KecL’hft hralhcrs also accompanied their General. The 
two pELicLCH met about half ;t mile in front of the encnm|v- 
ment. Dmrga first 1 lowed lie fore the Yogi with folded 

bunds, and then embraced him warrior- f^bi-nm Cl we 
beside the hermit .-tiKid a stalwart youth. Prince A mar a of 

Mewnr. stud Iris Own Jaita the Kumpawnt. 



.r 



Why, [aila, what brings you here? Have you Pc ft- 
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J 'JJo not fjnestiun him,” illleriJCSfid Madar Yogi, 



"■ L 



It 




I who m fl.de him come with me as an escort to Priiwe 
Akbar ? s wile and child. Oil our way we met Prince Amata 



with his hundred men 



returning from 



bin pilgrimage to 
Gaya. A mar a has also with him lus ocrttsin^ the little 
Choharni Princess, (tie daughter of his nude, Gaj Singh," 
J, Uut B friend , M cried Dnrp, ,! I cannot under stand why 
the Imperial family has been induced to leave the shelter of 

IHimva-nagar/' 

Jj Softly, Rnlitnre,. dn m>i Ik Hurried, T wilt exptain 
briefly why l nmde them cum*. The Hakim Sujait of 
JodEtporc descended on your capital with a bone a thousand 

nidi, and demanded of your garriwn the instant surrender 
ui“ fFie Princess Roshtnara in the Emperor's name. Well, 

Jnita and I made the envoy beat a Father hasty retreat liark 
ttfliis own place, leaving on our I till -aide some four hundred 

of hi* men. Then I came to the COCcJu si o n that your citadel 

was nn longer safe for the illustr louts ladies, and, trusting 

SM 

in God, we decided tlmt their place for the future was where 



vou are 



FI 



H You have done vydl, my figHiting Rishi/ 1 CKCiwivied 
rhifga-HaPr J ‘l should have cursed myself fur an impotent 
fool if the noble refugees had fallen into the Emperors 
hands. But time prtAses, and we have much to do. Let the 



royal ladies, stay in this grove till to- 




. when we intend 



making a move 



northwards. 






So saying 




in stantl ■- 



ordered a couple of tents lo he pitched close to a rain- Fed 

tank beside the grove, and had all necessary provisions sent 

in. Then taking Princes A jit and Amara with him. he 
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advanced to where Sbshzada Akl^i's v, i fe and daughter 
were ideated inside the palamjuiii, and* jGanrliiqj outride, 
e>: Lend I his greet:in;gs with alt affection and respect to the 

unfortunate lady, and asked her how the little Princess was 
getting on with Iter studies under the Fakir, 

“Oh* the truant teases the holy matl ever so much,” 

*aKl twfr mother laughing. "She would much rather steal 

away ti> CFte hi 1 1 side to hear l he [snrmts talking and iv a 1 c 1 l 
the cranes flyiii^ than sit listening io the beauties of die 
Koran or the Sh uli A'rjn r ah ot Firdausi. Ask the Sage if I 
am noL correct/" As lire iwo were talking; l.l ni» p Roshtrtara 
sly ty lowered the LO|.> panel mi irrch, and knell gadiig at 

Prince Aji.1, The yournff Prince- also caught tJie jjSmy uf a 

pair of laughing eyes and ruby lips, and unknown to any one 
he 'blew a kiss in Lire direction of the slit. Then he drew 

Prince Amara aside, atMl both wandered a wav from the 

r 

group along the water's edge, where the younjf men selected 
a shady spot and seated 1 hem selves for a quiet chat, Tt wav* 
only on two previous occasions that thej had inel each uther, 
and then. Iiy chance, in the midst of pressing ongageuwnts. 
Prince Amara w :i s in his iiineleeiith vear, and so four years 

r a" 

older than A jit. He looked! also tougher and more thought- 
ful for a youth of his age, 1 1 is quarrels with liis father 
Maharamt Jai Singh had llieen [hatched up to some extent, 
and for die last five years he had lived, in [ayasamund with 
his mother,, who was still neglected by her husLaiul in liis 
infatuation for Krunala. The two Primes had rapidly 
Ireeome fast friends and were soon deep in intimate conver- 
sation. 
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“Well, A jit." aukl Prince Amaru, ' 1 ho v,' the Struggle 

with yyl 1 Rahtoncii ? A;; far as Mewor is unncenlfcd, Mt a 

single soldier the Pidisliall has found a footing in 
Madhya-de^” 

as you are,” Ajit replied, 



We ate tint so 




“Almost all our chLe f fortresses are still in (he enemy’s 
hands. Except l>hn[va-na"ar and Ahwa, vfC Kalttorcs can 
call none of onr rrtadeP OUl‘ own. Rill Llianks to tliar hero 
of heroes, Dnip ^Ais, and tlianhM aPo Lo yOLLf hr:iv« Scrkj- 
dias, tin."- time iy drawing mi'll wllCIl wf! ■■lull iwsscss our 



homes » n ut i! irtre. 



■ B 



' ' Sen hi rnsiv ■( cm sit ! M 



sail I Amara . "But eiuiugh oi 



th ese grave matter!, Tell me, A jit. is it tme tliat the 

M ahara n a • is thinking of butowm£ his niece** hand on you? 
If tha/t is a he case it means the end of the interdict placed oil 
such marriages by the Roynl Hr lmc to which I belong.” 



■ i 



i i 



-I- 



“Some such rumours have reached Lily oars, said A] It. 
But ns Durga-Das has m: it approached me directly ou the 
mm ter, it e v idenfty still rests with my .gtBrdian* my mother,, 
and ymrr revered father. 

"Well, thet], Ajit," said Amara,, “Yoy must excuse me 
if [ lake any liberties in what I am gming to say, ] happened 

just now to catch the play of lightning between two pairs of 
f?yes. Everyone says that though he is younger than 

myself, the heir of J as want Singh has g el a very old head 
o n his shoulder*. Does not he know, then, ihat any advance 
iu that i ei [titular direct Ion would Ik: the surest means of 
shattering those hopes of a union of at( Rajwarra which all 
of m cherish to-day?" 




PRINCESS ROSIJI KARA 



125 



Ajit's answer showed lint lii-i friend^ warning 



had 



«»:. me home. “Since you Iijlvc brought the mac ter up, ' he 



M1131L 



why should 1 SWt fallow my lionet 
inclinations ? In there any real objection to my taking to 




rli -lie is of a different 



wife a fatherless girl, even 
faith? 11 ave not we Rajputs, to our shame lx; it said, ton 

giving our da lighters to aliens; 1 do not mean, of course P 

■ 

the evt'i 1 glorious sons of I lie Sim, I he riiohaMi, o\ iciiiiinrtsd 

■ 

nlttnory. In this case 1mlh \m it he r and daughter nrc 

in es?;r iw;e RajpUL-v and c:»± your own visum ut I’ufMldh 
rhtfga-IJiLs is neither .sending them Ielc1% to their uaUira? 
gnardiam the Rmpccnr, nor N he rdlnwing them lu clmotfc 

the path in late tliSf prefer. Listen, Ansar Singh.- t met 
the chorming little Princess Ro-shiiiapa while on a visit to 
Dhmva-mpar a year ago. Her lovely fate, her pretty ways, 
and her entire artlessness, captivated my heart, hoy though 
I then was a and am sti-S for that maikt, During our ^ucret 

nicetmgs at milking time and at sunset hours, we have 
vowed to he true to each other come what m ay. Let 
Durga-Das take care. It is true that he has Iran more than 
a fattier to me, hut there is a limit even to his authority.” 
W I never looked to hear such words from you. A jit.' " ^aid 
Amara seriously, "and if this is your frame of mind towards 

your greatest lienef actor and rhc. lira vest hero ill all Rajas- 
thcm r then it was an unhappy (lav for tis when you met our 



leader's ward! J: you pcrsisi in such a course, two things, 

3 fear, will happens the Gmperor will lie seised with such 
a hatred for die very name of Rajput that 1 dare nut think 
of iht future- ].ieril to the whole of Rajwarra; secondly, all 
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my Sessodias and many of your Kahtnres aim, will deleft 
your 5 taodfird , mid will 

supplant yun or else go 0V#r t® the Ptadietiah. Looked at 
from any point of view, your resolve is suicidal* and. speak- 
ing ns your friend, l entreat you to put it from your mind 
wit] lout delay 

p 

A jit, however. w» nut to l«c moved, and the two 
FriilCCs, relumed CO their COmrad*is in no very happy 

frame id mind. Tlie sequel to tlieir conversation belongs 

to 4i hdn stage hk I \ ip. lives of A jit and Dqrp-Da.% and will 

lie related Em due enurae. 



prevail on L>u.rga- Das either to 



As the evening advanced* £> u ry i i - lJKas decided that 

Prince Asmara shonhl go On his way to JayaKimund, taking 
Printess Roshiriara and Iter mother with him to stay for a 
while with Ids own mother and the mother of Prince A jit, 

who for the past two years had lipm spending her time 

alternately at Udaipur and layassuiuiiid, He assigned them 

a chosen guard of a thousand R a j \m i s 3 t i i:j eight hum I red 
MeCnas, who had strict orders to perish to the last man 
rather chan allow die illustrious refugees to fall into the 
enemy's hands. Duip next turned his attention £0 his on- 
ward march against A j mere. The plan settled upon was that 

a rapid advance should lie made directly to the north till the 
lonely Xag-pnkiifi (the Serpent Hill) was reached. On the 

Cop of this hill lay the ruins of tike first citadel set up hy 

Ajapalp the Chohan shepherd of ancient days. There the 
army was to halt, mid make their further arrangements for 
I hr attack upon modern A j mere? up the valley. 




CHAPTER XIX. 

The Treasure Chcsl of Manick RwL 



Early on the following day tlws tiumpact body ui abutit 

■a 

eighteen thousand men, tinder 1 Lih^ command of Tkl rjja-D&.n 

jilkI iHIkt prominent h-uders, i^mnw -mud then march due 
north. to J^HsFiicuf along the eastern fringe of the Ai^vtiNi.-j, 

I hirga - L’M > , Shigrum Llle Sidumbra, Jilitu the Jotlawm, 
illt 1 ii iwparal de "Ram Singh Kunlj ja wal , ;ltm 1 last I ml not 
k'ast. ihe gaunt user Sc of Mount Abu. ^r;nhn- Angi, rodu in 
front; lb h hie A jit, Tej Singh Knrn-ole, Kurina Singll. hi:; 
urn’Fe , and the Keeehce brothers, Shiv Singh and Mokuiid, 
occupied the centre ■ while file far wan guarded In - odter 
Rain ores and Sessodias ni note, the Shan.tamt Thaklir lieitLg 
a eonspicttOU& figure am olif the latter Sniim, the Chief of 



tilt Binds, and Cdhaya the jnduwat junsceded tine main I tody 
with about ;l thousand veteran archers of the bills. Their 
Orders wets to push on and to pick up lioerasal or Ibis 
^ Pit Is and leant of the enemy's ditjpytiit ions, and then double 
bach to report. Oil the sixth day, late ill Hie afternoon, as 
tile crest of the solitary Nag-[iatuid loomed gradually into 
view. Sujun mid 1 Fee ra I *Ah o xle up to the vanguard of the 
army, and the latter told Durga I hat on the previous day 
the Hakrm liod despatched a force: of fite thtnisand men 
with orders to lie in biding on the northern flank of tile 



sacred mount. Their object, He era continued, was to fall 
■on the force of ewo thousand men which the Khan imagined 
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A 

ivuiik] attend I'l'ince A jit and IXirga-Das* and to contrive, if 

to capturu both ami take them as prisoners lit* fore 
(lie Khan cLiid the Motah Raja. At present., added tlit* 13hil r 

the so-called Raita of Jodhpur was ill occupation of the 
western flank of the fortress- of Aja-gir, dose beside the 

famous Adai-din-Ka Jopodl (Manta)? built in Lwo ami a 
hall ) . I iiKistiLigj that A jit ami DiU'ffa shoitld go up to 

meet the Khan nnly after IhihIci inj^ tltfk obersanre lu him 
first. 

“Do not waste words or? the fool," nd l)urga, "but 
tell mr 1 how I he live thom-rnid ami lumbers a it disposed- Are 
rliey in mass. nr in extended frmnatinn along the valley t" 
"That J do not know for certain. My iuTnrimartiofl 
not laier than last flight. Three of my .netful ft h v c l* c caught 
(his morning hv their out 1105(9, and thif v I nave nOt returned 



probably never wi 



No n e of m has ventured near. 



What I have told yu 11 h the result ot a gentle pres sure vft 
exerted On one of their soldiers whom we caught straggling 
lidiinct in the swamp to the east." 

Uti rga '* disposition* wore soon made, lie conn nan de d 
the 1 ill iJ Chiefs to go hock* and they ;m A Udhnya wre to 

sflentc the outposts peiated at the su-uthern base, m the 

gathering darkness of the night Then (heir oirmhined 
fences of one thousand five hundred hillmeti were to form 
an extended line s%litfy to the c?is ( of the ascent, and 
remain on the look-Oilt for relief-, to the pickets. Dnrp 
Would then lead lies main Ixjdy silently up thfe heights m 

where the rtEtnH lay, and after a few houre ? brief rest, the 
whole force would descend shout daybreak down the 
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northern slopes and make short work of t he ambusherg, As 
suOn as [lie main body were safe OIL (Lie heights;, Udhaya 
and all the Ehils were U' push oil farther nnrUi to the head 
of the valley by a drcuitnua route in order CO intercept those 



who souths to escape to Ajmere from the projected carnage. 

The plan thus drawn tt]> to tilt last detail by Durga 
worked Out with remarkable accLifjtrv, The Kkm's men 



took up U»ei i‘ fl natters in tine rugged tool hills arid JVi'ttrs 
(sand ’■mo no; Is ) at L he non hern base, awl. leellfig coiilidfflul 



of obtaining timely information as; In tile arrival of tkc 
Rajputs through their <. hi I. jxj£ Is , they give them selves wp 
to the pleasure of a camlets liivcniar. No} oitfi ol tliewl 
dreamt that Durga would come with atiy large hotly uf 

troo|is, or chat h c would resolva on gaining a respite for 

Elis men by pitching camp on the very heights of the dread, 

ghosc-haunced Serpent Mount, To tell die truth, Durga 



himself would have preferred not to l&lt on this hill, which, 



tradition averred, was not propitious to tEie shepherd 
ancestor of the Oujhaiw of Ajmere. But its caves and 
waterfalls were unique features of this solitary mount, and 
many a Vanapra rjfft (hotisetioFder become hermit) liad made 
these mot grottos Eths LtEeal ashrams to the end of his life. 



Madar Yogi told iJurga-Das at the very outset that it wontd 
he of advantage to (he expedition if, iu stead of halting else- 
where, tEre camp was pitcE&ed amidst the ruins on the 
Serpent Hill. Knowing well that the Fakir never spoke 
at random, Ihjrga had agreed. 



ft was near midnight when the Rajputs climbed up 
to the weird’ looking plateatl- Madar Yogi a( once w6:it 



5 
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no 

mtu the darkness and returned a COUp I e nf hours Saier 

• w* 

with another hermit. Koth signed to Dui^a and Haiti 
Singh to follow than with alxnit half a do^n men with 
tordlirs. The party traversed the min* briskly and if rived 
at the extreme western entk Itl a small cham!l>tr cllDdi- 
[ n 1 1 nf fallen slime* and fetid plain life, the two ascetics 
luilted, afld Jlaclar Vogi signed to the six lUcii to Jik up their 
torches in ihc crevices of tin- wells, and Lcpm lustily on ihc 
task of removing lllC deLiris from the centre. After half 
ait IiCULl s exertion, a r'ireuW Stone with a ring 01 inm in 
tlu; middle came inLo view. ^Latkr (old llic iiku to .insert a 
C rowljtir through tin: ring and to J if t Lhe Stone lid. After 
a yen id deal of tugging, pulling, and straining, the cover 
slowly yielded and rose into the air. Telling the men to 
ln>3d it Open, lie asiked for two Of the torches to be held at 

***** W* s i ■— • Jh 

ihc mouth. Every amt closed around the orifice a tt cl peered 
into thf" myslcri-rtus depths IkiJow. Rou^h stone shelves rail 
all round the cellar in double hers. On them stood amcijr- 

qd in compact order idols ot gold arid silver, nUffly-beatod 

lamps of the same metals,, vessels of worship, and so an. 
There were also many hrass-lxnmd bosses, both brass and 
wood mottled and mildewed, [n ttie very centre of the 

cellar stood another bijj hox alXMiit four and a half feet 

square. Allowing enough time for ttie foul air to clear, 

Madar Yogi told the men to rcnwve everything that stood 
llpttli the shelves, hut when they approached the big box in 

the centre, he commanded them to leave Lt ail ant The 

ne cover oi the cellar was then replaced as before, and 
the del iris once more heaped on it atul all around. Madia r 
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told the six men that tLvc matter was not one they 
iLtlk about to Others, and that they were not to make any 
f art her ejsjjloration on tlseir own account. ""Simply do jnur 
duty” said tie, ""anti tarry tltew things quietly piece by piece 
to Dur^a's tent, ant) then go yxmr ways. 1 f you are 
questioned by the men who saw US hurrying this way, tell 

thou die aiTjur dkics not concern Uhcim M 



[l was thtfri chat Madiir Vugi EoM Hie ah iprisai Hflhlwe 

C xULKM’iil ilskt tlflsit* were the treAHttreF ^ »-f ( he Lf re a t ? tilt 
immortal" Mai lick K:ii ? who a thousand ytflA J l K cj oppcjawl 
with nil hi* m iff ] it (he; limi rush of die follower* of Islam, 
and, finding hi> elTiirn vain and his end n | >| vr unefa i nSp had 
these treasures ccuuvcyed secretly from A jin jpitK to this- 
mount. on which in hb day* the Hirst fortress of the fic*L 

m a 

Chohan in Hindustan stall stood intact, ‘“if you are curious 

to know" co ntin lied the Fakir. h< how 1 came to hear of it, 
and why I kept it ;i secret from any one till now— well, those 

are matters which we will discuss another tifflfc But you 
will realise that from hence forth it ought not to I* hard for 

you tiy wrest Mamt-des from the usurper within a brief 



spate of tirne.” 

By this time the rosy finders of the dawn hid brightened 

the silent east;, and Dnrga-Das at once ordered his men to 

swoop down on the foe. Two hours after sunrise, (he 
terrific carnage was. almost ended,, four thousand oF the 

enemy and nftarlv seven hundred of the attackers having: 

m wma m* ™ 

perished in the struggle. About eight hundred of the ambu- 

shers who throw away (heir arms were given their lives-. BfttJ 
after being disarmed, were permitted liy Durga-Dna to go 
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aw but not to A j me re. The exhausted Rajputs — far the 
inertly were no easy prey — nought a respite tar a few hours 
jsmridst til* foot-hills, and were joined at the dose of the day 

by Udliaya and tVue BhllSy — driving Ex: tore them -about two 
hundred prisoners, literally tE>e captives of their bow. 




I 



CHAPTER XX. 

The Warship of the Mother. 



All night the Rajputs stayed on the sides of the sacral 
hill* ami k wits decided iliai early twirt d Ay Prince A jit find 
L) i irgu - Das $MI cuMinue the it march to Ajnttn* with 
ijbom two Lliou^aod ib C lip white dut rest followed utter a 
few Kcjiirs 1 iiilerval. The dials nice was only fibout miles, 
a nil frufii i heir present tmeampment Aju-gliri cunld be seen 
dearly over tin? iiitcrvcning plain endoBing* wlllim its sandy 
Ijosom the beauli Ftil sheet of water Innowii as Bisal Dtfwa’s 
jitt/.if (ffljfep) P While the details of the march were being 

dlKtUBOd, our 1 1 1 d friend Udhaya-Bhan rose with two 

requests which he i d the Prince and Duiga should tyrant 

him. and through him all the men assembled. 



.1 



Out with them, restless one " said the Getterah laugh- 



ing. "One of your requests I ran goess* but what may the 
ctl ter be? We will grant you anything yuu wish provided 
it does not delay us unduly on onr way/' 

“So be k; O BeJoved of the lions t" replied. Udliaya, 
“'My first request is that I and a few bund red of the Bhils 
shall be permitted to precede you to the Khan's fortress,, so 
that we may prepare hath the Motali Raja and the Hakim to 
receive our Raj Rajeshwar properly. My second is that, 

having I'omc so far, it is hut meet that we sons oF the Sim 
and the Muon and those that have sprung from Indra's bone 
(Rahtores) should pay our humble worship to the ancient 
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A in ha- Mat* Irho sits cnnlu-i r>etl op the top of NandagirE 

l-h.-] r:i r a t l’:i; 1 front tis tow,t rds the north by only a few tr elm S 
(sand-moon Ji) , A1J the men desire it, especially as the 
Devi has vouchsafed to US tile victory of this morning. A 
for any tii 1 1 ccttltv coEH^fnii)^ the Jack of women to perform 
the first dance liefurc the Mother, our friend tire Shsutatnii 



' l hakur lias j USL revealed to rile the fact that hi 
Nc daughter with twenty of her maids and friends h with 
the contingent he htfs brmiphL with him. She and lier 
friends are all attired as mHl, and lEic Thakur tells mC he 
simply amid rtnl prevent die Ul&hzmi from joining tlic 

arjny, f propose, therefore, that we move to-iiiumvw to 
Wanda ■] utrhhat and worship the Devi in the evening, obtain 
her blessings. and Hum leave for Ajnterc carlv next [LlOrtiiTiK- 



s irrepressi 



] hast spoke] i . 



II 



- lie information rliaL the Hhantami maiden was 



even 



then in their midst with her maids all at Lirerl as males, Look 
kith JJnrga and Prince Ajit by surprise, and Hie former 
stmt at onto for lather and daughter. When tEicy arrived, 
the. girl, who li sd lustily dressed in wonteus chrthes, 
approached the General, I® wed low, and stood there with 
downcast eyes. £, Wllat, then, my daughter [” tried Durga, 
iL wtll yott never give. Up this hoydenish bent of y On ns ? t.)f 
Course, we have alt heard of your many exploit* in defence 



of your mount a in -home 



in the 3 lFjhcihx' your father. 



Whether with sword, lance or bow. J!ut rips msc of yours to 
take [jart in otir attack on Ajmere uurptu&CS them afl r Well, 

H ]]Ow that you arc here, (here is nothing to he gained 



cluld 



by scoftfriig you. Only assist US tomorrow in tire worship. 
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I 

and. then continue to follow Uz-t if you will, Imt not in the- 
guise of men. Do voll understand?" Tim brave damsel 

■O j- 

merely bowed her head in reply and retired to Iwr tent. 



THE SONG OF THE MOTHER. 

Jt was evening, In front of the small shrine dedicated 
to Anil.m Devi., on Hie top of Nandagiri. thousands, of men 
Stood gathered behind a knot «f a hundred Rajputs nil rlmt 



in f a fFron robes. In advatKC id 




iiivktred men stood ;i 



Avaunt nf siron^-limlwtl damsels, u.!*o saffron-datl. Several 
priests stood nJ Hie altar of rlie (iflridcHi, who in I his LCm|jk 
was worshiplX'd as Isw^tn of a henfgn mien. No animal 
sacrifice was veer offered her, ln.it only fruits, rooked rice, 
and eoconiEts- All these stood heaped on innnerons trays in 
front of the deity. The worship commenced with a blare 
of trumpets, the hotel of the pmAwriJ, and die shrill notes of 

many conches, Alter (lie w^ing of many lights and the 

burning of camphor, die priests ordered the instruments to 
at * >]>. Then there arose on the night air sweet sounds from 
human voices) and twelve women took slow steps towards the 
very foot- stool of llte Goddess., sounding low pleading notes 



on tiny shells ^ nine other women sang., also m a low key, 
keeping tiow with their hands. After they had gtmc round 
the image thrice in this fash inn, they retired to a corner of 
the sanctuary. and the saffron- robed warriors divided them- 
selves into two parties of fifty ranged opposite each other. 
Then lifting their voices, to a high but pleasing pitch, they 

sang the following song p each man keeping time by 
ing alternately one foot and one arm with its lifted sword 
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against I he foot and arm of (.Lie man uppusiLe to him in a 
Ssmitar posture. The sound ol a hundred feet tapping the 

granite floor in an even unceasing rhythm was strangely 
luring to Hie senses, hut wE&eu the chorus was Es-Uejs up at 
the end oi each stanza by the throats of (lie thousands of 
men assembled On the rocks, this impression gave place to an 

intense feeling of frenzy more akin to the blood- hist of A 

terrible battle, 

I. 

Mother, millions arc the sons Lbou liasi liogotten ! 
Million* (lie swords that shad cut down Thy foe*! 

Thy foe* — flic filie.ns f tfioughtJess and blind oE 

the morrow^- 

Their thousand -etc red heeds shall garlarwl Th> 

neck . O Mother l 

Chorus : — 

Awake, O Motherland ! Arise, G Glorious 

Mottlftr of ours ! 

Arise, and in gradoustiesa bless us Thy suns! 

II, 

Why droops Thy bead with Borrow, D Mother? 
Death aiTrights us not — we exult to die ! 

The dttfhtttJNt we will meet in hideous war. O' 

Mother E 

And crushing them 'neath our heels, glut the lean 

dogs with their hones t 

Chorus : — 

Awake, O Motherland, , , . # 
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III. 

SLirruw i lot , O Mother! Thy suffering unnerves 

ufi men, 

A ij i J Thy 3 olij£- drawn wailing mnfoes us weak. 

HI 

In the awakened gladness of the World, O 

Mothcrj, 

Let Svnifc£ i midi ate Thy Fnct — WTnppCfl till tmw 

ELI gluOlll! 

DhuTLIS : — 

Awake,, O _\i titlwrland. , . fc . 

S 1 1 sang the durahtj ft inputs, mid danced their passion^ 
ate dance. When llie faoL notes oTthe fust thorns rose into 
I he Starlit sky ;i the whole mighty m hiss of warriors made thei'r 
final obeisance to the Goddess and retired for the repose of 
a he night, 




CHAPTER XXI 

The Dancer mid the Astrologer. 

Let lid leave the Rajputs well on their way to Ajinfcrc, 
but maving at a leisurely pa« B as Udhayarbhan had pre- 
ceded them with a number <.i I" Bhils and two lin n d red Jodas 
headed by Jaita ami Mukund SiU^h the Keechee. Dnrga 
would fain have pushed on in, a hotly ; but Iblteiya pleaded 
hard lint lie should he allowed to try and capture Lilt 1 rival 

Rlma that iidiluer hr hot Prince A jit had l he heart iiy «li p 
him nay. 

At Ajtnen?! Lhe news of the destruction of the force hs 

luul stilt agahiHt tlie Rajputs reached the Khun lhe same 
dhy, rmd the fact that Lhirga had found out his 1 re ache ry 
did not add to his, peace of mind, Including the two 
thousand veterans of Mutan kaja P Shaft sLill had in the 

town and the citadel ten thousand effective fighting - units,. 

But knowing Durga as he did., how was he tp rely on the 
loyalty of the three thousand Hanawats and others whom 
his army comprised ? During the eight yeans or so that the 
great Kamasuta had been leading the Rajputs, after his 
return from the Dcccan, ttw:re had not been a single 
encounter in which Piirga figured where there had not been 
smile desertion tn his banner on the part of the Rajput ele- 
ment in clue Ini] serial army. Often tlte RahtOre hero had 

tried to drive Fsick these doubtful allies, but they would fall 

at his feet and beg tu be accepted,, saying that otherwise they 

would commit Affnipravesh (self-immolatLOn by fire). 
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Throughout Rajasthan, i my, throughout (he length and 

breadth uf Hindustan itself and c ven beyond , Ourga-IWs 
name was to conjure with wherever velour, unselfishness 
anrl imgnanilmty were held in admiration, 

While the Khan wa* debating with Ins captains fly to 
the next steps to Ik t;nkei& B .Muhammad Khan., as Udhyadit 
slykd himjctf, laughed, away I he TTalshn'si reals hy lelKitg 
hhn tlint he and Ins 1w-n c 1 mhj:--.hmI clmst/Li men would receive 



the advniKCLti^ IvrtliturtH al Rnsbsm italtul tm tile edge oi l he 
DUarkt-rl-KluLyr (The ocean of I Vrjs|x-rity ) r which tin how 
Jehaugir liiirl m muted Ri.salrleva's Ittnuliful lake. Tiled' 
wiiKuHatson took jdact- on the very night uf the surprise 
attack a 4 Naga-pdiad, and early next rm>rhfng Moral i moved 
fnwii (he Acbi-din-k;i-J rijutdi. on the hill to Roshau Mahal. 

rain youth li>Ul hiri, men tch disperse ellkI 
«:ij»ny themselves a iter setting QutiKJ.Hts along [Pie route from 
Hie West . The day [hsshI :lms, and lIe^ next clay tU w n eel r 

It was springtime, ellhI the Hob festival bad j li Ht gounmene- 

otL Motah ma^le himself comfortable in the ma 




Ttiarljrc halt of Kanlian Jfnhal, and cl numtier of hR lxJCni 
CTini[aari finis sdrroLiiulecI him. ivaited upon hy a sou re of 
httUllii'ii] dai Uriels. A space wx* cleared in front of the 
pseudo- Prince, ami two young Rajpufuis of rare beauty, 
who FkkT just offered to entertain the Raj RajesJiwar 

Sultan Kaharlur , mid who, his men raid, had only Just arriv- 
al in (he city from >Jngnre r danced ill turn to the music of 
their trcmjie- ~n -vet of five wiiy-loofemg gtrieais fsiugers). 

When Ihe merriment was at its highest, wine ainl sweet- 

tweaks going their round* gailv, word was brought to five 
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Ik mused usurper that a jpreat Jyotish (astrologer) craved 



audience of the Sultan . 






tiravo." cried Mcrtah. "the mare 



the merrier; and the Shaitan of a Rnh&m ! fortune-lelier) 

dial L tell me at crnce of mv coming fortune. Ask him to 



come m 



? Htei Litei i (hen ushered into the presence the 
Jyotish, a keen-eyed., thick-set man with knitted arms and 
a lite iMxk of a hulk He. was (oil i.wl lay two of his C hffkts w 
tail, muscular figure^ by no means suited Lu carrying 

tadjafi iDines or liCtti ln>*c?. The dnno? was slotted ior a 

while, and it any one had watched one of I he Lwo duucer& 

kct-nlvj, Ik would have seen her exdioiig irng covert glances 



with the ralEer of the two C/tf/fts; Slowly the man made hi£ 
way to* where she stood and wb i spertd Kumethinp: into her 
ear. Meanwhile the render oi the slars approached th* 
would- te Rana, asked him to extend Ids right pal m * mid 
pretended, to scrutinise it closely. Suddenly, the grip on 
the arm tightened, the astrologer drew from the fold of has 
turban a keen, short -hi aded dagger, and the j joint was at the 



throat of the astounded Motah before he could move even 



an inch from his seal. Simultaneously., Jaiia and Mokund, 
who were the two CVrsJbj, drew their swards from inside 
their toose-flowliig jWMttf (ttrnics) and drove the revellers- 
towards the wall. They were flanked on eh her side by the 

two dancer*, o Lie of whom was Kupmani and tl &e other her 
cousin, wild had in their hands deadJydwkiitjj dirks whEdl 
they kepi pointed at the men. The other damsels also pro- 
duced similar weapons from their garments- while the five 
musicians sprang to the entrance of the hall with drawn 

swords! All this happened in Test tittle titan it takes to 
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wn 

narrate. and almost. llle only sound was the- cry from the 



II 



Of 



threat of Motah ■ ' Treachery, treachery- To the rescue! 

Throwing down the dagger, our friend Udhaya-bliaii dragged 
the trembling debauchee from Iris seat. and forcing him to 
.stand ii [> , challenged him to a fight with an y weapon he 

might chouse, in these ringing words: "O mountain of 
putrid flesh! Dart* you dream of sitting tm the throne of 
Afumt-dps — you, the gnUer-hom son of a ffttli hi a emittrl 

J as want ? Tlow ifcired yim prcuuid, dn*i_ in tho Court of 
Delhi* dial Prince A jit was a foundling while yon were Hie 
teal son of the T-ign of Jc-dllpUr 'f Is there any truth, O 
SHwnie of Hie slrpffp. in your swiry lIieiI the Rhishma of 
Kah-Vug. Dnrga.-Das r foisted bin own unlawful hahe on 
I lie unwary Ghohtfiii Queen ni Mimif* Here he turned, 
abruptly towards the men agaipst tlit wall- "Men ! this- is- a 
low reprobate, whom your Mmperqr has used as his catftpaWr 
We Rah tore* have come Lici t first to send this son of 
iniquity to hin own place, and then to meet your Hakim — to- 
re ceive f il" what he told us ls true, the Imperial jtMEtoh 
Shaft's. treachery of two days ago lias taught m a lesson* 
and wc arc but paying him back in his own coin. By Ihis 
t’me our men should have accounted for most of your two 
thousand comrades on the shores of ttie Lake! Xow, listen! 
We have no quarrel with you, and if you quietly give up 
your weapons, and stand aside in a row. you may watch me 
deal out short shrift to the traitor here. Otherwise, your 
fates be on your own [leads!" 

Now, the fact was that none of t'lwe surrounding him 

had ever really cared for Mot ah. whose principal qualities 
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were evil ones. It was only to please the Emperor that they 
hud agreed to follow him, and when they saw the turn 

affairs had taken, they were willing to take Udtiaya's advice, 
ant! each man put down on the floor in front of him flic 
weapons he had on his person. Tell ini' Rupmani lo gather 



them into a heap away from the men, the Jodhawat asked 
her to bring him two of the swords* Thrusting one lelLo the 
dazed Motah^s hands. Udhaya full into position for the duel. 
Molali Raja, though ilnPf-wsrted and fllow p was not devoid 
■of courage « and, when roused, his immense strcn^ih id way? 



made him no nwm adversary n> m\ oiik flint 



offended 




On this CuTaftLi m, the truth slowly penetrated into llift mind 



Chat here in front of him stood one who hod dashed to the 



ground all his fond hopes for die foe nre. Resentment 
Overmastered him, and he clutched the sword given him 

with a vicious grip, and tine duel fsegan. The incited hall 

of J ehang i r never echoed to sterner sounds than those of 
that fateful day. Feint, parry. lunge, slash or crosscut— 
there was no device of the swordsman that the antagonists 
omitted to execute. At one time it looked as though the 
superior Strength of Mulah would carry the day. But wine 
and opium shortened his breath* and after quarter of an 
hours sword-play, the struggle was over. Udhayndit fell 
to the iJofished mqrlilr floor with a Hi rust through the lui^s 
that would have i> i e ret d the trunk of a teak tree. *5o peris h 
oil traitors to Dur^at" cried Udha^-hhan, and tie drew 
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horde Of half -Clftd Blub anil fully clad 1-i a I! j t -u ne; swept iu(o 
tile Malta i, ‘'When? is Udha^bhan?" "Where L4 
knpmani the Quid?" were the erics mi the tip* of the new- 
comers. 




We must now narrate hr i e fly what had taken place 
very early that day. Lone before cock-crow, L'dhava- 

and Moknud took their allotted meu ant! commenced 
their march to Ajmerc. The occurrence of the ijolii festival 
was fortunate for ihc wily L.'dlutyn. Tlunitroli of nun 
would [j&sH between Ajmerr imd lAishldlr aLon^ Visal- 
'kva’x lake ihuinji l he L 1 tree days. Udhayn pro|*,jSJcd drat 

hi* thousand imm hIjoli Ih I divide lliemsel h'r's into irrcpida 
gEttiiiJS of ten or fifteen, Sonic of 1 1 lean were to carry 
Ttttl&llly coaiF-tnictci L litter-, of tlur kind affected by the poorer 
people for their HwtieiJ-foTk. Four armed men would sit 
inside each litter and eight flhils would act as carriers. 
When they were near A j mere thee were to remain down 
hy tlie edge of the water in suitable.* pinics. leaving himself 

and his friends with about: a couple of luttidred men to 
proceed to Adai-din-ka-Jo|iadE r While everything was 
neatly Mid the_r were aliout to start. Rupmani Shfllltauu 
cams mi the scene with her maids and -.aid that since dk.* was 
l] ot permitted to fight any more as a mam she and her friends 
would accompany UrlhAva to ltelp them a* women! At 
first the Judawat was about to refuse. Ivi.il lit ok tm d silly 
hmted tliat tr would be well if some of the litters contained 
leal women, anti that dancing girls crime in very handy when 
eurprisB attacks were intended, Thnt rattled tile matter; 
the winner! wore permitted to come, anti on the wav it was 
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anranged that all the women should get into the c it y . and 
gave nut that they were ready to amuse during the Holi 
festival any nobleman who carol to patronise them. Mot ah 
Raja's guard of honour and hi 3 outposts met plenty ol 
peasants go i ng past them with their women- folk in litters, 
hut mi armed Rahtures* 

Once past the outposts, the peasants disposed 1 hem- 

selves all along die route , while a few men and women 

crossed over into I he city. After sumti I Ieik, ihe soldiers 
i>f MoLah, seeking for -umriis^iiKgrit, began to tease the mm 
around the Jitters, asking them rudely to let them see. their 

pretty wives and daughters. The peasants resisted P hot 

words lied to blows, and blows led u« the drawing oE swurcU, 

Then* to the intense surprise of the Delhi sepoys* the litters 
vomited not pretty dames and damsels, hut stern-faced 
warriors. limiting an l words ui love, line w.ir-vvks -m h 

as -A jit Mahamj -ki-Jat/ 1 f Duiga-Daa-ki-Jai ! PJ <r M- 

Mata-ki-Jai !" The Imperial soldiers had most of them 
ttnloosfcned their belts and piled them on the ground. a ltd 
were stripped for bathing. At the very beginning of the 
disturbance,, some of the Bliils had quickly attached fill these 
belts to their own persons* and against hows and arrows 
and flashing tukmrs, the hapless bathers had no protection, 

Udhaya knew that the Mot nil Raja and bis guard from 
Delhi would he found On the water’s marge near Rosltt.il 
Mahal and not high up in the citadel, from information 
carried to Na ga -pari J hat on the evening of the day when 
Udhayadit moved into the Mahal, by the Bhit spies whom. 

DurgiL Fttd despatched into Ajmere, 
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Dlirga and the main body reached kuahau Mahal in 
die afternoon, and all along TEb lake they found ample signs 
of the handiwork of Udhaya's LShik. When they appro%ch- 

ed Rostaan Mahal, which was Only One mile from A j me r e . 

the Jodawal and Jaita and Mjakunrl Singh Keechte met the 
oncoming warriors with the news chat the newly appointed 
liana of Jodhpur would trouble them no more. The young 
Ajit instated on jaila's fdlinj* bim rlie jtfory, and the udvru- 
tiiL’o of l he a st l ‘ i. ►h-i l ; <* r tickle I «vcry giie'fl fttlH'y. Dur^t 

i \ sj li ej i be Shanlantt maiden in die JudawaCs d'jrllpaily, and 

lie again chilled her for exposing twrttlf to danger so 
retiklc^^ly, 

The march to the city was resumed, hut liefore 1 . 1 i ev 
Imd gone much further,, envoys of jjeace arrived on the 
scene from rhe Hakittfc, inviting them into Aia-garh. 



• • 



Lilt; 



ignoble 




cried I he nitii. “He is utterly 




J'laiiy 

iLPtl 



] ,ei us ?et fire to the d ty K hi id putge il > sL red s 

with Ganges water!” 

Uurga relinked them for such heedless words and lie 



sent a message tu the Hakim, bidding him come at once, in 
Jtcrsoil with suitahte presents, and also with enough gold to 

re[>ay what il had cost to bring twenty thousand men Lrndgmg 

all the way f rom Maii'wira. If he dirt not do *o, be would 



Ik solely responsible to Grid and the Emperor for ivhai 



would follow. The threat bar! its effect, and the Chronicles 
say tliat the Hakim, tretnliling for Ins life, gave the dread 

Eahtore ample treasures and copious promise', uot (0 
attempt any longer to defy his authority sp lo]]g ns lie 

stayed En A j mere. 




CHAPTER XXII- 

God as One, 



Tludq^li the liajjiuty thus refrained from trying con- 
dusitirtH with the Hakim of Ajmere, this did not prevent 
flic men t’rnm roaming all over the cily ; l n rl its environs, 
impressing on une and all the need lu pin -cive their loyalty 

In 1 he old Royal Houses of Raj warra . A party 

of two fl lutisiii id men climbed tl Mr .i£cep AjiB-gira (■» enjoy 

the gtorioii* view from its heights. The hill was an isolated 

orMf, some eight hill Hired feel high, and it was rich in nssoria- 

lions with far “distant days, when A ry j l w a.r t a was yet untrud 
by l lit* foot of this invader. FI mid reds of Rahto resip 
iSessodias and SolankiiE from Gnreint pressed on to the 
western flank of the citadel to visit leisurely (he far-famed 
Adai-din-ta-Jopadi. Ram Singh the Champaw a t, Shiv 
Singh. Keediee, oar friend Udhaya. and hip clansman Jaifca 
were among tile chief men present in the parly. Prince 
A lit, Dufga-Das, Tej Singh,. and Madar Yogi were with 

another larger party that stood chatting with the Hakim's 

soldiery guarding the citadel. 



When die first group of men appr-uachc*! the lofty gate- 
way of the structure known throiighonc the region as the 
one built by genii in two and a half days, the sight ed the 
sa rami ie facade with its numerous wavy- arched inlets, and 
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ilic nvpeiiin tr> utter his call for jjrav^r* , roused stiLinjf 

H ____ ___ 

* m same of than. These structures, they paid, wore a 

SiLcriJegf. [o tj ae must givient temple on Aji-yarli, SampathTs 
shrine to Mahay ir. They had in mind the fact that the main 

IjLiilcIitig- wzti indeed! a very old Jain temple, converted into 
a mosque hundreds; of years previous to that time hy the 
Chori Sultan of Delhi* Shahbnddin. The luftj central 
aisle with narrower wing> on cither side was stippled hy 

marl ilc eulurruis worked all over with dear-cut panels 

cb^pkiyiiig scriptural Ptcidenis familiar to c\(tv Hindu, in 

tlw rearmost ajmjTurtnwml mf (his ha)] what was once the 
JdJirlifin jiaufttirmn of Maliasirfl had inwn filmed into the 
prayer niche of the mosque. At the time of Cntr story the 
vojjne of this beautiful house ot worship had declined* as 
the city itself had grown in importance since the days of 
jehangir. and the citadel had fiea-.ed to enjoy its former 

prominence. 

The tight of these iimovation*, though they were more 
than five hundred years old, awoke hitter memories in the 
minds of the victorious Rajputs* and with one voice they 
exclaimed that lief ore they left Aja-garh, (he\ would remote 
nil traces of them from Sampathi'^ shrine. I he Bhilii were 

despatched into the town for crowbars and s padcs r and even 
before they amid return, impatient warriors had 1 1 egim 

lettering the beautiful facade with whatever Huey could lay 
their hands on. Ram Singh and Jaita fried hard to make 
them desist. Raying that they were under a truce, and if any 
of them broke it, their punishment at their General's hands 
would k quick and exemplary. Udhaya and Shiv Singh 
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Elded, dlMigli reluctantly,, with the other two leaders, and the 

irate: Rajputs pause! for a while., undecided what to do. 

Meanwhile some of the Bhds who went past the citadel on 

their way to fetch crowbars mentioned hurriedly to the 

Rahtores there what was happening ac the western end. The 
news readied Lite* ears of Dunfa-Das and Madat Yogi r and,, 
deeply pained and surprised, I with of them set out with 

determined stride* towards the temple mi ^qne. Alt their 

int-LL followed them, and in fl Hlnyrt linn: the GcvKnil and, die: 



]’fikir a who had hfe drawn svinvrdl in his right hand, arrived 

cm die .-cent*. "Rum Singh," cried ihirga, "wlnii is it that L 

hear? Have the *nn& of Rajasthan forgotten so entirely 

their traditions? When have wc in nil our long-drawn 
struggle with Our enemiets ever Laid violent, hands on house* 

of worship, liy whatever name men call them? Aptirl horn 

this, which of yon here will confess that lie Is unaware- of 
the amicable settlement we have even now entered into with 
the Hakim of A j mere? If such there he, let him come 



forth ! 






Thereupon there ensued a confused hum of murmurs,. 

and about a dozen Rajputs undertook to speak for the 

others, h O Thakiir-Fdiai.’ 7 they cried., "'This is the most 
hollowed shrine in all Ajmere-des, Can you ask tts to take 
ttn heed Of sacrilege committed on the Mount made dear to 
ns by the memories of Ajapal, Maneck Rfli and Vtal-dev ? 
W e -arc fighting os one mon, we o f the whote of Rsjwarra, 
to free i>ur dominions from Auranessdbe^ control. Can it 
matter if wc try to restore to its original purity this one: 
temple ?” 




GOD IS ONE 




“It dues matter, O Rajputs T exclaimed Uftdar \ogs 
with flashing even. "It d oes matter, not only now bust tor 
all eternity? Even the meanest hovel. mice it I mis been set 

apart 1 1 y a a ew a? the domic tie of tlieir gods, is a portion of 

Heaven, and muat I*? respected as such. Th.ir [lie present 
F&ditfliaih lias, chosen to forget this truth is nn ex disc for 



any honest man to go and do likewise. AH his life 
AtnnmiKa^eF>e ltu« toil ham u hypocrite iwkinK Tii^ gnptt 

under the doik relitfion. Uul throw Iritis v<mr memtu'Sn* 



to the ivmud line of I 'sulislisiih 



ivfoLv him. As true 



Kdiidrivas t he v invaded and ttlMued HimlustyMlie nunc 

p — 

sham*- to yon. J Ins any nnc -of them from the illustiimi- 

Dabenr downwards ever insulted yCnir Cltjed or the symbols 

nf yunr crml ? Did any of those great Emperors court ten- 

■ 

a nee violence to the images of your Gcsis and the fanes that 

enshrined them? 

"‘Men. yon may cut m*- down if you So cJuoo^e, but sneak 



will, Long is the 



me ttown at you so cJlMMtf, mtt &peaJc 

simple t liat yet lies lie fore you, O 

patriots, and chance may subject Lo your power a hundred 

mosques. The memories of numberless temples desecrated 

and destroyed may make your liearts sort and rouse your 
a t iger— but if you ever seek a blessing from Heaven on your 
labours Oil behalf of yon r unhappy Motherland swear to me. 

O children of the Sun and the Moon, that no place of prayer. 



least of all a mosque, shall suffer any 
hands! 




T i 



li it v at vour 



A *ljxk at me rare fully, men. Very few in Raj warm know 

the past of him whom yc all rail the Hermit of Arlmda, 

You look on him as an eccentric Fakir, unsettled in mind 
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anft habits, Well. this Mad ;tr Yogi is the long-1 Kawul 
Uined Singh tff Kotab arid Boerilflij wlio , because of hh sin 
in having murdered in cohl Mood his cousin of IndjUrgarh, 
forsook his throne, became an asoeiic, and h praying night 
ami day (or forgivenfisa from Heaven- That is my own 
Story , and what 1 wish to impress upon you h that ten 

years- of ujmjKniirmship with a wise and noble teacher led 

me to become a follower of the Pleated Glim Nnnnk to 



wFihfm Allah was no dilTcrcnl from Sri* Rmn the Purr, hoLh 



alike hating mitguiiiceui 



CTIW -H ilMOdaS arh 



walonil'te of 



sheep or ImrTalu Iriond. For 1 1 u: I a i, forty years T have been 

lending the life of a Ninmk^pinthi., honouring God and H as 

worts and striving to oppose m my own humble way the 

ceaseless cruelties ami unholy deeds of the proud 

Auranfttijelie. From this hour, th^b brave Rajputs, give up 

all tbunghts of revenge on GikI’s I Icily Places,, and continue 

to wrestle with your enemies as. bold and 

Kshntriyos should, Success will he yours by the Almighty's 

grace,, mid at is I, the loiig-snltering Scssndia Umcd S ingin 
who assure von of it,” 




The magnetic personality of Madar Yogi gained n. colossal 

prestige in the estimation of these fearless sons of Rajas- 

than when they recognised in him the incomparable Umcd! 
S'High r>f Kotali, wilts for twenty-five yearn had borne the 

hardest stroke* of Destiny, emerging; at last completely 

victorious over internecine intrigue* liontility and treachery „ 
liko lF;e hcryEc Par tali oF Me war, and who, unlike Partnij, 
liac[ thrown away a kingdom for conscience' sake! IT t s 

ringing denundation of intolerance found a ready echo In 
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thciir hearty and they all Crowded nnnnj l\\m tci crave his 



blessings, white shouts oi B, M?«kr-VogE-|<i->i” rant the air 

from a thousand thfo&ts. I Lirot^gb the ^hiiMMieriiig h a /.-l- 

hills aiul valleys, iht setting sun 

slied its golden hennis on the whole reverent assembly, 
touching with its mellow fingers the grave, sec features of 
Dorga- 1 >as and lIic stern, lieanled ruuiitenanue of Mlidar 
Yogi slowly ida-iisin" into it* a<vimlu<mciJ glt-uin. 



that lay on the intervening 




CHAPTER XX Til. 

A jilt Regains Hie Throne, 

Our story now carries on to the year A. D. 1700. 
Maliaramn Jai Singh of Mcwar breathed has last, a lic[ 
Arnim haa heir ascended the throne of the ^esaod ias. 
Prince A jit was then in lira nineteenth ;»car, ami a more 
gallant warrior die! not exist in all Hi nrl n stan , Till 
ior liU 3Lgr„ erect as a young leak tree, long-armed, slim* 

waisted* and broad-chested, lie could bold bis own in any 

kind of sport with the most during cavalier of Raj ait ban 

— U-dhaya and Tej Singh not excepted. In fact one 

reason why the whole; oL Raj warm. bad chosen to Follow 
A jit ever since III- emerged Irom his sednsii.m twelve 
years before was that they saw in h till the spirit of * lion, 
rearly to pounce and impatient of control. After the 
historic march on A j mere recounted in the preceding 
chapter., the fortunes of the patriotic Rajputs remained 
in the ascendant, for in many a bar tie with the forces of 
the Empire, the unparalleled strategic gifts of Durga- 
Das invariably led to victory. Though Jhalore, Mairlea, 
Jodhpur, A j mere, Sii'ohi and So jut lay under the sway of 
veteran comma title rg sent from Delhi, yet the utmost 
tlw« men. could do was to keep a bare hold on their 
citadels, while outside their very gates hovered the Raj- 
put horse, levying heavy toll on all agricultural crops 
and on every item of merchandise^ Thousands of house- 
holders win? showed their adherence to the I jnperor either 
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ewnly oi' covertly had thejr property 




rtici- 



iunne stead s demolished, and were themselves driven to 
take stielter inside the already overcrowded citadels, At 
length affairs took so serious a Utrri L [: u L all the command- 
ers were forced to inform the Padishah that unless some- 
thing was done to reinforce them immediately, they would 

have no altertwti ve but lo ibrow open tf»cir gates to the 
rebels, Anrujiga^ctu* net Ills nits to work 1 or (hr 
hundredth til rtf. 1 since Jftswjmt's death to bring ribtnil the 
subjugation of his indomitable foes. Kvcn at such a 
crisis if does nof appear to have S t r lick him that a lirtle 
unbending a icw eoiiecsKiim^, a gesture or two 

itLS the human Side ot" a mighty Emperor, would he Piker 
the waving of a magic wand Over Rajwarra a:;d would 
hind its high-minded Rons to Ins throne wit ft those golden 
bonds of loyalty and affection that art .stronger than any 
setters of steel. But, ,'is the chronicles say, w3l0 can 
OrSse from the forehead of either individuals or nations 
that which has been written by the gods? Auraugazehc's 

thoughts centred once again on Prhice Azim, whom lie 

Strengthened with fifty thousand veterans, mostly from 
the Deccan, and who had sirens orders to crush 




;L v - 




Ophim-quaffcrs JJ at any cost. 

When affairs stood thus, a singular combination of 

circumstances made the situation easier for fmth parties 
for rhe time being. 



The reader lias already heard how the affect Ecum of 
Prince Apt were wound round the fairylike personality 
of Princess Roalnnara, A k bar's daughter. At every 




154 



DURGA-DAS, THE KAHTORE 



available opportunity, the Kali tore Prince did his utmost 

tv obtain interviews with his beloved, and once, when 
the desultory wars of (he times took D(irga-Das and the 

Prince to Dhruva^nagar LO repel a particularly threaten- 
ing Tai<l of the f iiipeHali StS p the General stayed on his 
estate for a few days to rest his men. The chance was 

too good to he neglected by the eager youftg lose]’, am;! 

unaware that his guardian kept a u:ry close watch un 
his movciiients, hr stole Invin hjs tent one night, having 

prcvwnsty sent word to (Fir Princess to mei;l him behind 

tlir lonrvss. 

The young lady, having seen her mol her fall fast 
asleep, tOulk her cnjlndenticLl maid with her and slipped 



out by a low postern in the rear walla, A jit was waiting 
there with a beating heart, lief ore. the two could meet 
and exchange greet i mgs, a low Cry escaped from lln v 
maid, and the lovers, tin ning rounrl in 1 repidal ion, beheld 
Durga-Das standing Ik* fore them with Rami Singh Cttam- 
liawal slightly to the rear, There wha an expression on 

the General's face which A jit hail never seen before. 

Sitting Jo WII qllietEy un a IpQiiklflf Ftesidt them, he A ske . J 

UiO two young people in levfcj tones to place themselves 
on cither side of him, Then lie took the righL Iwiui of 

A jit and placing it on the girl's trembling palm, lie asked 
A jit to rati the Princess " Sister", and the latter to 
respond! with the Word "Brother". When the v had 



When thev had 



done his bidding DiJrgii said gctitly : " Prince, for 

nineteen years I have kept watch and ward not only over 
you hut also over tliis maiden who was horn into the 
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world tm same year a h yen i, And in nil these long* It mg 

years iny one dream has r^n to s« you. ITInce, grow 

imo tlic noblest A ryam warrior rmr annals have known. 



and 



yon 



rEiqoess, into an idea! Yavana lady sprung 

from the loins of dauntless ccmrjuci'or*. and intaiii 
one day to mate whh one among them, God entrusted 

tlie two of von to in e, both falherlcsK and ir.ro limit'd liy 

enemies- H? is my sole witness whether I Jnive 



dftnc 

his bidding weir or ill. Wind 1 wish io ini[nvss now mi 
liotli of yon is this: I toil) df \nic are l/Htaes wiman l tit?l|K!Cl 
to r£iir P and thin sacred hrmd 1 nc : i. n h , im me 11 leasi 1 1 1 at 
yon are brother and -sister— in tin.- sight of (loti, A purl 

from this, J r Dtirga-rkas, who liaae never known what it 
Es to break my bond, pledged my word lo the ler fortu- 
nate Prince Akhar, a ntl to his sorrowing wife when he 
went away, that nq harm should t-nme to von. 1 5 

jv [■ i nr Jifr .* PT ■ * 

SCI Idiig as you remained under ny, roof, anti tint! in the 

fulneas of time, I would send you back to the Emperor 

an untainted blossom of Ins house and rice. E crave 
Iron] no cnill- his Or her forced gratitude; [ only wish to 
say that, having placed my difficulties before you, 1 leave 
it to you to follow the path of virtue and duty, E *jn 

Lour you two will consider 



n i tee ms 



i von were bom 



confident that from this 

that you are brother and sifter an fhougl 

of one motW. Go hack, my child, to YOU it mother's side 

and rest assured that my love lor you will never know 

diminution.'" 



While Durga wan sitea k i r: £ , the Princess brok 



l; into 



a ht of quiet &abbinp, and when tlic interview 
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she spoke not e word, biit h folding her palms together 
and bowing to the great hero, went back with her maid 

to Eiet 1 apartments. As tor Prince A j it, contending 
emotions agitated him, the dominant one being intense 
di&t]j]Kiin true nt and bitter rage against the unbending 
Karnasuta chieftain. But the good sense oF which he 
had plenty asserted its sway For the moment, and he 
turned amt led the way, also In silence, Iwi to the Camp. 

The very next day Dutgn's anxious cogitation* led 
him to take decisive' st«ps to dispose o( the problem. TTe 

senl his trusted btuxt with an escort oF three hundred 
warriors to carry a note CO Prince Aniara, saying that ir 
was imjierative that the liana should immediately &end 

the coconut to i'rinte A jit nn behalf oi Princess Chan- 
dra vat i, the daughter of bis uncle Gaja Sim ha. Durga 
assured Prince A Plata that this time he would act that 
the cocon nt was accepted, and that Prince A jit leit ! or 

Udaipur to be married without any delay. 

Tic next despatched Sang ram SaLumhra and Jaitft 



Joriawac to the Imperial Court to intimate to Auran- 
gasiebc that lf he would restore Jodhpur to Prince A jit 
immediately and without conditions, Utirga on his part 
wou ld at once despatch AkbaPs Sultani and her daugbte r 

with die honours due to them to the Padishah's camp. 
The writing of this note was extremely distasteful to 
Gurga-l>asl for Lie bad hoped that A Lira ngaze ire himself 
would come forward one day to suggest this arrangement. 



b] which case che advance would Slot have been on lus 

wm 

a ide and his pride would have been spared- But die 
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gloomy temper ot Prince A jit warned the here against 
further delay if he wished, to uphold to the East hi£ 
plighted word and the unwritten Jaws of honour. 

It was jtist when the Emperor, then camping in 
Agra, was about to give marching orders to Prince j\ j'LLia 
that the two Rahtore envoy* reached his presence, 



hem I ded by a Hag of truce 



The U'lter iroili Durva-Da* 



minining the thricc-welcutnc information that he was 

[!rc[ipmt to give the Emperor's duughtcr-in-liLW nnd his 
grandchild into hi* care after all these years made him 
di y.z\ with happiness,, and he issued instant orders. to 

Prince Azim to change, not Ids destination bur bis 
mission, for he was now to go Id Jodhpur not to at tart 
Ajit, but to iustal him on lli-e throne of Ids fathers, 

He was to take only five thousand men with him. A 
jfinunrn was handed over to him to the effect dial Prime 
Ajit, sole surviving heir of Lho late liana Jaswant, was 
recognised thenceforth as the Ruler of Marwar. To 

Durgl-Das, His Gracious Majesty was pleased to offer 
the Hcft-H&sori ( i,£, command ol seven thousand flufse) 
and a wnm-job catFytng with it a revenue of ten lakhs 
of pagodas per annum. Tile Emperor instructed the 
envoys Co ask their General to notify him lieforelrand 

when the Sultani might foe expected to reach his presence, 

so that he might settd the requisite guard of honour a few 

miles in advance. 




CHAPTER XXIV. 

The Marriage of A jit. 

While Prince Azim was inarching in all haste to Jodh- 
pur to instat H*nn A jit on the throne of Mar war, the 
Kahtores sent by Durga-Dis to Me war reached Udaipur 

in due course and presented his lei ter to ft an a Amarsu The 
Rama. at once Mint inr his nuliles, anil risked them if they 
iv-tr r i". of opinion that marital fi [ linnet's could be entered ititn 
between tile pi oud, unsullied Sts sod fas and the wayward 
Ral Homes, who from the days of Tliiiiiayuii had inter- 
married with thr Imperial Moghuls. Bear in mind, ye 
pillars of Me war 1 ,r said the Rana, At that this proposed 
alliance between our two H««W has been in the air fur 

many years past, and that my revered father Mali Ararat 

Jai Singh had approved of at fully. In his eyes, the 

heroic struggles of the Raid ores with the relentless 

Pad i shall ha«t erased lor all time the errors of the past , 
anil, believing thus, yon know bow whole-heartedly he 
proffered his nation's aid P* the high-soukd Rah tores. 
1 mav also add for your information that Prince A jit’s 
mot her on her deathbed enjoined me to ask Dtirga-Da^ fo 



prevail on her soil to take C I land r a vat i to wile and thereby 
cause greater glory to accrue to the long-proscribed 
lodawats, My mother ami my uncle Cfij Singh are alike 
willing that the interdict of two hundred years should he 

sec aside hv the marriage of my cousin to Prince A Jit. 



What sav von? 



1 1 
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The rcprescntativeft of the sixteen premier clans of 

Me war took some time to consult among themselves, and 
then they declared to their Rama that they were all u t one 
mind in the matter, and that the coconut might Ire: sent to 
the Jodha ruler. 

Accordingly,. on an auspicious day fixed by the 
pitrofws vi botli parties, the sacred coconut was sent to 
A jit together with a preliminar y present of ! wi> tdephrmi.s 

rivhly faiparlsuiird, and twehe naeulcwiaie war-hurst*.. 

When she bi'idt?^ party reached Jh^lori 1 , they heurd 

the Liappy tidings that Prince. A?im had arrived at Jodh- 
pur with instructions to histal A jit Liilillediately un his 
ancestral fjtititi and that the young Rajcsbwar accompanied 
by Diirga-Das and thlfty-tlrauftunl jubilant Rahtores, 
waft hastening towards the capital from DhrUYEL-Dcigai 1 . 

Taking this as an omen for a happy future p (he bridal 
envoys quickened their pact' amt reached Jodhnagar at 
the same time as 1 lie Rana with his large following. Thu 

success that had attended both his embassies gave the 

great Dmga-Das profound sat is Fact mo, hut his foremost 
thought was one oi relief that the Lime had come for 
him to send the Princess Rosliinara hack to her legiti- 
mate guardian as unsullied in reputation as when she 
came to his roof as a babe, A jit’s restoration to hts 

throne did not deceive Lhtfga, hut he consoled liimtelf 
with the reflection that even a temporary owupatirm uf 

Jodhpur might so strengthen the Rajput cause that 

■ I 

Auraiig&zehe would find it extreme I y hard tu recapture 
the State from A lit. 
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Prince Azim received Hie yontftful head of the 

Rahtorc s graciously, and at a magnificent D it r ha r attended 

hy all the eight Hou.sei of Manvar he placed on (he 

brows of tEiC young Chieftain the long-withheld Crown of 
Mar war. He next summoned Durga-Das to his prose nee 
to receive at his. hands the insignia of his new dignity. 

Dm l he greatest VirfutrHsh f hero ) of his time in all 
Hindustan quietly declined the honour saying that rank 
and riche.-, were, of no tlSC, to a humble citizen like him- 



self and that (he possession of JJhrn va -nagjir y ie li led him 



more than he could ever require in Jus tilt-. In return fur 

any favour he might have dune the Emperor, lit! suggested 

tEiat the latter might instead rest Ore Jhalorc, Muirtea, Rail 
and Sewanoh (which had then heen torn apart from 
Jodhpur > to his newly-eil throned master. When this was 
carried (O the ears of Auningazebej the Emperor, who was 



the emhodiment of &eJ fi'Shucss, could not hut exclaim , 
" All/' what sdflcssnes^ j wEiat loyalty, and what nobility 1 
It is no wonder that the whole of Rajasthan loves him 
and Oheys him so utterly \ Would that J had tinder me a 



Sinn 1 1 



SEiure of this incomparable kind[” 



We now ifittirts to the marriage of A jit with Chan- 
dra vat In. Giving up final Ty Eds hopes of ever nuking 
Rostiinara Ills queen, Jm appreciated to the full (Etc great 
moral advantages of an alliance with the illustrious 
Chohans of Mewar, and he set out in great state, for 
Udaipur a few day* after liis coronation, taking with him 
□ II Iho&i? staunch comrade who for the Jaj,t nineteen 
years had endured with him weal and woe as the Gods 
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mifllit direct, Mahamna Amnra on hi* pari ordered lIh 
further adornment of his alrcadv lovelv capital on ;m 
unprecedented scale. TV.- first wedding niter iwo hun- 



I T I. r* 



years between tile ivru proud </ s r Houses 



J 1 1 



1 $ njas t h ^ n , ought , lie said, to he celebrated with a spleu- 
( lo Lir li it hert o li i i;i |j] i roach cd , Thu Kaiyan -M antap o [ i lie 
gcm-studdcd Marble I lace of Surya-Kula-SiniJiaf; 
of UdArpiir lOTls efccni'Jiti'd with a htMc and a ilingiM ticen LT 
iliac Auranp liitnsfir might hau- envied The whole cit\ 
!H id its environ a pill ott mu air of gaiety and Unalloyed 

happiness The heme, dark Jo-owed veternos of a hun- 
dred Wars forgot for a few days ill their inni’liaJ cares 

‘•^TT ' - jfl rt » 

:md Abandoned thcnuii*Ive» ff> tilt jqya ot tin; 

hmir, Beautiful ttajputufa, damsels and matrons alike. 

hustled ahuut their tasks as though the 1 1 lar r i age. were in 
(Siflir own families: 

The day of the marriage was fast appmachmo when 




Udai I 



bunk 



from the Capital t was walking one evening along with 

the two Keeuliec brothers on (he blind oF the Jake. 

Moktind Singh observed, or rather thought aloud, that iL 

seemed to him a^ though he had played pick-a-back with 
the child Aj.it only a few days ago, and Eo 



hat child 



\V3 S 



A jit had grown into a man, ami this young malt 
about to take to himself l\ wife, whereas he, Mokuiid. had 

. ■ I II -JB 

who would look nt him though 



woman 



he was nearing his flirty* foil fill year. 



r, 
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"*W 1 1. v , y on grumble L a !" laughed A jit. “Do you think 

1 mu to he derived ijth laics like that? I know how 
well enough naan y offers you have had, and why yon 
pui J ^i?l in wuung them all aside!! Rupmani is your lode - 



star, them?' 1 1 




ic Hl'il v 




wll 



die must in! ncarh 



twenty -five by now — has been putting you off year 
after year for reasons which [ think are tern lu Tty and 

m * 

unpractical. Now that she is with her father in clip 



e iM Udaipur, why doll"! you see if vftll Crtn prevail 




on her ut hud f 

Mokund winked fit his brother Shi *. Singh, and I tin ling 

to A jit, replied “Raj Bahadur, it ill becomes yon tn say 

that Rnpinani P F reasons for pul ting oil the mar H age are 
tiKi loi'ty. .She has never made it a secret that at it will 
vvcrl no one until and tinier he r throne-less Rana gets hack 

ii:s (hrnne. Now that that R&na is safe nn his ryu r/. : . lie 

ih ink:- more of hi* own marriage: than of that oi hi* 



humble f nl Sewers." 



i - 



^Lnsicl relniked, Knk{i," rejoined Ajil, 






Voii 



Rana ha* indeed heard some stkh thing, and so he vows to 
von l o-efay that he will not enter into matrimony at Udai- 
pur miles* his lie loved Kaka and Rupmani stand beside 
him ready also tn enter the same state. Will that satisfy 



viva : 



■ ■ 



■ i 



Pardon me, Raj Bahadti r." laughed Mokuild, 



I 



for 



not informing you of it earlier. Rupmani has of her 
own accord sent word to me, that the obstacle Eias been 

removed, and has suggested that we should lie married 
on the same day as voq, though not in the Palace ", 
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"Oil,, yon plotters! 



exclaimed A jit. p_ L sJulI'I punish 



yon both heavily for your intrigue behind! m i y hack- 
^ oil r wedding s-l.mll bo under the santc roui as mine, and 
the same ntomctit shall see both of u& in the- ImmU of 

wedlock.' " 



I he auspicious day of day * arrived, am I Llic prelimi- 
nary ceremonies id a Rajput wedding began almost with 



the duwu. The fjftyesE of thc-Si 1 a in n in I ii .■ 



as l I ii 



dnd i §•! words between tin- men re 



presenting the I nidi 



l^room and the dninsd* defending the cause: of the bride, 
I he L-uriiesL was in the of songs mid cimnler-sorigs. 
ami for ibis purpose, the men placed the groom in Hie 

centre,, arid pretended tn rush towards- the bride A people 
with a view to canning hcrawnv hv lone, Thi- hnen- 



cinn was frustrated f >y the damsels who kepi Ihu bride in 
their midst ami CrimuM a deterinmcd ride round her. 



THE DUEL. 

Women - 

-■■larauders bold. O silly bees, 
t rOp hie you hence lest harm bo fall 
V our reckless Imnl ! This lotus fair 
For such as you is fillet l with galL 

Are there no other flowers in bloom 
For you hi steal their honey fnun ? 

If yon persist, then know ymir fate— 

Disgrace and bootless martyrdom ! 
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Men 

Shall Rajput* flee {torn Beauty's; sitarefi: 

Wlisu coward’* talk s* this, fair dames r 
For such a treasure wv would cross 

A Ewirrier ot leaping flames! 

Her wondrous beauty lures its on : 

Our lives we value not- Desire 

For her hath made iij scolf at fear. 

Our warrior hearts arc set on fire ! 

Tis eve; Llie Moon is kind ; the h lt‘ds 

Are singing gentle songs trf love— 

Why, then, r tis time the brave should meet 

The heanty eny hi I lower or grove! 

So leave her free and go your ways: 

( > thoughtless fair ! For never yet 
Have flankers driven dauntless knights 

h’rcnn her oil whom (heir hearts were se(. 

The won iv ll, laughing : — 

5 abash! How valiant, how great ; 

1 5 Lit granted ye be doughty knights 

hi crimson fields, how will that prove 
Ye arc as great where tfairHharij fights! 

Avaunt, you rogues ! Have you no shame 
To sport your tinselled rags before 

Us girls and hosi&fc heroic deeds? 

Avaunt h and cease your senseless rcuiiT ! 




L’HE MARRIAGE OK A 




Aye, fair beyond vour diea.ni* is she P 

The lovely lulu* we defend! 

If such ni-i ye approach her side, 

Boiath oi it heels v i ? ■ t meet viim r end ! 



To than the men, throwing away their bum*, find 
brandishing their sword*:— 

Hindi, hush* my Ymir Unique* run on 

trm f&si 

TkUle of «wry kind is ;is ihe hrenlh 
We draw. We fear mil boarded YavAns grim. 
Ur winsome- maids perverse : and as fnr l^eath 

He is llkj old a aricnd It * irighfci) jus*. 



' E is better you should crush lls 'ueath your feel 

I lian Moslem cut us down, So leave he r free. 

Her whom we seek — -beyond al • sweet t hi ngs 

s wee t ! 



T lie women, smiling - archly, ami looking s» them 

with tlK corners of their eyes : — 

We hold aloft the how of glowing flowers, 

And shoot from it tlie lightnings of unr eyes;; 
L'licse pierce and dart through even, the stoutest 




Vnd at our fret men fall with piteoiis t ries, 



What time a lovely woman throws (Lei glance. 

Surcliarged with passion, On her bnastud foe, 
The loves that ever wait 

Fly oil the iaii slant forth and bring him low. 




! 
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not persuaded, doughty' knights and hold. 
That flashing swords and senseless shouts and 



Can e'er subdue 

Our ]nv itssj hearts and true. 



hoarse 



Lovct’iMHiuers ai l — e'en Godson high — not Force, 

I lie men, on hearing this, throw down their swords 
and with folded hand* and submissive demeanour sing:— 

We arc Ix^ietL. vaamti shed. Immeld m mir 



We art healtm. vamiuished, luting tit lu nttr 

knees, O Queen! 

Behold, with folded pnliilh we mil: m your foci ; 

As pert tony and fair, 

Spare us, and we will 

In guard tit! deal 1 1 ye mi sac red cause and sweet. 

^ 1 ter this, iill of than, mingle and sing tin: l horns : 
The Blessed Txnrd in whtmi (.'relation lives 
itli grace extreme hath led ns* mi our way ; 
With Joy 0115 IwartH then let us *inff Hi: s praise. 



\rul ask His ldesSJng bn this wedding day, 

Then the two streams mingled together, and advan- 
cing to the foot of flic long d»E* ael up under a gold* 
hroctided silken awning edged with costly- pearls, men 
and women si: painted on« again and stood bell End their 
respective principals. "The urlhodoK eercmtmics then 
ran tlituiigh their solemn «NLTH he \ ure the sacrificial 
//orj.vi, mid A j it nun I (,'handra valid on one side, and 
MiVkuiul and the buxom Etiipimun on tlie other side, were- 
united to cwhi oilier in bunds of holy wedlock to the 



strains 01 massed hands, priestly blessings, and women's 

songs of joy , 




CHAPTER XXV. 

Epilogue, 

We leave litre our hero Dur^a-Das in [lie plenitude 

o l his fan it* r In al! A lyavarta only two nan res sliom 
iri those days as stars «f i he Aral Jllngnitude, Miom 1 of -SJii 
vaji and Durga-Dqis. When men talked lp{ ilimse in un 
evening mi tie r the village /t/'/tj/,, (hcv computed them 



with the humor Lai s in Indian annals snch as ikippa 
l^iwiii, I "■ it In i Uaj | he ("liolinji, t'rataii ami Snngrani the 



Scsandia, In the case of Dnrga^JJuta, tin- ;uhn\ i mr- of 

all men was centred mi his unparalleled dewdion to his 

Royal masters, a deception which scorned anv other 
reward I ha n r I ie appro 1 «ai i* m mi Ins con science . A s recii rd s 



up 



hift achievements during a 1 r>n l; life, lid i puts Imirl n 

dwell on his ULLt'i ieafk>suew* in llie face ui danger, 
die aslonishitlif purity id his private life, and Iris ahnosl 
suicidal nttgiiamliiitY towards n yielding nr fallen ftie, 



Like ! *el i sarins ot I 



or Cardinal Urdscs 4 1 r 



England, if wa* I he tragedy of I hula's lalei life that lie 
should he the vice ini of the ingratitude «f Hie eery man 

whom as a. l*alx- lie took under Ids pj utectroii, and whom 
twenty years later,, he set ll]kni 1 he Urrone ni his fathers, 
hauling all the time against the mjghliesL des|>i:-t in llie 

World r Bin though we ran well Frcdie - , e iisiii llie great 



hem himself would 11 m niter n single word of reproach 
again si his ungrateful 1 ward p [lie powers that work out 




1 fiK 



DURGA-DAS. THE E- T ^OI?1' 



tJit' rees oJ Eternal Justice psacietl a terrible retri- 

hut ion of A jit. Ill his forty-fifth rear, when (he whale 
01 WilKtllHLuPi trembler] at lit. 5 tiatiie, anrl there was ilOt 

irt the land u mightier influence for g uod or evil than 
hin„ Ajit Was mi r pr Lsed in his her] and stablK'd to the 
lutnirt by his own beloved. 3011 r Elmkt Si 1 i A l . o( theinsLtga- 

liLtit of hia enemies. 

H y that l in it both Du rga -Da s anri bis trusted friend 

Marlar ^ ogi had ]vf| (lie earth On which lliev wrought sn 
lllllrh goth I , Hint We are Left to WOmler wlsrjl ttrf i^real 

Bb ■ 

l< ,t Li e i urc wmihl (uivf dimr Ink I Ik 1 lived 10 licar n f a crime- 
s' mtmiatrrly m rare- 1 irr Lht- stnnaU nf Ka hslhui. 




A-iM'i! ±i til I'liiiErm, .Sfi tin 1 1 L KiijiI, 1 i|:iih?- 
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